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seemed reluctant to swap Carlos Sainz and Charles Leclerc, even 

though the Spaniard seemed incapable of challenging the leading 

Mercedes early on, though Sainz’s slow pitstop ‘corrected’ that. 
When Leclerc grabbed the lead from Russell on lap 31 it looked 


as though Ferrari would get the win that the pace of the F1-75 around Australian Supercars; NASCAR Cup 

the Hungaroring deserved. But, when Max Verstappen and Red Bull 

put the pressure on by triggering the second round of pitstops, Ferrari CLUB AUTOSPORT 

caved and not only brought Leclerc in but put him on the hard tyre, 63 Algarve joins British GT calendar, no Spa 
which it hadn’t tried and the Alpines had already shown didn’t work. 64 Sugden cars assemble at Gold Cup 


66 Newrace and Hopkirk trophy for Mini fest 

67 Opinion: Stefan Mackley 

68 National reports: Oulton Park; 
Snetterton; Knockhill; Silverstone; 


As Matt Kew shows in our report on page 16, Ferrari believes its 
unexpected struggles on the soft rubber cost it victory. But the big 
issue is its consistent errors on the pitwall. Until that is addressed, 


Ferrari will never win the world championship it craves. reaiemin 
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Fernando Alonso will make a shock 

switch to Aston Martin for 2023 to replace 
Sebastian Vettel, who last week in Hungary 
announced that he will retire from the 
cockpit at the end of this season. 

In the space of four days, two of Formula 1’s 
most decorated stars, with six world titles 
between them, have twisted the driver 
market for next year. Vettel announced 
last Thursday afternoon that he would be 
hanging up his helmet at the end of this year, 
citing his desire to spend more time with 
family and focus on environmental activism. 

Vettel informed Aston Martin team 
owner Lawrence Stroll of his decision 
on Wednesday night, after which the 
Silverstone-based squad wasted little time in 


Whose Aston is it anyway? 
Alonso battles Vettel in 


Hungary last Sunday 
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making the news public. The result was that 
it flushed out the driver market as interested 
drivers spoke up for the seat — including 
Alonso, who was widely expected to extend 
his stint with Alpine beyond the end of 2022. 
Even throughout the Hungarian Grand 
Prix weekend, Alonso and Alpine Fi chief 
Otmar Szafnauer expressed their confidence 
that a new deal would be signed, but behind 
the scenes Alonso was already engaged 
in deep talks with Aston Martin. It led to 
confirmation of Alonso’s switch for 2023 
on Monday morning after he put pen to 
paper on a multi-year deal, upon which the 
41-year-old will pin his hopes of adding to 
his pair of F1 titles from 2005 and 2006. 
“No one in Formula 1 today is 
demonstrating a greater vision and absolute 
commitment to winning, and that makes it 
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a really exciting opportunity for me,” said 
Alonso in a statement. “I still have the 
hunger and ambition to fight to be at 

the front, and I want to be part of an 
organisation that is committed to learn, 
develop and succeed.” 

Stroll said he had “known and admired 
Fernando for many years’, and it felt 
“natural” to make him an offer following 
news of Vettel’s exit. They had previously 
been in talks over a deal for 2021, when the 
Spaniard made his comeback with Alpine. 
“We very quickly established in our recent 
conversations that we have the same 
ambitions and values, and it was logical 
and easy to confirm our desire to 
work together,” he said. 

The announcement put a swift end to talk 
over who might replace Vettel, who hinted 
that he wanted to see his protege, Mick 
Schumacher, move from Haas and take 
his seat. Other names floated were Nico 
Hulkenberg and Nyck de Vries, while 
Alonso’s announcement also shut off a 
possible landing spot for Daniel Ricciardo 
should he part company with McLaren 
before the end of his contract. 

Alonso’s exit blew a hole in Alpine’s plan 
to keep its existing line-up — it had tabled 
a one-plus-one-year contract and had 
financial terms agreed with Alonso with 
only finer details to firm up, with reserve 
Oscar Piastri to be loaned out to another 
team. But while it seemed to solve the 


Piastri problem by opening up a spot for the 
reigning Formula 2 champion with Alpine 
itself, the situation is thought to be fluid 
due to the time it has taken to try to get 
Alonso’s future sewn up and the date- 
sensitive triggers within Piastri’s contract. 
There were more and more whispers in 
Hungary that McLaren could be an option 
for Piastri if his fellow Australian Ricciardo 
leaves, or he could potentially even look 
further ahead to 2024 instead of spending 
a year at Williams if there was no room at 
Alpine. Szafnauer said on Tuesday he was 
aware of McLaren’s interest, but that Piastri 
remained the team’s preferred candidate. 
The news is also set to have a knock-on 
effect at Williams, which was widely 
expected to sign Piastri on loan to partner 
Alex Albon. The team can now look to its 
American protege Logan Sargeant, who 
is impressing in F2 and would appeal 
commercially to the team and to F1 itself. 
Team principal Jost Capito said at the recent 
French GP that having to consider an F1 
promotion for Sargeant would be a “good 
headache’, although he is known to also be 
a fan of reigning Formula E champ de Vries. 
Alonso’s exit was as much of a shock to 
Alpine as it was to the wider F1 paddock: 
the team only found out when Aston 
Martin’s press release was sent that 
it had lost its star driver, turning 
the silly season on its head. 
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“An incredibly significant 
spokesman for F1’s future” 


The news of Sebastian Vettel’s plan 
to retire from Formula 1 at the end of 
this season was met with widespread 
sadness across the sport’s fanbase 
and paddock community. 

Here is a driver who won four world 
championships from 2010-13 with Red 
Bull, enjoying the kind of dominance 
few have tasted in F1 history. And he is 
also a man who, as he has become older, 
has grown into his voice to become an 
incredibly significant spokesman for 
F1’s future, and the need for change. 

On track, the Red Bull days were 
unquestionably the peak of Vettel’s 
career. His run of nine wins to close 
out the 2013 season matched Alberto 
Ascari’s record from 1952-53 and, 
while he failed like so many others 
to take Ferrari back to glory, Vettel’s 
place among F1’s all-time greats 
cannot be questioned. 

The final years of Vettel’s career are 
likely to be remembered less for his 
on-track efforts than his becoming the 
voice F1 has needed, unafraid to hold a 
mirror up to the series and highlight 
its shortcomings. He’s even held that 
mirror up to himself, calling himself 
a hypocrite on British television just 


An F1 great: Vettel 


celebrates the fourth 
of his titles at Red Bull 


months ago because of his commitment 
to the environment while racing in a 
gas-guzzling, globetrotting series — 
which is also part of his consideration 
to call it quits. 

In his retirement, Vettel is going to 
be a phenomenal force in encouraging 
the change the world needs, using his 
platform as an F1 great to spread the 
word and hold people to account. But 
the biggest loss for F1 is losing someone 
who is so eager and willing to speak up 
on the important stuff. 

When news of spectator harassment 
emerged at the Austrian Grand Prix, who 
was the first to call for lifetime bans 
against the perpetrators? Vettel. Who 
was the one wearing a rainbow shirt in 
Hungary last year to speak out against 
the country’s anti-LGBTQ+ community 
laws? Vettel. And who was the one 
joining Lewis Hamilton in leading drivers 
to take the knee and speak up amid 
activism around the world in 2020? 
Vettel. He has been the focal point of 
F1’s moral compass in recent years. 

Let’s cherish these last nine races of 
Sebastian Vettel, the F1 driver. But know 
full well that Sebastian Vettel, the man 
fighting to make the world a better 
place, is just getting started. 
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PIT + PADDOCK 


Porsche 50% Red Bull 
buy-in made public 


FORMULA 1 


The first details of Porsche’s 
planned 50% buy-in to the 
Red Bull Formula 1 team 
have been revealed in legal 
documents ahead of a 
potential announcement 
this month. 

Porsche is set to enter F1 
from 2026 after receiving 
approval from parent company 
the Volkswagen Group’s 
advisory board, pending the 
updated engine regulations 
being finalised. While no 
formal announcement has 
been made regarding the 
tie-up between Porsche and 
Red Bull, steps are already 
under way to complete all 
of the required processes. 

This includes getting a 
green light from anti-cartel 
authorities around the world 
to ensure that there is 
nothing untoward in 


the two companies joining up. 
As well as an obligation 

for this to happen in the 
European Union, it also 
required applications to be 
lodged in more than 20 
countries outside the EU. 

One of these is Morocco, 
whose government legislation 
stipulates that applications 
are subject to mandatory 
publication once approved. 
The process to get the green 
light has required Porsche and 
Red Bull to reveal details of 
their tie-up, which were 
published last week in 
Morocco by the Conseil 
de la Concurrence. 

The document reveals that 
Porsche notified the Conseil 
on 8 July that it will be 
setting out on a 10-year 
partnership with Red Bull. 
The notification mentioned 
only a 50% buy-in to Red 
Bull Technology, but it is 


understood that the 
partnership will also extend 
to the separate F1 team. 

But Red Bull Fi boss 
Christian Horner claimed 
that there was still a “lengthy 
process” to go through with 
Porsche before any deal 
would be agreed. “There’s 
some major caveats that we 
need to get past first before 
things can get anywhere 
near progression,” he said. 


“That primarily focuses on 
what are the final technical, 
sporting and financial 
regulations for the 
power unit going to be. 

“Are they going to be 
fair and equitable for the 
newcomers versus the current 
incumbents? That is the first 
piece of the jigsaw that needs 
to be completed.” 
JONATHAN NOBLE 
& LUKE SMITH 


Masi reveals 
extent of 
online abuse 


FORMULA 1 


Ex-Formula 1 race director Michael Masi has 
revealed that he received death threats and 
felt like “the most hated man in the world” 
after last year’s controversial Abu Dhabi 
Grand Prix season finale. 

Masi was removed from his position as 
race director after failing to implement at 
least two articles of the sporting regulations 
in the Abu Dhabi title decider last December. 
It resulted in the last-lap showdown in 
which Max Verstappen overtook Lewis 
Hamilton to snatch the championship away, 
sparking controversy and protests from 
Mercedes that were eventually dropped. 

Masi left the FIA earlier this month to 
relocate to Australia, and has now given 
his first public interview to News Corp 
in which he revealed he faced “dark days” 
due to the abuse and backlash. 

“T felt like I was the most hated man in the 
world,” said Masi. “I got death threats, people 
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saying they were going to come after me and 
my family. [The messages] were shocking. 
Racist, abusive, vile, they called me every 
name under the sun. 

“And they kept on coming. Not just on my 
Facebook but also on my LinkedIn, which is 
supposed to be a professional platform for 
business. It was the same type of abuse.” 

The FIA conducted a full investigation 
into the Abu Dhabi finale and found that 
Masi had acted in “good faith’, with the 
decisions being a result of “human error”. 

Masi admitted in the interview that the 
response to the finale had a physical impact 


on him, but that it was “more mental” and 
left him with “no desire” to talk to his family 
or friends. “I just wanted to be alone, which 
was very challenging,” he added, although 

he said that the experience had “made 

me a much stronger person”. 

The FIA initially planned to offer Masi a 
new position within the organisation, only 
for the Australian to take the decision to 
leave earlier this month. He was replaced by 
anew dual-race director system made up of 
Niels Wittich and Eduardo Freitas, as well as 
a virtual race control room in Switzerland. 
LUKE SMITH 


Ganassi sues 
Palou over deal 


Chip Ganassi Racing is suing its 2021 
IndyCar Series champion Alex Palou for 
signing a deal with McLaren Racing for 2023. 

A statement from the team last week read: 
“Alex Palou is under contract with Chip 
Ganassi Racing through the end of the 2023 
season. He is a valued member of our 
team, and we will continue to support him 
in chasing wins, podiums, and IndyCar 
championships. As the result of a competing 
racing team improperly attempting to 
contract with him notwithstanding the clear 
terms of our contract, we are proceeding 
to legal process pursuant to the contract.” 

In a separate court document, the 
Ganassi team requested a prompt hearing, 
estimating that “two hours would be 
sufficient” and requesting that it “be 
set before the end of August”. 

Among the evidential exhibits in the 
public domain are the 12 July tweets sent out 
by Palou denouncing Ganassi’s media release 
that he was staying on, and McLaren’s 
tweets welcoming him to the team. 

McLaren CEO Zak Brown told Autosport 
that the marque would not be commenting 
on the lawsuit, and Palou said the same. But 
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a day later Palou’s attorney Rachel E Epstein 
of Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP, 
released a statement in response, saying: 
“We are disappointed that Chip Ganassi 
Racing would attempt to keep Alex from an 
opportunity to compete in Formula One, 
and even more so with CGR’s public court 
filings and continued commentary to the 
press on this matter. Alex has consistently 
given his very best effort to CGR and it is 
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unfortunate that CGR would attempt to 
deny Alex this opportunity. 

“We would hope the parties can resolve 
this amicably, but if not, we look forward to 
resolving this matter in a private arbitration, 
as CGR has requested.” 

Late on Monday, Autosport learned that 
Palou’s attorney is now seeking to switch 
the case from state to federal jurisdiction. 


Kvyat in surprise NASCAR debut 


Ex-Formula 1 racer Daniil Kvyat made 
his NASCAR Cup Series debut on the 
Indianapolis road course last weekend, 
the first step towards his plan of 
switching his career to the US. 

Kvyat, who has tested EuroNASCAR 
machinery in the past, raced at Indy ina 
Toyota Camry fielded by Team Hezeberg, 
which has its background in the European 
series but has now established itself across 
the Atlantic. He was scheduled to compete 
in the World Endurance Championship this 
season with G-Drive Racing, before the 
FIA’s criteria for Russian competitors in the 
wake of their country’s invasion of Ukraine 
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prompted G-Drive’s withdrawal. 

“NASCAR Cup Series has a very rich 
history and is extremely popular in the US 
and also worldwide,” said Kvyat. “I think it 
has managed to maintain this very good 
balance between modern and old-school 
racing. It made me very curious to try it. 

“T’ve never had issues putting my elbows 
out and I don’t think I would have any 
problems with that in NASCAR either. 

I’m used to that — I kind of enjoy that.” 

Kvyat, who is scheduled to contest the 
remaining road-course rounds at Watkins 
Glen on 21 August and the Charlotte ‘roval’ 
on 9 October, qualified 36th of the 38-strong 
field and retired with suspension problems. 
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The 296 is powered 
by a three-litre V6 


(below right) 


Ferrari and Porsche 
unveil new racers at Spa 


Reports of the death of the GT3 category 
are greatly exaggerated. Ferrari and Porsche 
took the opportunity to unveil their new 
contenders for the class ahead of last 
weekend’s Spa 24 Hours round of the 

GT World Challenge Europe, which was 
fought out by no fewer than 66 cars. 

Both manufacturers had given sneak 
previews of their forthcoming GT3 racers, 
but the covers came off the Ferrari 296 GT3 
and the latest Porsche to be called the 
911 GT3-R in Belgium last week. 

Ferrari unveiled a modular racing car that 
takes its inspiration from Formula 1 and 
prototype design. The front bodywork 
sections can be removed in one piece in 
the name of serviceability, and both ends 
are built up on detachable subframes for 
further ease of maintenance. 

Ferdinando Cannizzo, head of GT racing 
car design at Ferrari, said: “We looked at 
how they are doing things in Formula 1 
and prototypes, and copied that. We 
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have exchanged some ideas and concepts 
with the Fi team.” 

Making Ferrari’s 296 racer easier to run 
and work on was a guiding principle during 
the car’s design and development, according 
to Cannizzo. “We thought about this from 
the concept stage, because we wanted to 
simplify the assembly and make the track 
operation much easier,” he explained. “When 
you remove the front or rear bodywork 
there is just one electrical connector [at 
each end], not lots of cables everywhere. 
The ease of running the car and how fast 
you can change components is a key part of 
performance. The front and rear bodywork 
can be changed really fast, in seconds.” 

He also revealed that Ferrari’s Attivita 
Sportive GT department had worked 
with road car engineers on the 296 from 
the concept stage. He added that this 
explained the wide-angle three-litre V6, 
which allows for the turbos to be neatly 
packaged inside the vee. 

Porsche’s latest GT3 offering is based 
on the latest 992-shape 911, which was 


Latest 911 GT3-R 
based on 992 shape 


launched in 2018. Producing 
a more consistent race 
car over a stint was 
the priority for the 
German manufacturer. 
The engine capacity 
of the normally- 
aspirated flat-six has 
been increased from 
four to 4.2 litres over 
its predecessor based 
on the 911.2 model. 

This has resulted in a 
significant increase in torque: 
9% at the bottom of the rev 

range and about half that at the top. 

There has also been a drive to create a 
more stable aero platform: the car has an 
underfloor step facilitated by cutting away 
part of the boot at the front, while the 
engine is tilted front to rear by 5.5 degrees 
and the wheelbase increased over the 
road car to improve weight distribution 
and to allow for a bigger diffuser. 

Both cars have been up and running 
for some time. The Ferrari hit the track 
in April, while the Porsche ran for the first 
time in July 2021. The full race debuts of the 
two GT3s will be next January’s Daytona 24 
Hours, the opening round of the 2023 IMSA 
SportsCar Championship. Porsche, however, 
hasn’t ruled out contesting a round of the 
Nurburging NLS before homologation as 
part of the car’s development programme. 

The Porsche is priced at €511,000, which 
compares to the 2022 list price of €459,000 
for its current GT3. Ferrari doesn’t publish 
prices but has promised that the new car 
will not be significantly more expensive 
than the current 488 GT3 Evo. 


FERRAR 


PORSCHE 


Maserati took the wraps off a new GT2 racer ahead of the Spa 24 Hours, an event it won three times with its 
MC12 GT1 car. The return of the Italian marque, now part of the Stellantis group, will come next year with the 
MC20 sportscar launched in 2020. The MC20 GT2 is powered by the same three-litre, twin-turbo V6 as the road 
car. A price for the racer, which will go up against machinery from Porsche, Audi and Lamborghini among 
others in the fledgling GT2 category, has not been announced. Photo by Maserati 


Abt lines up Mahindra power 


principal Dilbagh Gill. “It’s an honour to 
be able to take our powertrain, developed 
in partnership with ZF, and support the 
team in its return to Formula E.” 

“Tt’s very important to have a successful 
partnership — you only can have that if you 
have a good relation, and it was clear with 
Mahindra, especially with Dilbagh,” said 
Abt CEO Thomas Biermaier (below). “So 
this was in the end an easy decision.” 


German motorsport giant Abt Sportsline 
has secured a deal with Mahindra to use 
its powertrains for its Formula E return 
next season, as the Indian manufacturer 
becomes a supplier for the first time. 

Abt has spent one term out of FE 
following the departure of Audi, with 
which it carried Lucas di Grassi to the 
2016-17 crown, at the end of last season. 
Its deal with Mahindra coincides with the 
introduction of the Gen3 car for 2023. 

Mahindra’s powertrains are developed 
in partnership with German manufacturer 
ZF, which previously worked with 
Venturi before that squad became 
a Mercedes customer. 

“Abt is one of the top-level race outfits 
in the world and we’ve long enjoyed racing 
competitively against them,” said Mahindra 
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VERSTAPPEN SR WRC DEBUT 


Ex-Formula 1 driver Jos Verstappen 

is set to make his World Rally 
Championship debut in Belgium 

this month. The father of reigning 

F1 world champion Max Verstappen 
is set to tackle the Ypres Rally on 
18-21 August in a Citroen C3 Rally2, 
co-driven by compatriot Harm van 
Koppen. The 50-year-old only took up 
rallying in February, with a best finish 
to date of second on the Station Le 
Seau Monteburg Rally in May. 


GULF 12H JOINS IGTC 

The Gulf 12 Hours in Abu Dhabi 

has replaced the Kyalami 9 Hours 

as the final round of this year’s 
Intercontinental GT Challenge. The 
race at the Yas Marina circuit, which 
will be a conventional 12-hour event 
rather than two six-hour ‘heats’ as 

in the past, will take place on 11 
December. The Kyalami fixture has 
been pushed back to 25 February to 
become the second round of the 2023 
calendar. The Gulf 12 Hours will also 
be the Asian round of next year’s 
schedule, but series boss Stephane 
Ratel has outlined a desire to 

return to Suzuka in 2024. 


CALDWELL GETS SPA BAN 


Formula 2 driver Olli Caldwell will 
miss the next round at Spa after being 
handed a race ban for reaching 12 
licence penalty points as a result of 
track-limits breaches last weekend 

at the Hungaroring. The Campos 
Racing-run Briton left the track 
“without a justifiable reason on 
several occasions”, according 

to the FIA stewards. 


EFO ACES JOIN F3 GRID 


Euroformula Open title battlers Oliver 
Goethe and Christian Mansell made 
their FIA F3 debuts at the Hungaroring 
last weekend. Goethe replaced 
Hunter Yeany, who has a broken 
wrist, at Campos; Mansell joined 
Charouz Racing System in place of 
Zdenek Chovanec. Goethe scored 
points for eighth in the sprint race. 
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BMW set for Le Mans with WRT 


WEC 


BMW will make a first bid for outright Le 
Mans 24 Hours honours since winning the 
race in 1999 when it takes its new LMDh 
to the French enduro in 2024. The German 
manufacturer will expand into the World 
Endurance Championship with the Belgian 
WRT team in season two of the programme. 

The expansion of the BMW prototype 
programme from a campaign focused on 
the IMSA SportsCar Championship in 
2023 was announced last week when 
the marque also revealed that the new 
M Hybrid V8 had undergone a shakedown. 
That was followed this Monday by the 
news that its WEC entries will be 
fielded by the WRT squad. 

BMW M Motorsport boss Andreas Roos 
said that the initial focus of the project 
had been on IMSA “due to the very tight 
schedule” in the development of the car in 
conjunction with Dallara. “Our mid-term 
goal was obviously to race on two fronts and 
also to use the major platform provided by 
the WEC and Le Mans,” he said. BMW M 
CEO Franciscus van Meel described WRT 


as “one of the best and most successful 
teams in endurance racing”. 

BMW’s statement was preceded by 
one from WRT announcing the end of its 
partnership in the GT3 ranks with Audi, 
which dates back to the establishment of 
the team for 2010 and yielded victories in 
the big enduros at Spa, the Nurburgring and 
Bathurst with two generations of R8. BMW 
said that it had “not yet considered” WRT 
joining its GT3 roster for next season. 

That, however, appears to be a foregone 
conclusion given WRT’s intent to remain 
in the GT3 arena alongside its LMP2 WEC 
campaign in 2023. WRT had been due 
to run Audi’s LMDh in the WEC 
next season prior to the project’s 
cancellation earlier this year. 

The M Hybrid V8 was given a 
shakedown at the start of last week (below) 
at Varano, close to Dallara’s headquarters. 
Connor de Phillippi and Sheldon van der 
Linde handled driving duties on what was 
the start of a European test programme 
for the car ahead of a shift to the US 
later in the summer. 

GARY WATKINS 


PIT + PADDOCK 


ILOTT TO STAY IN 
INDYCAR AS TEAM 
SEEKS EXPANSION 


INDYCAR 


IndyCar team owner Ricardo 
Juncos says he wants to find a 
team-mate for Callum Tlott in 
2.023, but his main priority is 
making sure that the extra 
entry adds quality. 

It was announced last week 
that Juncos Hollinger Racing has 
taken up its option on British 
rookie [lott for the next two 
seasons, but team founder 
Juncos has admitted that the 
team has faced an uphill battle 
in 2022 as the only single-entry 
team on the IndyCar grid. 

“We’re going to prioritise the 
quality,” said Juncos. “Having 
one car, you still can perform 
quite OK. No question the 
second car will put us to the 
next level, that’s the intention. 
We’re working very hard to 
see how we’re going to put 
the programme together. As of 
today, we don’t know that yet, 
but that’s clearly the way to go. 

“Imagine for Callum, being 
a rookie without knowing the 
tracks. We go to Toronto and 
we were P7, hundredths off P6, 
0.28 from P1. Technically we 
could be front row. Being the 
first time, we have nobody 
to compare to — it’s hard. We 
are hypothetically comparing 
to imagination!” 

Over at Dale Coyne Racing, 
the boss of the eponymous 
team is “99% sure” of retaining 
IndyCar rookie David Malukas 
and two-time Indianapolis 500 
winner Takuma Sato next 
year, but is keen to adda 
third entry to his stable. 

“We have contracts for David 
and Takuma for next year,” said 
Coyne. “Their contracts are 
different, because if Takuma 
wanted to retire at the end of 
this year he can, but if he stays 
in IndyCar he has to stay with 
us. David’s is just a regular 
two-year contract. 

“But Takuma is as excited 
about IndyCar as he ever was 
— I think he’s got another 
couple of years in him yet.” 

Asked about who might drive 
the third car, he said: “Probably 
a rookie; we like rookies.” 
DAVID MALSHER-LOPEZ 


4 AUGUST 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 11 


MAIN IMAGE: MAUGER/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


he final 10 candidates for the 
2022 Aston Martin Autosport 
BRDC Young Driver of the Year 
Award have been selected. 
The Award, which started in 
1989, aims to find and assist the best 
junior British racing drivers. The prize for 
this year’s winner includes £200,000 and 
a Formula 1 test drive with Aston Martin. 
Finalists have to primarily compete in 
a category below FIA Formula 3 or be an 
FIA F3 rookie, and be 16 years old by the 
time of the Award tests at Silverstone 
in October. They must also be under 
24 at the start of the relevant year. 
German Formula 4 frontrunner 
Taylor Barnard, FIA F3 podium finisher 
Ollie Bearman, GB3 race winners Luke 
Browning and Callum Voisin, W Series 
frontrunners Jamie Chadwick and Abbi 
Pulling, Indy Pro 2000 dominator Louis 
Foster, British F4 contenders Oliver 
Gray and Aiden Neate, and GB4 
championship leader Nikolas Taylor are 
the 10. Bearman, Chadwick and Foster 
have previously made it to the final four. 
British Racing Drivers’ Club vice- 
president and Fi driver steward Derek 
Warwick is the chairman of the judging 
panel, which includes Award winners 
Andrew Kirkaldy, Alexander Sims and 
Darren Turner, three-time Indianapolis 
500 victor Dario Franchitti, double 
British Touring Car champion Jason 
Plato, successful McLaren designer 
Mark Williams, top engineer Leena 
Gade, commentator Ian Titchmarsh and 
Autosport Chief Editor Kevin Turner. 
The judges, who reserve the right to 
introduce a wild card for drivers excelling 
during the closing stages of the season, 
will select the final four during the next 
two months. After two days of testing 
at Silverstone in MotorSport Vision 
Formula 2, GT3 and LMP3 machinery, 
the winner will be announced at the 
Autosport Awards on 4 December. 
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2022 AWAR 


TAYLOR BARNARD 

4th in ADAC F4 with PHM Racing 

An unfamiliar face in Britain because he has been 
competing abroad, Barnard is contesting both the 


competitive German and Italian F4 championships. 


Prema dominates both but the 18-year-old is 
currently best of the rest in Germany with PHM. 


OLIVER GRAY 
2nd in British F4 with Carlin 
There was a lot of change in British F4 for 2022, 


including the switch from Mygale to Tatuus chassis, 


negating the usual advantage for second-year 
drivers. Irishman Alex Dunne is the undoubted 
benchmark but Gray, 17, has scored 11 podiums 
so far and is a strong second in the table. 
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OLLIE BEARMAN 

5th in FIA F3 with Prema 

It’s a big jump from national-level Formula 4 to 

FIA F3 but the Ferrari Driver Academy member has 
made the move with crack team Prema. Bearman, 
17, took the German and Italian F4 titles last year, 
and has four F3 podiums to his name so far in 2022. 


JEP 


AIDEN NEATE 

4th in British F4 with Argenti 

The son of former British Touring Car racer Andy, 
16-year-old Neate really seems to have stepped up 
this season after a middling British F4 campaign 

in 2021. He stayed with Argenti and has become 

a consistent frontrunner, with a pole and two 

wins helping him to fourth in the standings. 
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ROBERTS 


LUKE BROWNING 

2nd in GB3 with Hitech 

Browning looked a promising prospect through 
his time in Ginetta Junior and F4 but has really 
impressed in his first full season in GB3. Five wins 
and five poles, including a fine double at Spa, have 
put the 20-year-old Hitech driver in the title fight. 
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ABBI PULLING 

4th in W Series 

Chadwick provides the obvious - and experienced 
- benchmark but Pulling has impressed many 
with her W Series efforts. She’s still waiting for 
that elusive first race victory but the 19-year-old 
has become one of Chadwick's closest challengers 
and is fourth in the championship. 
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JAMIE CHADWICK 


1st in W Series 

Already the star of the W Series, 24-year-old 
Chadwick has been even more dominant in 2022. 
Second at the Hungaroring last weekend was her 
first defeat in the series since September last year, 
and she is on the verge of securing her third crown. 
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NIKOLAS TAYLOR 

1st in GB4 with Fortec 

Taylor has been the class act in GB4, a new British 
series for the older-generation Tatuus F4. A hat-trick 
at Silverstone last weekend took his tally to eight 
victories from the 18 races so far and launched 

the 17-year-old Fortec driver into a points lead 

his pace had previously suggested he could take. 


ROAD TOINDY 


LOUIS FOSTER 

1st in Indy Pro 2000 with Exclusive Autosport 
Foster decided to make the jump to the US in 

2021 and knew he had to deliver in Indy Pro 2000 

as he attempts to climb the Road to Indy ladder. 

The 19-year-old is doing just that, six wins launching 
him into a comfortable championship lead. 


CALLUM VOISIN 

3rd in GB3 with Carlin 

Voisin showed impressive pace in Ginetta Junior 
before making the leap to GB3 this season 

with Carlin. Despite his lack of slicks-and-wings 
experience, 16-year-old Voisin has shown well, 
scoring two victories, and currently sits third in the 
points following a strong weekend at Silverstone. 
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OPINION PIT + PADDOCK 


Deciding when to stop 


While Sebastian Vettel is retiring and Fernando Alonso is stepping into his shoes at 


Aston, what of the future of the other legend from the post-Michael Schumacher era? 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


egends, greats, stars, and eras. Asa collective, 
motorsport is obsessed with all. It’s the 
L captivating stories, stuffed with success and 
failure, heroes and villains, spread across the ages. 
Fandoms gravitate toward these stories. It’s 
clear from across motorsport history — think back to the pre- 
Second World War era and the gladiator status afforded to Tazio 
Nuvolari. As Formula 1’s 2022 season starts its summer break, 
we can now pause and reflect. Specifically, on how the final acts 
of three F1 legends, which crossed, intertwined and really 
dominated one era, are playing out. 

Two are now very closely interwoven: Sebastian Vettel and 
Fernando Alonso. Vettel will depart Aston Martin at the end 
of the season, no doubt in his own indomitable style. Ina shock 
twist, Alonso will replace him at the green team. The great 
Spaniard is seemingly so determined to carry on in his quest 
for a third title that he’s even prepared to imperil the post-F1 
life that was being built for him at Alpine in the form ofa 
promised spot on its upcoming LMDh programme. 

In terms of F1 sporting greatness, Alonso has the superior 
standing — and, yes, that’s even with fewer world titles. Vettel 
simply never came close to producing the type of season Alonso 
had in 2012, by wrestling aclearly inferior Ferrari to within 
touching distance of the crown. 


“If Hamilton takes the eighth 
title denied him in 2021, retiring 
on top will be hard to resist” 


But both are trumped by Lewis Hamilton. He will always be 
recognised as the clear number one of the post- Schumacher 
period, and is also a leading light in driver activism. How he and 
Vettel actually helped each other speak up vocally in recent years 
will be fascinating to discover in the explanations still yet to come. 

We got ahint of it in Hamilton’s reaction to his former rival’s 
retirement announcement.“I would say he’s one of the few 
people that made [F1] not feel lonely,’ Hamilton said of Vettel in 
Hungary last week. “He stood by me through a lot of things.” 

Alonso marches on, raging at decisions that don’t go his way, 
which will provide a fascinating subplot dynamic at an Aston team 
owned by his future team-mate’s father. But it’s Hamilton’s future 
that is now even more intriguing given Vettel’s exit. 

Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff suggested at the French 


Grand Prix that his team leader could go on to hit the 400 F1 
races mark, having reached 300 at Paul Ricard. On this, Hamilton 
made amusing facial expressions in the post-race press 
conference that followed what was then his best result of the 
season, but that had more to do with how Wolff had rather 
cheekily served up the ensuing questions with his remarks. 

But Hamilton’s response at the Hungaroring to questions 
about his own consideration of retirement was also revealing: 
“More likely than not, ifI stop, I will still have fuel in the tank. 

I don’t think I will go until ’m completely burnt out and have 
nothing left. But, hopefully, that’s a while off,” 

In the French GP press conference four days earlier, Hamilton 
had said:“T still feel fresh and still feel like I’ve got plenty of fuel 
left in the tank.’ So, the question becomes when will it start to 
empty? His fighting tone at the W13’s launch back in February, 
still in the aftermath of the Abu Dhabi debacle, was striking. 
Although the porpoising problem that struck the grid and 
Mercedes’ lack of pace suddenly stopped Hamilton’s expectations 
of another title fight this year, it showed his desire had been at 
least topped up by that 2021 loss to Max Verstappen. 

Clinching a record-setting eighth title clearly remains the aim. 
But Hamilton quickly took on the mantle of leading Mercedes’ set - 
up experiments to improve the W133, even though this contributed 
to his poor early season results in comparison to George Russell. 
If anything, though, it seems to have galvanised Hamilton rather 
than lead him to conclude he should stop any time soon. In the 
short term, he can seize chances that come Mercedes’ way. This 
was Clear again in Hungary with his fine race pace and passes. 

Hamilton is older than Vettel, but is unlikely, per his own 
previous statements, to continue as long as Alonso and race on 
into his forties. But any suggestions that he will walk at the end of 
2022 were premature even before considering that he has been 
focused upon fixing Mercedes’ package for the second year of 
his current contract. His commitments to enacting lasting 
change in motorsport have been impressive. 

So, really, now it’s on Mercedes. Provide Hamilton with 
acar that can win regularly and, if he takes the eighth title denied 
him in 2021, retiring on top will surely be hard to resist. It is the 
most satisfying way to end a legend. But ifthere’s enough fuel left 
in the tank, what about — as Alonso is aiming to do at Aston, albeit 
with a more-than-healthy pay packet — turning around another 
motorsport legend, one that cannot stop harming itself? 

It’s the summer, so we can wonder about the unlikely. Perhaps 
winning that final title with Ferrari would be the greatest of great 
endings for Hamilton’s F1 legend... ¥ 


© Pic HUNGARIAN GP 
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FORMULA 1 


FERRARI DISASTER ALLOWS 
MAX TO SPIN AND WIN 


Red Bull’s current champion made the most of another strategy 


miscalculation by Ferrari to rack up his eighth victory of the season 


MATT KEW 


motorsport 
PHOTOGRAPHY IMAGES 


RACE CENTRE HUNGARIAN GP 


Russell 
was able to 
hold the inside line 
at the start and power 
into the lead ahead 
of Sainz out of 
Turn 1 


hen your two biggest rival teams laugh 
in derision at your strategy calls, clearly 
something critical has gone awry. That’s 
what occurred in the Hungaroring driver 
cooldown room last Sunday, as the podium 
finishers checked out the hastily edited 
highlights of the 70 laps not long concluded. 
Runner-up Lewis Hamilton seemed atouch 
bemused when he clocked amoment in 
the video and had to check with Max 
Verstappen. “They were on the hards?”; he 
asked. The surprise victor tittered “Yeah” 
in reply, and third-placed George Russell 
couldn’t entirely suppress a smile. 

This top three came after a dry grand prix in which there had been 
no full safety car to artificially bunch the pack; the Ferraris had started 
second and third while the Red Bulls lined up down in 10th and 11th; 
and Verstappen had even spun. Yet Carlos Sainz and Charles Leclerc 
could only muster fourth and sixth at the finish line, which they 
crossed 15 seconds after the Dutch ace — now the runaway 
championship leader heading into the summer break. 

While results haven’t always gone Red Bull’s way, since 2010 the 
high-downforce requirements of the Budapest circuit’s 14 corners have 
suited the team most ofall. But coinciding with, if not directly related 
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to, the switch to ground-effects for 2022, that (on paper) advantage 
stopped for this visit. The tighter corners dictate multiple bursts of 
low-speed acceleration, which flatters the eager Ferrari engine over the 
long-legged rebadged Honda power units in the back of the RB18s. 

Accordingly, the brace of F1-75s set the pace in both qualifying and 
race simulations across Friday practice, during which the Ferraris 
didn’t once run with the white-walled hard tyres. Verstappen 
reckoned: “[Ferrari] are abit ahead of us... it will be hard for us to beat 
that.” Those Red Bull difficulties were compounded by a Q3 result that 
plonked six cars between a power-sapped Verstappen starting in 10th 
and the lowliest Ferrari of Leclerc, who led the second row. 

Far more influential than it first appeared, on his way to the gridto 
take up that slot Verstappen understeered off the road at Turn 2. Even 
on the softest available C4 Pirellis, he was struggling for grip. At that 
point, Red Bull twisted. Instead of sticking steadfast to the data, the 
strategy team led by Hannah Schmitz on the pitwall played the hand 
dealt by the conditions. Temperatures were cooler and the rain was 
threatening, so they listened to their driver and improvised. The 
original plan had been for the out-of-position RB18s — both sporting 
new power units — to start on hard tyres andrun long, but the 
recce proved the track wasn’t ready for this. 

Ferrari, meanwhile, had the polesitting Mercedes of Russell to focus 
on. The Italian team’s sole focus was on winning. Leapfrogging the W13 
was seen as the best way to inflict the most damage on Red Bull, rather 


ms 


than target the dark blue cars specifically with team orders to favour 
Leclerc. But instead of splitting the strategies or putting both drivers on 
softs toimmediately depose the Briton, they began on medium rubber. 
Although soft-shod Russell had been put ona set of scrubbed tyres, 
they still had enough bite to allow him to launch strongly. He headed 
closer to the pitwall to force Sainz onto the outside line into Turn1 and, 
while the Ferrari was momentarily ahead, the Silver Arrow was on the 
throttle sooner out of the right-hander to consolidate first place. 
Partly influencing the decision to start Russell on softs was the 
threat of imminent rain, a prospect that left him“rubbing my hands 
together” Showers enveloped most of the surrounding region but, 
crucially, the 2.72 miles of Tarmac in the middle stayed dry. So, 
as Leclerc fell into formation behind Sainz, the red machines had 
to wait for Russell to chew through his more sensitive tyres. 
That would take until lap 12. The gap to the leader had climbed 
north of 2.5s, following a brief virtual safety car to clear debris after the 
combined four Williamses and Aston Martins had clashed in separate 


“ALTHOUGH SOFT-SHOD RUSSELL HAD 
BEEN PUT ON A SET OF SCRUBBED 
TYRES, THEY STILL HAD ENOUGH BITE” 


HUNGARIAN GP RACE CENTRE 


oramco 


DUNBAR 


incidents through Turn 2 on lap one. But as the lap counter hit the 
teens, Russell began to slip back into the clutches of the chasing 
Ferraris to the tune of 0.6s per tour. Sainz and Leclerc ran nose to tail, 
the Spaniard belatedly improving his lap times to prevent the pitwall 
from swapping the order under pressure from Leclerc. 

Although the boat had been missed at the start, again Ferraricould 
consider split strategies when Sainz was told to boxat the end of lap 16. 
But he stayed out as Russell indeed darted in for his first stop. A delay 
ripping off the front-right wheel as he was swapped onto a set of 
medium tyres brought him out side by side with Fernando Alonso for 
sixth place, but the young gun smartly chopped around the outside 
of the Alpine through the Turns 2-3 transition to cement the position. 
Verstappen, too, slipped in for four new yellow-walled C3s. 

Ferrari responded next time around. Sainz was called in to promote 
Leclerc into free air. As in France last time out, however, the car was slow 
to be released out of the box as part of a3.7s switch to mediums. Another 
crucial Ferrari pitstop fumbled in 2022, Sainz returned to the track 
behind Alonso. At least Leclerc remained in the lead, holding 11s over 
Hamilton — the seventh-starting seven-time champion had blitzed 
both Alpines off the line — before the Mercedes was calledin on lap 19. 

Russell could therefore climb into second place but, witha1gs 
deficit to Leclerc, the Monegasque now looked increasingly likely to 
whittle away at his 63-point shortfall to Verstappen in the standings. 
Then there was another sign that the decision to start the Ferraris >> 
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on the medium tyres was backfiring. 

The soft runners had made it 15 or so laps before the drop-off 
dictated pitting, but those wearing mediums were lucky to make it 
another eight times around. Leclerc was subsequently stopped at the 
end of lap 21 for a set of mediums to return Russell to the lead by 2.6s 
over the Ferrari chaser. Sainz sat a further 1s in arrears while champion 
Verstappen occupied fourth place, another 3.5s back. 

Bar the Alpines going rogue ona one-stop by fitting hard tyres, 
plus the Haases dabbling with the C2s, everyone else was on the 
mediums at this stage. And with the field somewhat equalised, the 
F1-75’s affinity with the Hungaroring was on full display. Leclerc 
scythed up to Russell in double-quick time to gain DRS. Russell was 
forced to defend, again opting for the tactic of squeezing a Ferrari to 
the outside line wherever possible to maximise the distance it had 
to travel at the difficult-to-pass Budapest venue. 

Then, on lap 31, Leclerc made it stick. Russell had moved to the inside 
line into Turn 1 early to cover off the Ferrari but, with DRS, Leclerc 
tightly squeezed past into the braking zone for first position. Leclerc 
immediately pulled 0.7s on the Mercedes and doubled that gap over 
the rest of the lap, the advantage climbing further to 5s, with Sainz 
in third and Verstappen fourth. 

Then on lap 38, Verstappen made his final stop. The Red Bull had 
started on used soft tyres before switching to the mediums to make 
the one mandatory compound change, and now Schmitz could pick 
any of the three varieties of Pirellis. She opted for another set of the 
yellow-walled rubber. Despite sparks flying from the right-rear corner, 
Verstappen was serviced ina rapid 2.4s. The undercut was on, the 
driver encouraged with the radio message “there’s still a long way to go”. 
Verstappen came out in sixth, and Russell made a second stop for 
mediums next time around. Leclerc would then visit the garage for 
asecondtime. With no possibility of nursing softs for the next 31 
laps, here the decision to start on mediums was exposed further. 

The only way to make it to the flag without a totally unnecessary 
third pitstop would be on the hards. 
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The lap times from the Alpines and Haases over the preceding half an 
hour had proved that the hard was a particularly slow and unmalleable 
tyre. Leclerc reckoned: “I made it clear that the medium, I wanted to 
keep it as longas possible. But we pitted very early for the hard, 
which we need to understand why.” 

The Ferrari rejoined in third behind Hamilton, who was stretching 
his mediums as far as they would go, and Sainz. But the slowest Pirellis 
were proving predictably obstinate when it came to generating 
temperature. That left Leclerc vulnerable to Verstappen, spurred on by 
that earlier radio message. “I basically saw that Charles was struggling 


“| SAW CHARLES WAS STRUGGLING 
A LOT ON THE HARD TYRE, SO THAT 
WAS MY MOMENT TO ATTACK HIM” 


alot on the hard tyre, so that was my moment totry and attack him,” 
Verstappen would later recall.“I was like, ‘This is my chance to go for 
it?” The RB18 duly popped open its DRS to depose Leclerc into Turn 1, 
with Verstappen shrewdly opening his steering a fraction at the apex 
to force Leclerc to compromise his line even further. Getting back on 
the power, the Ferrari stepped out of line as the hards again acted out 
to allow Verstappen to romp away. 

But Leclerc was given a second chance, in between berating the 
concrete Pirellis over team radio. Verstappen was too early on 
the throttle out of the penultimate Turn 13 left-hander and the car 
swapped ends. This came amid complaints concerning the clutch 
beginning to burn out and troublesome upshifts. He spun up the 
rears and rotated to carry on his way, but not before the Ferrari 
had streaked back past. At least the nearby Perez could limit the 
damage by stumbling across his team-mate, checking his pace 
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Russell pressured Leclerc 
before overtaking the 


...after which Leclerc was 
finally called in for a third 
and final tyre stop 
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and blocking Russell from nipping ahead. 

But come the end of lap 44, three tours later, Verstappen was back 
within a second of his chief title rival. He closed with DRS along the 
pit straight, then squared off the apex at Turn 1to jump on the throttle 
as the Ferrari broke traction yet again. That permitted Verstappen to 
power ahead on the run down to Turn 2 for third behind Hamilton and 
Sainz, both of whom would stop again. Here, Verstappen and Red Bull 
won arace that Ferrari had emphatically thrown away. 

Fittingly then, when Sainz was called in three laps later to relinquish 
the lead, another pitstop was botched. A fumbled rear-left change onto 
softs meant he was held for a slow 4.6s. 

Hamilton finally made his second stop at the end of lap 51 fora 
switch to softs and came out in fifth, 10s down on Sainz as Russell 
usurped Leclerc — still struggling on the hards. The Ferrari broke loose 
through the final corner to give Russell an easy run for second over 
the line, before Ferrari eventually called time on its strategy 
nightmare and was forced into an additional stop. 

Leclerc was now in the same league as the spinning Yuki Tsunoda, 
and the damaged Latifi and Kevin Magnussen in having required three 
stops. Innone of Pirelli’s pre-race suggestions hada medium-medium- 
hard strategy been considered, let alone been the optimum, let alone 
with another stop for softs. 

With Verstappen managing the mediums to the flag, including a 
late VSC for Valtteri Bottas parking up with power loss aboard his Alfa 
Romeo, he streaked to what had for so long seemed like an unlikely 
eighth victory of the season by 7.8s. The two Mercedes were the next 
fastest cars in the final phase of the race, with soft-shod Hamilton able 
to depose Sainz on older tyres and then team-mate Russell for second 
place. Despite complaining that his rubber had dropped off, Russell 
also had the legs on Sainz to nail consecutive 2-3 finishes for the Silver 
Arrows, while Perez inflicted more pain on Ferrari in fifth place. 

Asked unsubtly by Autosport how reassuring it must be torely 
on the team tonailits strategy calls, Verstappen said: “It’s incredibly 
important if you want to fight for achampionship. You can’t afford 
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HUNGARIAN GP 


George Russell has gained a few nicknames during his 
Formula 1 career. He earned ‘Mr Saturday’ for his one-lap 
exploits at Williams, then ‘Mr Consistency’ in the early part of 
2022 for a string of top-five race classifications. The Italian 
print media came up with a third after qualifying at the 
Hungaroring: ‘L’/nstruso’... ‘The Intruder’. 

The Briton provided a major upset by chalking his first F1 
pole, his string of personal best sectors in the dying moments 
of Q3 enough to snatch top spot over Carlos Sainz by 0.044 
seconds. In the context of Mercedes’ plight, and given how the 
team performed on Friday, 1s adrift in qualifying and race 
simulations, it was simply not on the cards. 

But the mechanics turned both cars “upside down”, 
working until 11pm on Friday night to find a remedy. That 
enabled Russell to stitch together a 1m17.377s effort ina 
session that went ahead, despite meteorologists predicting 
a day-long deluge and the paddock speculating whether 
qualifying would need to take place on Sunday morning. 

Max Verstappen messed up his first attempt in Q3, locking up 
to run off the road through Turn 2. He emerged from the garage 
for the climax in seventh place, but straight away reported a 
power loss. Despite flicking through the ‘fail modes’ to bypass 
the triggered sensor, he was out of the hunt and slipped to 
10th. With Sergio Perez eliminated in Q2 by late improvements 
for Valtteri Bottas and Esteban Ocon - the Mexican 


complained that a slow Kevin 

Magnussen ruined his line “WITH HAMILTON 
through Turn 3 - the Red Bull 

threat was tempered. ONLY SEVENTH 

Ferrari should have FASTEST, IT WAS 
inflicted maximum damage LEFT 10 RUSSELL 10 
with a 1-2 to reflect the cars’ 

Friday superiority at the NAIL HIS CHANCE. 
low-speed track, which suits THAT HE DID” 

their engine’s unmatched 

bursts of acceleration. But it was not to be. 

Sainz endured an oversteer snap through Turn 5, while 
Charles Leclerc bled time when his rear axle broke loose 
through Turn 2 and he then needed a couple of attempts at 
steering into and out of the chicane. “Ahh, | haven’t been good 
enough,” was his assessment over the line as he clocked third. 

With Lewis Hamilton down in seventh fastest after his 
DRS failed to activate at the start of his final flier, it was left 
to Russell to nail his chance. That he did. “We didn’t really 
know what direction to go in [on Friday night],” he said. “And 
then that last lap, Turn 1 was mega, then Turn 2... the lap 
time just kept on coming. The feeling of this pole and the 
feeling of that Spa lap [second in 2021], | don’t think I’ll 
ever have a qualifying that will come close.” 
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TRACKSIDE VIEW 


During the Thursday media 
sessions, Charles Leclerc stressed 
that his aggression is here to stay. 
Despite the crash while leading in 
France, he will not be changing his 
rapid driving style, dare he risk 
losing a tenth or two. On the other 
side of the Ferrari garage, it’s a 
different story. Carlos Sainz, it 
seems, is adapting all the time. 

For first practice at the 
Hungaroring, Autosport has 
ventured to the exit of the Turns 6-7 
right-left chicane. There’s a decent 
crowd opposite on the scorched- 
yellow grassy banks and in the 
uncovered grandstand as the 
sun beats down intensely. The 
thermometer is knocking on 37 
degrees Celsius. It’s a popular 
spot on the infield, too. A good 15 
minutes before the session starts, 
there are nine of us vying for one 
of the photographer holes in the 
fences. Autosport’s elbows are out. 

Position secured, there’s a good 
view as Sainz barrels into the first 
90-degree corner and clatters over 
the inside kerb. When he does this 
twice more, it’s clear that this is his 
preferred early approach aboard 
the F1-75. The raggedness is also 
on display through the rest of the 
sequence. The Spaniard needs an 
armful of opposite lock to catch the 
rear, which steps out as he passes 
George Russell in the braking zone. 
He then gobbles a load more kerb 
through the more open second 

Sainz’s Ferrari leads 


Russell’s Mercedes 
through the chicane 
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“SAINZ BARRELS INTO 
THE FIRST 90-DEGREE 
CORNER AND CLATTERS 
OVER THE INSIDE KERB” 


apex to unsettle the back axle fora 
second time once he’s clear of the 
Mercedes W13. 

By contrast, Lewis Hamilton 
keeps it much tidier in the other 
Silver Arrow, except for the one lap 
when he runs deep and must drive 
around the sausage kerb to rejoin. 
But his avoidance of the sleeping 


DRS DETECTION 10 


policeman means he can’t turn as 
sharply and so is wider on the exit. 
Not as wide as Mick Schumacher, 
who, with Hamilton on his tail, 
clips the grass to blow a cloud 

of dust in the Brit’s face. 

Then Sainz, one of F1’s more 
introspective and intelligent 
drivers, emerges with the final 
quarter of an hour to play for 
another soft-tyre run. This time, 
he’s noticeably more patient on 
corner entry and less aggressive 
over the kerbs. A quick look at the 
times and, right on cue, he’s posted 
a1m18.750s. The fastest lap of FP1. 
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Curiously, Sainz will seemingly 
abandon this revised line in FP2. 
He’s scruffy once more. As a result, 
he cedes two tenths to his 
pacesetting team-mate in the 
qualifying simulations. 

There is another abiding, more 
holistic thought. This fiddly 
sequence does the 2022 breed 
of heavy cars no favours. Trail 
braking, a change of direction, two 
slow apex speeds, pogoing over 
the rumble strips, then listing 
to the right through Turn 8... 
there’s a fundamental lethargy. 
MATT KEW 
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Oe ae 
Verstappen and the Red aera. TAwavar . 
a — 2 .wae rae > 
Bull team celebrate an mee Se ee 
. —— rr Metdaan 
unexpected win es 


MULLAN 


many mistakes. It’s very hard to always be on the good side. Today, Ferrari team boss Mattia Binotto had to front up yet another media 
Hannah [Schmitz], our strategist, was insanely calm. post-mortem to explain how it all went wrong in 2022 and defeat 
“Nobody really expected this. But we saidto eachother that wehave — hadbeen snatched from the jaws of victory. Once again, he was 
toremain calm. We did that. We made all the right calls in the race. We unconvincing in his defence — presumably so resolute as to save 
pitted it at the right time. We put the right tyres onthe car. That wasthe _face.“Our simulations... our analysis... the data said...” all seemed 
most important thing today. Ferrari chose the wrong tyresin their final | toshowthe team was overly dependent on the advanced software 


stint before they then pitted again. I think also the call we had in the leading them down this particular strategic path. 
beginning, to be on the soft, was a bit safer to stay out of trouble and There was noroom for acting on the fly, as Red Bull had done all 
have a bit of grip. It’s about little details again.” afternoon, Christian Horner stressing: “You have to think on your 
In truth, it wasn’t really details that cost Ferrari this time as Sainz feet... [Ferrari] boxed themselves into a corner.” 
reached the chequered flag in fourth and Leclerc in sixth. Granted, the It had been the clear pacesetter in FP2 on soft tyres, yet Ferrari would 


pitstops were often poor. The fundamental problem wasareluctanceto _ later give the sticky rubber a wide berth and pinits hopes on the white 
go beyond the numbers and look at the bigger picture. The Plans A to F walls. Up until Leclerc’s stop on lap 39, neither F1-75 hadturneda 


that have been instructed over team radio this season show Ferrari wheel on the hard tyres all weekend. 

considers how several scenarios might play out. But there’s been an Binotto did also claim that the car had been much slower than 
unwillingness to blur the lines between the plans, instead hoping anticipated due toa lack of balance at the front end, which led to the 
the race would unfold to match one of its pre-selected boxes. team’s questionable offbeat strategy. But Leclerc’s average lap times 


were within 0.2s of Verstappen’s, who had started three rows further 
back on the grid at a circuit where track position is king. As with the 


tc N 0 B 0 DY R F A [ LY FX p E CTE D T H | S. B UT missteps of Silverstone, Ferrari seemed unwilling to let Leclerc prove 


his worth by battling on track from an even footing. Instead, the pitwall 


WE S Al D W E HI AVE T 0 R EM Al N C A [ M 7 was heavy-handed and left its star driver to defend against his 

9 championship rival with one hand tied behind his back. 
WE M A D E A LL T H E R | G H T CA L LS. As the month-long interlude before the Belgium GP gets under way, 
Leclerc is now 80 points adrift of Verstappen and, besides his win in 
== Austria, astonishingly hasn’t graced the podium since Miami eight 
ay ’ rounds ago. “Obviously, arace like this is frustrating,’ was Leclerc’s 
- assessment.“We need to get better as a whole. It always feels like 
there’s always something going on, whether it’s reliability, mistakes, 
whatever. We need to be better putting a weekend together. We 
have to reset, analyse and to understand where we need to be 
better. This is extremely important.” 

Yes, it’s extremely important to prevent the litany of Ferrari 
blunders in 2022 continuing 
and to put the team in the best 
possible position for future 
championship fights. But, as NEXT Fl REPORT 
for saving this one, perhaps the 


critical time for introspection BELGIAN GRAND PRIX 
and implementing remedies 1 SEPTEMBER ISSUE 


has now passed. ¥ 


om] 
Hamilton and Russell flank 
Red Bull’s Verstappen and clothe! 
Newey on the podium 
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NORRIS BEATS THE 
ALPINES ONCE AGAIN 


Lando Norris was McLaren’s sole 
points scorer, but reckoned his seventh 
place was the best result the British 
team could have hoped for given all 
six Red Bull, Mercedes and Ferrari 
drivers finished the Hungarian race. 

Having taken an impressive fourth 
place in qualifying, Norris was always up 
against it with the out-of-position Max 
Verstappen, Lewis Hamilton and Sergio 
Perez all on recovery drives. All three 
had got ahead by the time McLaren 
brought Norris in to switch his soft 
tyres for mediums at the end of lap 14. 
From there, Norris had a largely lonely 
race — taking the unfavourable hards at 
his second stop but showing enough 
pace to avoid being lapped. 

In the other McLaren, Daniel 
Ricciardo lost ground immediately in 
a battling first lap — during which Kevin 
Magnussen hit him at Turn 1, the Haas 
driver picking up front wing endplate 
damage. The FIA forced him to pit for the 
second time this season to have it fixed. 

On the same tyre strategy as Norris, 
the highlight of Ricciardo’s race was 
a Turn 2 double pass on Alpine pair 
Esteban Ocon and Fernando Alonso 
after the former’s stop at the one-third 
mark. But Ricciardo clattering into 
Lance Stroll at the same spot when they 
emerged from the pits on hard and softs 
respectively for the final stint meant 
taking a deserved penalty that dropped 
him from 13th to 15th in the final order. 


ALL PHOTOGRAPHY 
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Alonso furious then fine 
over staunch Ocon defence 


After the race had finished, Fernando 
Alonso downplayed team-mate 
Esteban Ocon’s “quite extreme” 
defence at the start of the Hungarian 
Grand Prix. But this stood at odds 
with team radio messages he made 
at the end of the opening lap — on 
which Ocon had shoved the other 
Alpine towards the wall off the line, 
then sent it fully off the track when 
running wide out of Turn 5. 

“Never in my life I saw a defence 
like Esteban today,’ Alonso fumed 
over the radio. “We are in the race 
because of me, guys — both.” 

From there, the race remained 
challenging as Alpine gave the pair 
the difficult-to-execute one-stop 
strategy that meant running the 
tricky hard tyres for nearly 50 laps. 
Adding to tensions in the blue 
camp was Ocon’s defence just after 
he had made his sole stop — coming 
out in front of Alonso on cold tyres 
and again defending hard, this time 
at Turn 2. Ocon’s driving kept him 


- x aes 


The number of points Leclerc can score if he wins all remaining 
races with fastest lap and tops the Interlagos sprint. Verstappen 
would take that total with second in each GP, but in that scenario 
would lose the title on countback and doesn’t include the sprint. 
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ahead of Alonso but allowed 
McLaren’s Daniel Ricciardo to 
nip by both on the inside line. 

After the Aston Martin cars, on 
two-stoppers, had followed Ricciardo 
by the two Alpines in the next phase 
of the race, Alonso finally got ahead 
of Ocon when Alpine enacted a team 
orders swap. Their rivals having to 
make an extra stop meant the Alpines 
moved back into the points places and 
they eventually came home eighth and 
ninth — but with Sebastian Vettel 
close behind Ocon on his fresher 
tyres and so ensuring no swap back 
ahead of Alonso was possible. 

“T don’t think so,’ Alonso said 
when asked if the clashes with 
Ocon would have to be addressed at 
Alpine. “We try to race hard always, 
but always giving that 1% margin 
to not have any incidents. We never 
had any and we will never have.” 

“Tt was just racing,” said Ocon, 
specifically referring to the post- 
pitstop clash. 
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SUTTON 


Q&A: CARLOS SAINZ 


If the race had been because it was quite For me, yes. For me, if you 
hotter, could it have a big plastic. But compare my pace on softs 
been a Ferrari 1-2? no engine issues with Lewis Hamilton, it’s clear 
If | guide myself by 1 that | think. that there was [a problem]. 
the pace of Friday, it We went from being much 
should have been an ; How much did you quicker on Friday to slower 
easy 1-2. [The race] p lose in the pits? [in the race]. In the end, we 
was a fight every lap. Two bad pitstops were stopping early because 
No balance in the car. - especially the first we were running out of fronts. 
| couldn’t push because one, where we could have Yes, maybe the pace wasn’t 

| opened the front tyre. | was overcut George [Russell] - bad [early on], but from 15 laps 


just struggling quite a lot cost us probably the race then we were degrading. We VETTEL GETS 

with the car. I’m not surprised lead there. And then [if we’d have to analyse why these 

that | finished P4 because been ahead] everything temperatures affected us. On POINT FOR ASTON 

the feeling in the car was simplifies because you don’t Friday, | was pushing flat out 

quite poor. have dirty air. Something to and had no degradation, and AFTER LATE SWAP 

look at. It’s what it is. Anyway, [in-race] | couldn’t push and 

Any engine-related issues the pace wasn’t great and | was degrading like crazy at Sebastian Vettel rescued the 

during the race? | wasn’t feeling very nice in the front. For me it was more final Hungarian race point 

No, | just found whenlstepped the car. So, leave it there. the pace, | don’t know on for Aston Martin, which 

out of the car, there was plastic the other car. For me, it was engaged team orders with 

trash stuck on the side of the So, the problem was the temperatures [and] a Lance Stroll late on. 

car, which | don’t know ifitwas your pace and not performance swing - a huge After Vettel had crashed 

costing me downforce or not, Ferrari’s strategy? swing that | didn’t expect. in the wet FP3 running, 

Aston’s mechanics scrambled 

to complete their repair job. 

They got the soon-to-be-retired 

German out in time for Qi, but 

he got no further as Aston was 

caught out in a combination of 

track evolution and Vettel not 

having time to do two cooldown 

laps ahead of his final run. 
After escaping his clash with 

Nicholas Latifi at Turn 2 in the 

wake of Stroll having a similar 

incident with Alexander Albon 

up ahead on lap one, Vettel took 

his softs to lap 15 — during 

which he time worked his way 

by Zhou Guanyu and Yuki 

Tsunoda. He then chased Stroll 

as they got stuck in with the 

one-stopping Alpines and it 

was his superior pace in the 


M Oo re woes a n d n Oo pol nts closing stages that led to 


Aston swapping them around. 


: Thi fter Stroll, ing 
for Gasly and AlphaTauri ae a 


been turned around by 


Pierre Gasly battled back from a pitlane back through the order — taking advantage Daniel Ricciardo. 

start at Budapest, but still headed into of the rivals immediately behind him, The team intended to switch 

the summer break with a non-score Zhou Guanyu and Mick Schumacher, them back if Vettel couldn’t 

after a tricky weekend for AlphaTauri. having hard-shod middle stints. catch and repass Ocon, but the 
Gasly qualified 19th after losing his In the other AT03, Yuki Tsunoda had a virtual safety car caused by 

best Qi lap to a track-limits infraction, poor race — spinning at the halfway point Bottas’s late retirement meant 

and a pre-race engine change required while struggling with his car handling, it ran out of time. The gap 

a pitlane start. AlphaTauri picked the something AlphaTauri said its data between Ocon and Vettel 

hard tyre-avoiding strategy, with Gasly couldn’t explain. He was the last classified was 0.1s, with Stroll 7.6s 

going back to last after his first stop to go runner after Valtteri Bottas pulled out of further back in 11th. 

from softs to mediums before returning 12th, just as the Aston Martins had passed “T was very close on the 

to softs for the stint to the end. He rose by, late on due to a fuel system issue. final lap, but I needed just one 


more corner to make a move,” 
Vettel reflected. 
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20 Gasly #10 a 18 Vettel #5 a 16 Tsunoda #22 = 14 Stroll #18 = 12 Zhou #24 —— 
1m19.527s 1m19.273s im.20 iO 17191375 MO 118.5735 
v a v a v A v a v a 
. ad ig 19 Latifi #6 @ati2e. 17 Albon #23 15 Schumacher #47 eat.” Magnussen #20 eae 11 Perez #11 
1m19.570s 1m19.256s 1m19.202s 1m18.825s = 1m18.516s 


FREE PRACTICE 1 FREE PRACTICE 2 FREE PRACTICE 3 SEASON STATS 


POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME 
ha 
1 Sainz 1m18.750s 1 Leclere 1m18.445s 1 Latifi 1m41.480s CUAMSIONEHIP FUG aie ER 
2  Verstappen 1m18.880s 2 Norris 1m18.662s 2 Leclerc 1m42.141s 1 Verstappen 258 Tl fT 
3 Leclerc 1m19.039s 3 Sainz 1m18.676s 3  Albon 1m42.381s pubveclere 178 1 1 
4 Norris 1m19.299s 4  Verstappen 1m18.728s 4  Verstappen 1m43.205s 3 Perez 173 T Tl 
5 Russell 1m19.606s 5 Ricciardo 1m18.872s 5 Russell 1m43.434s 4 Russell 158 3 1 
6 al 1m19.622s 6 Alonso 1m19.049s 6 eis 1m43.570s 6 Sains 156 1 1 
7 Hamilton 1m19.710s 7 Vettel 1m19.253s 7 ~~ Sainz 1m43.589s Subamitten 146 3 4 
8 Ricciardo 1m19.841s 8 Russell 1m19.355s 8 Norris 1m43.743s 3 
7 Norris 76 3 3 
9 Ocon 1m20.348s 9 Perez 1m19.397s 9 Vettel 1m44.178s 
8 Ocon 58 5 5) 
10 Alonso 1m20.377s 10 Bottas 1m19.411s 10 Magnussen 1m44.655s 6° Rottas 4G 5 5 
11 Vettel 1m20.383s 11 Hamilton 1m19.547s 11 Hamilton 1m44.832s 
10 Alonso 41 5 2 
12 Stroll 1m20.414s 12 Zhou 1m19.605s 12 Schumacher  1m45.156s 
11 Magnussen 22 5 4 
13 Gasly 1m20.456s 13. Ocon 1m19.614s 13. Ocon 1m45.570s ree 
—_ 12 Ricciardo 19 6 6 
14 Tsunoda 1m20.695s 14 = Stroll 1m19.702s 14 Ricciardo 1m45.624s 
13 Gasly 16 5 6 
15 Zhou 1m20.810s 15 Gasly 1m19.730s 15 Stroll 1m45.638s 
14 Vettel 16 6 9 
16 Albon 1m20.834s 16 Magnussen 1m19.818s 16 Zhou 1m45.691s 
15 Schumacher 12 6 6 
17 Magnussen 1m20.921s 17 Schumacher 1m19.985s 17 Tsunoda 1m45.850s 
ape 16 Tsunoda 11 7 8 
18 Schumacher’ 1m21.027s 18 Latifi 1m20.488s 18 Bottas 1m45.930s aes a ; 5 
ou 
19 Kubica 1m21.179s 19 Tsunoda 1m20.521s 19 Gasly 1m46.091s 
— 18 Stroll 4 10 10 
20 Latif 1m21.413s 20 Albon 1m20.615s 20 Perez 1m48.240s 
19 Albon 3 9 11 
WEATHER Sunny, air 34-37C track 46-55C WEATHER Sunny, air 35-37C track 45-50C WEATHER Wet, air 20-22C track 23-31C 20 Latifi 0 'p) 10 
21 Hulkenberg 0 12 17 
SPEED TRAP (QUALIFYING) CONSTRUCTORS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 
Williams 193.3mph 1 RedBull 431 
2 Ferrari 334 
Mercedes 189.6mph 
Red Bull eat 3 Mercedes 304 
ed Bu 3m 4 
: R 4 Alpine 99 
aas : 
is3amph 5 McLaren 95 
Metaren eons 6 Alfa Romeo 51 
Ferrari 188.0mph 7 Haas 34 
AlphaTauri 187.0mph 8 AlphaTauri 27 
Aston Martin 187.0mph 9 Aston Martin 20 
Alpine 186.6mph 10 Williams 3 
Alfa Romeo 186.3mph 
QUALIFYING BATTLE 
Hamilton 6 6 Russell 
Verstappen 10 Perez 
QUALIFYING 1 QUALIFYING 2 QUALIFYING 3 Leclerc 9 Sainz 
POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME Ricciardo 1 11 Norris 
1 Hamilton 1m18.374s 1 Verstappen 1m17.703s 1 Russell 1m17.377s Alonso 6 Ocon 
2 Russell 1m18.407s 2 Leclerc 1m17.768s 2 Sainz 1m17.421s Gasly 7 Tsunoda 
3 Sainz 1m18.434s 3 Alonso 1m17.904s 3 Leclerc 1m17.567s Vettel 8 Stroll 
4  Verstappen 1m18.509s 4 Sainz 1m17.946s 4 Norris 1m17.769s Stroll 1 Hulkenberg 
5 Norris 1m18.653s 5 Hamilton 1m18.035s 5 Ocon 1m18.018s Latifi 2 10 Albon 
6 Alonso 1m18.716s 6 Norris 1m18.121s 6 Alonso 1m18.078s Zhou 3 10 Bottas 
7  Ricciardo 1m18.775s 7 Russell 1m18.154s 7 Hamilton 1m18.142s Magnussen 11 2 Schumacher 
8 Leclerc 1m18.806s 8  Ricciardo 1m18.198s 8  Bottas 1m18.157s BasedonQ1/02/03 
9 Ocon 1m18.866s 9 Ocon 1m18.216s 9 Ricciardo 1m18.379s WINS sessions, notsprintraces. 
10 Bottas 1m18.935s 10 Bottas 1m18.445s 10 Verstappen 1m18.823s Verstappen 8 Eventsremoved when one 
driverinateamcouldnot 
11 Zhou 1m18.973s 11 Perez 1m18.516s WEATHER Cloudy, air 21-25C track 30-33C Leclerc 3 record a representative 
12 Magnussen 1m18.993s 12 Zhou 1m18.573s Perez 1 time forreasons outside 
13 Perez 1m19.118s 13 Magnussen 1m18.825s Sainz 1 theircontrol 
14 Schumacher = 1m19.164s 14 Stroll 1m19.137s NEXT RACE FASTESTLAPS 
15 Stroll 1m19.205s 15 Schumacher  1m19.202s POLEPOSITIONS Leclerc 3 
16 =«&T d 1m19.240 Sous Leclerc 7 Verstappen 3 
sunoda m19.240s 
BELGIAN GP 7 
17 Albon 1m19.256s Verstappen 3 Hamilton 2 
S 
18 Vettel 1m19.273s Ne Perez 1 Perez 2 
19 Gasly 1m19.527s Sainz 1 Sainz 2 
20 Latif 1m19.570s Russell 1 Norris il 
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POWERED BY 
Motorsport Stats is the pre-eminent provider of motorsport data to media owners, rights-holders, 
bookmakers and sponsors. Its data services are founded on the world’s largest repository of racing 
results dating back to 1897. For more information contact sales@motorsportstats.com 


STARTING GRID — 


10 Verstappen #1 are. 8 Bottas #77 =. 6 Alonso #14 ve are. 4 Norris #4 @akzre. 2 Sainz #55 = 
1M18.823s 1m18.157s Omer Os 1m18.078s 1m17.769s 1m17.421s Omer 
v a v a v A Vv a v a 
< ae 9 Ricciardo #3 % ae : 7 Hamilton #44 x ——- 5 Ocon #31 *€ a 3 Leclerc #16 € oe 1 Russell #63 
, 1m18.379s 1m18.142s 1m18.018s 1m17.567s 1m17.377s 
ROUND 13/22 (70 LAPS - 190.53 MILES) 
POS DRIVER TEAM FINISHTIME LED TYRES POS DRIVER TIME GAP LAP 
1  MaxVerstappen (nLp) Red Bull 1h39m35.912s 20 Su, Mn, Mn 1 Hamilton 1m21.386s - 57 
2 Lewis Hamilton (csr) Mercedes +7.8345 4 Mn, Mn, Su 2 Leclerc 1m21.622s +0.236s 57 
3 George Russell (csr) Mercedes +12.337s 24 Su, Mn, Mn 3 Perez 1m21.940s +0.554s 44 
4 Carlos Sainz (Esp) Ferrari +14.579s 8 Mn, Mn, Su 4 Sainz 1m22.000s +0.614s 51 
5 Sergio Perez (mex) Red Bull +15.688s Sn, Mn,Mn 5 Zhou 1m22.029s +0.643s 58 
6  CharlesLeclerc (mco) Ferrari +16.047s 14 Mn, Mn, Hn, Su 6 Verstappen 1m22.126s +0.740s 45 
7 LandoNorris (cer) McLaren-Mercedes +1m18.300s Sn,Mn,Hn 7 ~~ Stroll 1m22.437s +1,051s 51 
8 FernandoAlonso (Esp) Alpine-Renault -llap/+8.214s Mn,Hn 8 Latifi 1m22.478s +1.092s 60 
9 Esteban Ocon (Fra) Alpine-Renault -1lap/+11.088s Mn,Hn 9 Russell 1m22.766s +1.380s if 
10 Sebastian Vettel (peu) Aston Martin-Mercedes -llap/+11.231s Sn, Mu, Mn 10 Vettel 1m22.824s +1,438s 51 
11 Lance Stroll (can) Aston Martin-Mercedes -1lap/+18.842s Su, Mu, Su 11 Norris 1m23.043s +1.657s 47 
12 Pierre Gasly (Fra) AlphaTauri-Red Bull -1lap/+31.790s Sn,Mn,Sn 12 Albon 1m23.047s +1.661s 43 
13. Zhou Guanyu (cHN) AlfaRomeo-Ferrari -llap/+37.215s Mn, Hn, Sn 13. Schumacher 1m23.151s +1.765s 50 
14 MickSchumacher (Dev) Haas-Ferrari -llap/+37.502s Mn, Hn, Mn 14 Gasly 1m23.199s +1,.813s 58 
15 Daniel Ricciardo (aus) McLaren-Mercedes -llap/+41.437s Su, Mn, Hn 15 Magnussen 1m23.511s +2.125s 37 
16 Kevin Magnussen (Dnk) Haas-Ferrari -1lap/+1m06.024s Mn, Hn, Mn, Sn 16 Tsunoda 1m23.538s +2.152s 58 
17 Alexander Albon (tHa) Williams-Mercedes -1lap/+1m06.874s Sn, Mn, Mn, Sn 17 Ricciardo 1m23.654s +2,.268s 63 
18 Nicholas Latifi (can) Williams-Mercedes -llap/+1m18.997s Mn, Mn, Sn, $n 18 Alonso 1m23.979s +2.593s 47 
19 YukiTsunoda Vpn) AlphaTauri-Red Bull -2 laps/+52.829s Sn, Mn, Sn, Su 19 Bottas 1m24.002s +2.616s 60 
20 Valtteri Bottas (Fin) Alfa Romeo-Ferrari 65 laps-fuel Mn,Hn 20 Ocon 1m24.149s +2.763s 60 


WEATHER Cloudy, air 19-21C track 24-29C 
WINNER’S AVERAGE SPEED 114.779mph FASTEST LAP AVERAGE SPEED 120.414mph 


STAT 
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Verstappen has overtaken 
Jackie Stewart for eighth 


TYRES RACE BRIEFING 


FP1 conditions and additional 
ROBERT KUBICAreplaced — power unit elements used 
BOTTAS at Alfa Romeo 


KEY: H-Hard M-Medium S- Soft I-Intermediate W-Wet n-Newset u- Used set 


HARD MEDIUM SOFT 
¥ v v 
ci c2 c3 c4 cs 


RACE PENALTIES 


GRID PENALTIES RICCIARDO Five-second 


GASLY Required to start penalty and two licence on the F1 world 
INTERMEDIATE WET from the pitlane; car points for causing a championship’s 
modified under parc ferme collision with Stroll winners list 
LAP CHART What happened, when 
LAP 10 LAP 15 LAP 20 LAP 25 LAP 30 LAP 35 LAP 40 LAP 45 LAP 50 LAP 55 LAP 60 LAP 65 LAP 70 


t LAP 5 
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Sainz 


Leclerc 


Norris 


Ocon 


Alonso 


Hamilton 


Bottas 


Ricciardo 
Verstappen 
Perez 

Zhou 
Magnussen 
Stroll 
Schumacher § 
Tsunoda 


Albon 


Vettel 
Latifi 
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Gasly 


@ Pitstop @ Crash @ Mechanical failure & Penalty 


Carlapped = Safetycar Virtual Safety car ™ Red flag 
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RACE CENTRE HUNGARIAN GP 


VERSTAPPEN AND HAMILTON 
ON TOP? SO VERY 2021... 


The former title rivals showed their class to finish first and second 


MERCEDES 


Ge 
LEWIS HAMILTON 
Started 7th — Result 2nd 


Reckoned he 
could have been 
on the front row 
had his DRS not 
failed as he started his 
final Q3 lap. Stands to 
reason as he was the 
quicker Merc in Ql and 
Q2. His race pace was 
stellar to build ona 
lightning start and 
jump his team-mate. 
Although both nines, 
Hamilton is a close 
second to Verstappen. 


McLAREN 


DANIEL RICCIARDO 


Started 9th — Result15th 


Copped a 5s 

penalty for the 

crash with Stroll. 

Barely troubled 
an apex during the 
opening sector of his 
Q3 lap, six tenths off 
Norris and behind 
Ocon and Alonso in 
McLaren’s fight for 
fourth with Alpine. 
His double Alpine 
overtake was gorgeous 
and well worth an 
extra point here. 


in Hungary — and they topped our rating scores too 


GEORGE RUSSELL 


Started lst Result3rd 


Scored a brilliant 

maiden pole 

when Ferrari and 

Red Bull left the 
door open to qualify 
well ahead of the 
W13’s true pace. Smart 
in wheel-to-wheel 
combat with the faster 
Ferraris during an 
impressive first stint. 
But less convincing on 
the medium tyres to 
Slip behind Hamilton, 
as reflected here. 


LANDO NORRIS 


Started 4th — Result 7th 


Made low-speed 
balance count 
with a brilliant 
qualifying lap 
and vanquished both 
Alpines. Cooler race 
day meant struggles 
on the soft tyres, plus 
McLaren resorted to 
the hards, demoting 
Norris three places, 
and he finished nearly 
80s down. Was very 
strong on mediums 
and beat the Alpines. 
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MATT KEW 


RED BULL 


_~ 


TAS, 


MAX VERSTAPPEN 
Started 10th— Result1st 


The recovery 
from 10th to win 
was sublime. 
But must be 
marked down for two 
blunders. He’d already 
messed up his banker 
Q3 lap to run seventh 
prior to a power loss. 
Then, he spun in the 
race once he passed 
Leclerc and had to do 
the hard work all over 
again. Otherwise, an 
exceptional showing. 


ALPINE 


FERNANDO ALONSO 


Started 6th — Result 8th 


Beaten by his 
team-mate and 
the lead McLaren 
in qualifying. 
Both he and Ocon 
were jumped by 
Hamilton off the line, 
then, like everyone 
else on the hard tyre, 
watched the pace 
disappear. Still, he 
proved quicker than 
team-mate Ocon to 
force the pit wall 
to swap positions. 


SERGIO PEREZ 


Started 11th — Result 5th 


Flattered by 
Verstappen’s Q3 
woes to qualify 
just one place 
behind his team-mate 
after poor one-lap 
pace. Was an effective 
deputy in the race and 
enjoyed strong late 
speed, but VSC cost 
a podium. Part of his 
climb, it should be 
noted, was aided by 
the Alpine and Ferrari 
strategy shortcomings. 


ESTEBAN OCON 


Started 5th —Result9th 


Started by 
outqualifying his 
team-mate to 
equal his best 
grid position of year. 
Sunday was a little 
less impressive. 
Borderline too 
aggressive off the line 
and, on the same 
suboptimal hard tyre 
one-stop as Alonso, 
was the slower car and 
asked to move over. 
Just kept Vettel at bay. 


FERRARI 


CHARLES LECLERC 


Started 3rd —Result6th 


Wasn’t as strong 
as Verstappen, 
even without 
Ferrari’s strategy 
shambles. He also 
turned in a rare messy 
Q3 lap to be the slower 
of the F1-75s. Didn’t 
get close enough to 
Sainz to force team 
orders early on, but 
had the legs after the 
first stops for what 
was beginning to 
look like the win... 


ALPHATAURI 


PIERRE GASLY 


Started 20th - Result12th 


Loses marks for 
having his Q1 
time binned for 
exceeding track 
limits to qualify 
behind Tsunoda, who 
he was otherwise a 
tenth quicker than. 
With a fresh engine, 
from a pitlane start, 
showed middling 
pace. All the cars 
he beat were ona 
worse tyre strategy or 
required an extra stop. 


CARLOS SAINZ 


Started2nd — Result 4th 


Ascruffy final Q3 
lap left the door 
open for Russell 
in a slower car. 
But beating his 
team-mate is a plus. 
On the mediums once 
Russell’s softs were 
worn, he didn’t ask too 
many questions of the 
Mercedes. Was spared 
the hard tyre although 
Ferrari’s pitstops were 
ridden with mistakes 
that cost a podium. 


- — 


Started 16th -Result19th 


Lowest scorer 
but hardly his 
worst showing. 
Trumping of 
Gasly in Q1 was 
artificial thanks to the 
Frenchman exceeding 
track limits. In the 
race, Tsunoda got 
nowhere near taming 
the car, and his toil 
was encapsulated by 
the clumsy spin out of 
the chicane, which 
cost three places. 


SEBASTIAN VETTEL 


Started 18th-Result10th 


Since the car was 
ready to qualify 
with minutes to 
spare, he’s not 
marked down for the 
FP3 crash. But 
mismanaged tyres 
meant the rubber was 
too hot for a second 
flying lap and left 
Vettel eliminated in 
Q1. Raced well to 
chase Ocon, missing 
the Alpine by only 0.1s 
thanks to the late VSC. 


HAAS 


&, 


Started 13th-Result 16th 


Beat team-mate 
in qualifying with 
faster upgraded 
car, but Q3 was 
beyond reach. Just 
inside the points when 
race was scuppered by 
front-wing damage 
and an unscheduled 
stop. Magnussen 
was then put ona 
thankless hard-tyre 
stint before twice 
more visiting the pits 
to fade to anonymity. 


LANCE STROLL 


Started 14th-Result11th 


Had the measure 
of Vettel in 
qualifying when 
both Astons fell 
short of grip ona 
washed track. In the 
GP, was ahead of Vettel 
- having been punted 
round by Ricciardo - 
on the same strategy. 
Without a final set of 
useable medium tyres, 
was left out on ageing 
softs. That forced the 
team to swap cars. 


MICK SCHUMACHER 


Started 15th- Result 14th 


Four tenths off 
team-mate in 
qualifying in 
older-spec Haas. 
Kept it clean when 
Stroll and Zhou were 
squeezed at the start 
by his team-mate to 
pick up acouple of 
positions. Was nearing 
the top 10 when put 
on the race-ruining 
hard tyres. Did beat 
Magnussen to make 
up for qualifying gap. 


WILLIAMS 


= 
NICHOLAS LATIFI 


Started 19th -Result18th 


FP3 pacesetter, 
but FW44’s 
instability in the 
wind meant the 
rear stepped out at 
final corner to costa 
Q2 place. Fastest fora 
time in the first sector, 
but it’s still a mistake 
and he was slower 
than Albon. Was then 
caught up with Vettel 
on the first lap to 
sustain damage 
that sapped speed. 


— 


ALEX ALBON 


Started 17th -Result 17th 


Even with an 

upgrade, it was 

always a struggle 

at a high- 
downforce track to 
make Q2. Like Latifi, 
was blown around by 
wind to lose time in 
the final two corners. 
Was ona hiding to 
nothing after the Turn 
2 pinch with Stroll that 
required a front-wing 
change and, in total, 
three pitstops. 


HUNGARIAN GP RACE CENTRE 


ZHOU GUANYU 


Started 12th-Result13th 


A fine Q2 lap, 
even if traffic on 
the out-lap hurt 
tyre prep. Still, 
Zhou missed the top 
10 when Bottas didn’t. 
Fluffed his launch to 
fall to 17th and then 
tried and aborted a 
one-stop on hards. His 
exceptional race pace 
is noted, comparable 
to the top six to undo 
some damage, even if 
points were missed. 


HONE 


‘@) motorsport 
IMAGES 


VALTTERI BOTTAS 


Started 8th — Result20th 


Had one-lap legs 

over Zhou and 

outqualified 

Perez. An 
oscillation stymied the 
launch and was then 
bullied through the 
opening corners by 
the quicker soft-shod 
starters. Recovered 
well to the fringes of 
the points given he 
was one-stopping on 
hards, before retiring 
with a fuel issue. 


TOP 10 AVERAGE RATINGS 


AUTOSPORT’S RATING AFTER ROUND 13* 
*Excludes Nico Hulkenberg (7.0) 


Leclerc 8.2 
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Hamilton 8.0 
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Norris 7.4 
Sainz 7.2 
Alonso 6.9 
Bottas 6.9 
Vettel 6.8 


Magnussen 6.9 


READERS’ RATING AFTER ROUND 13* 


* Excludes Nico Hulkenberg(6.9) 


Russell 8.1 
Norris 7.4 
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Verstappen 8.2 
Hamilton 7.6 


GIVE 
YOUR DRIVER 
RATINGS 


BIT.DO/ASRATINGS 
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Sainz 7.3 
Alonso 7.1 
Bottas 7.0 

Perez 7.0 


Magnussen 6.8 
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FORMULA E LONDON 


Di Grassi denies Dennis 
docklands double 


The Andretti ace kept the home fires burning in the first race, but had no 
answer to Venturi’s former champion in the second at London’s ExCeL 


JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 


motorsport 


PHOTOGRAPHY IMAGES 


s Formula E’s eighth season gets into the business 
end of the calendar, you could be forgiven for 
assuming that all four title contenders would be on 
top form. On-off points leader Stoffel Vandoorne set 
course for London’s docklands with an 11-point lead 

over Edoardo Mortara, with Mitch Evans a further five points back 

and Jean-Eric Vergne on the periphery too. 

That all of them at some point dropped the ball for varying 
reasons meant that the championship’s complexion changed 
completely ahead of the Seoul finale — and it also handed an 
opportunity to the more unfancied players who arrived at the 
ExCeL to provide a surprise exhibition. 

Jake Dennis was the only driver on the grid to have won at the 
indoors-outdoors east London venue, with ‘other’ winner Alex Lynn 
no longer part of the electric circus. But given the season Dennis 
has had with Andretti, with great qualifying pace unable to temper 
the American squad’s inconsistent race showings, he felt it would 
be difficult to achieve a repeat of last year’s heroics. 

Where Andretti has struggled in 2022 is in its powertrain’s 
efficiency. Following BMW’s withdrawal, the team no longer has 
works support to rely on. While the Bavarian manufacturer’s 
engineers remain present, the software is largely the same as 
it ended last season with. Other manufacturers have made 
great strides over the off-season with their maps, pushing 
Andretti down the pecking order. 

This had hurt Andretti the most at the quicker circuits. Mexico 
City in February, for example, was dismal — and Berlin in May was 
even worse. But London is the slowest circuit of the year and the 
least energy-intensive, meaning even a reduction from 52kWh to 
46kWh of useable energy capacity for both races was considered 
quite conservative. Even in qualifying trim, where energy saving 
doesn’t matter, the layout played into Andretti’s hands nicely. 

Dennis thus began Saturday in exquisite form. He headed free 
practice, and then set out his stall in qualifying by topping his 
group, booking himself a quarter-final tie with Nissan’s Maximilian 
Guenther, the German making his first duels appearance amid a 
miserable first season with the team. But Dennis’s former Andretti 
team-mate couldn’t hold a candle to the lanky Nuneaton native, 
and was brushed aside by over half a second in the duel. 

Nyck de Vries could not stop Dennis progressing to the final 
either, setting up an encounter with points leader Vandoorne. The 
Belgian was the only driver among the ‘Big Four’ to actually make it 
into the last eight: Mortara struggled to coax any time out of his 
Venturi package, neither could Vergne from his DS Techeetah. 
Evans, meanwhile, had to contend with Jaguar being inconsistent 
in qualifying and couldn’t make the cut either. 

Vandoorne did his utmost to extend his title advantage with ener 
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A 13th Formula E win for 
di Grassi, and below 


right, a third for Dennis 
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Vandoorne drove like 
strong points 


“To replicate what we did last 
year was amazing, full house 


obviously this year with the fans” 


points for pole, but the Mercedes man shipped too much time 

in the opening pair of sectors as Dennis smoothly scampered 
around the circuit and collected his first pole of the year to raucous 
applause. With thousands of home fans in attendance, presumably 
avoiding some other high-profile non-motorsporting event, the 
response from the grandstands every time Dennis passed by was of 
vociferous support. With Vandoorne behind on the grid, probably 


Dennis also covered off to preserve his lead into the second half of 
the race. By the close of both their attack modes, Dennis had 2% 
more energy than the chasing Vandoorne. It looked serene out in 
front, and it was at this point that Dennis began to break-build, 
finding a 1.5s lead over Vandoorne — and still with more energy — 
to extend his advantage. 

Although the championship leader was able to get within a 


the one driver not predisposed to risking it all with a do-or-die 


pass, the Briton was in a good position. 


From the get-go, Dennis was in control. He kept the lead at 
the start and began to try to set the pace, keeping Vandoorne’s 
Mercedes at arm’s length. The leading pair took their opening 
attack modes together on the ninth lap, with the two activations 
of 250kW lasting a minute each, and thus remained glued 


together — matched for power. 


With Vandoorne arguably requiring a strategic advantage to get 
one over Dennis, he was asked to take attack mode on lap 17, which 


Ona largely miserable weekend for the Formula E 
title contenders, Stoffel Vandoorne did everything 
that a championship leader needed to do: pick up 
consistent points without taking any unnecessary 
risks. Although Sunday required more than 
Saturday’s relative cruise to second, the Belgian 
had the pace to scythe through the order from 

a lowly grid position to fourth, avoiding any 
trouble in a slightly chaotic second race. 

A 36-point lead over Mitch Evans looks difficult 
to overcome at this stage, with 58 points left on the 
table in Seoul’s double-header. If that lead remains 
largely intact by the end of Saturday, Vandoorne 
could even wrap it up a day early. 
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second of Dennis in the final 15 minutes, he remained 1% down 


on energy as the Avalanche Andretti driver continued to manage 


his pace out front. Vandoorne, meanwhile, was told not to take any 
risks — although he tried a last-ditch attempt to close in on the 
leader with a late use of Fanboost, but to no avail. 

It proved enough for Dennis to, at the end of the race, extend 
his advantage over Vandoorne and claim his second London E-Prix 


win — he won the Saturday race at the ExCeL last year from 


Evans’s systems glitch has left the Jaguar driver 
with a mountain to climb in South Korea. He had 
been typically excellent in his own run to fourth in 
Sunday’s race, before losing power with three laps 
remaining and eventually dropping out of the 
race. A potential 22-point deficit looked more 
manageable, before unreliability reared its ugly 
head. But the Kiwi isn’t down and out just yet. 

“It’s still mathematically possible and it’s a 
whole new venue,” Evans said of Seoul. “It’s not 
Berlin, thank God, but it’s a whole new venue. 

A lot of things can happen in Formula E. 

“We’re fighters — as you’ve seen in some of my 

races, | don’t give up, the team definitely doesn’t. 


second on the grid. He also bagged the fastest lap in the 
process, completing his Grand Slam at home. 


They want it bad, and all we can do is go there 
with the mentality to try and win the race and 
then leave it up to the rest. 

“For now, it hurts, and | just want to get to Seoul 
and try and capitalise on it. But we need to do our 
homework and go there with the right approach.” 

Edoardo Mortara is 41 points behind Vandoorne 
but felt that his title run was over after Saturday’s 
race, stating “the gap is too big to be thinking 
about championships”. Jean-Eric Vergne trails by 
57 points after failing to score in four straight 
races, and needs to win both Seoul events, with 
pole and fastest laps in each - and hope 
Vandoorne scores nothing. 
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“To replicate what we did last year was absolutely amazing, 
full house obviously this year with the fans. Crossing the line 
and hearing the British fans was one of the best moments,” Dennis 
crooned after the race. “The race itself was pretty challenging at 
the start; I was just trying to manage Nyck and Stoffel really. 
Obviously they’re team-mates and would work together a little 
bit and I feel like we did that quite well. I think towards the end 
of the race we were pretty in control, we were up on energy 
and just managing the race. 

“T think the biggest thing is it’s quite a technical circuit, 
and I we’ve mechanically got a very good car — it’s just when 
we go to the faster circuits we seem to struggle a little bit more. 
I’m ina pretty good rhythm around here. A clean qualifying 
lap did 80% of the work today, and then just keeping Stoffel 
at bay and then just managing his Fanboost towards the end 
was really the biggest thing.” 

Although de Vries had flashed across the line in third, having 


Vandoorne (left) looks set 
to succeed team-mate de 
Vries as world champion 
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Evans (9) and Bird (10) 


were out of luck at 
Jaguar’s home race 3 


overcome separate challenges from surprise contender Sergio Sette 
Camara (whose attempts to open Dragon Penske’s account for the 
year came to nought, as did his useable energy by the end) and Nick 
Cassidy, the Kiwi usurped the Dutchman in the stewards’ room. The 
New York City winner was throwing the kitchen sink at de Vries in 
the dying stages of the race, but ‘robust’ defending from the reigning 
champion kept him at bay. But said defending was too robust for 
the FIA, who handed de Vries a five-second penalty. 

Showing great pace in the Audi-powered Envision, Cassidy led 
the way in Sunday practice, about four hundredths quicker than a 
late effort from Antonio Felix da Costa, who had finally uncovered 
some pace from the DS hardware. Come qualifying, and Dennis 
was on top again in his group. While he’d managed to stitch 
together another strong lap, the title contenders’ efforts began to 
unravel when neither Vandoorne nor Mortara progressed from 
Group A into the duels. As they sat nervously through Group B, 
their misfortunes were left uncompounded when Vergne and 
Evans also failed to progress once again. 

Vergne looked to have crept into the top four but was dumped 
into fifth by a surprise lap from Antonio Giovinazzi, who booked 
his first place in the duels in a bumper weekend for Dragon. The 
Italian’s heroics continued when he moved past de Vries in the 
quarters, but ultimately was not a match for Lucas di Grassi, who 
appeared to wake up on Sunday morning full of vim and vigour. 

The Brazilian had initially made it into the duels on Saturday, but 
had his lap times deleted for apparently impeding Evans — that left 
the 2016-17 champion furious, perhaps slightly playing to the 
camera nestled in the Venturi garage... 

Dennis dispatched Sebastien Buemi and da Costa to reach 
another final, which promised to be a closely fought encounter with 
di Grassi given their similar laps through each duel. Dennis began 
with the slenderest of advantages and slowly began to grow it, until 
di Grassi dropped a clanger in the final sector and shipped a second 
to the Saturday winner, giving Dennis a second successive pole. 

But Sunday’s dynamic was altogether different. Attack mode 
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r London course weaving 
min n and out of ExCeL 


was pegged at three activations, rather than the usual two, and 
di Grassi was going to hound Dennis in a manner Vandoorne 
had perhaps not been willing to do. 

Di Grassi took his first hit of 250kW power on lap 10 of 38, with 
Dennis responding on the following lap. But once his first four 
minutes had elapsed, the Venturi driver then took the undercut 
with his second attack mode on lap 13, which put Dennis at the 
disadvantage with the attack-mode offset as the Brazilian caught 
up to the Andretti machine, Dennis needing to take the off-line 
power boost activation twice more. 

Dennis picked up his second activation and closed in on di Grassi, 
who had picked up the lead, with the Venturi driver returning the 
favour three laps later on lap 21 once Dennis’s activation had 
elapsed. Although Dennis had track position, he would have to cede 
it once more. He managed to defend the lead until di Grassi’s final 
attack mode activation had run out, and was told to spend some 
energy in building a gap to collect attack mode and potentially 
grab the lead on his return to the racing line. 

Dennis got the gap up to 0.9s, but that proved to be the zenith 
of his advantage — and di Grassi closed up again, forcing Dennis to 
take his last attack mode with a 0.4s lead. It proved fatal to his 
hopes of a double victory and, with his tyres beginning to feel the 
burn, he could not kick on. Instead, di Grassi used the opportunity 
to open the interval to an eventually unassailable 3.2s, claiming 
his first win since Berlin last year. 

“Basically, the first two attack modes didn’t matter — I just 
needed to stay close to Jake with more energy,” explained di Grassi. 
“And then the third attack mode I had to use to overtake him, 


Giovinazzi (99) qualified 
third on Sunday to fight 


Dennis and di Grassi 


34 AUTOSPORT.COM 4 AUGUST 2022 


eee we Clever use use of attack 
sae mode strategy allowed i 


(OEE ARATE LE 
ETLLaSaaaye: | 


PATS TML SMH tl PS re 
| Tee seasSRE | (oo erasa Lae a Tape Ta; 


Lil bponae'd 11 BoE al UL een tack 


“When he used his attack mode, 
he could not get close. Then I was 
pretty sure the race was settled” 


because I knew on track would have been difficult. So we undercut 
and we had more energy. When he used his attack mode, he could 
not get close. Then I was pretty sure the race was settled” 

Once Dennis’s attack mode had elapsed, di Grassi could open the 
lead up even further, and was left relatively unbothered over the 
remainder of the race while Dennis had to contend with a hard- 
charging de Vries. Di Grassi admitted that the pace and better 
energy of de Vries worried him, but a wheel issue on the 
Frieslander’s car meant he could not challenge Dennis for second. 

In the championship stakes, Vandoorne claimed fourth from 13th 
on the grid in an excellent drive, although he had been outdone by 
Evans over the majority of the race until the Kiwi’s Jaguar began to 
exhibit “strange behaviour” under braking. Evans, lying fourth and 
looking good to chip Vandoorne’s title lead down to 22 points, 
instead came to a crawl and had to perform a power cycle in the 
chicane runoff to try to cure his ailments. 

Although the car got rolling again, Evans felt it was “unraceable” 
and so his day was over. Instead of Evans closing the championship 
lead, Vandoorne added another 12 points onto his buffer. Daresay 
that the level-headed ex-McLaren Fi driver now has one hand at 
least hovering over the 2022 trophy, since his consistency on the 
scoreboard now looks imperious. 

And so, in just a matter of days, we’ll likely have a new Formula E 
champion as the season closes out in Seoul for the last race of 
the Gen2 era. But on a weekend where football ‘came home’ as 
England won the women’s Euro 2022, London once again 
watched a home hero take victory — at least, before 
England was beaten by Brazil on Sunday. “¥ 


IN THE HEADLINES 


CASSIDY FURY WITH GUENTHER 
Nick Cassidy was furious with Maximilian 
Guenther in race two, citing “seven” different 
moments of contact that handed the Kiwi a 
puncture while running in seventh, also 
terminally damaging the Envision car’s 
suspension. “We know from [Saturday’s] 
pace and practice that we were fighting for 
the podium and to be taken out by Mr 
Desperados absolutely sucks,” Cassidy said. 


BEST FINISH FOR ASKEW 

Oliver Askew claimed his best Formula E 
finish with fourth in race one, the Andretti 
driver promoted after Nyck de Vries was 
handed a penalty for weaving in front of 
Nick Cassidy. But the American was in the 
wars on Sunday, getting a drivethrough for 
pitching Oliver Rowland into a brief airborne 
moment at the start. Askew contended 

it was a racing incident. 


BIRD FIGHTS ON WITH INJURY 
Sam Bird fractured his hand in Turn 1 
contact in Sunday’s race, but carried on 
regardless to finish eighth, despite a 
five-second penalty for causing a collision 
with Pascal Wehrlein. He will be assessed 
by a specialist before his participation 

at the Seoul finale is confirmed. Reserve 
driver Norman Nato is expected to be 

on standby if Bird cannot race. 


CAMARA SCORES FOR DRAGON... 
Sergio Sette Camara was one of the London 
weekend’s star men, taking Dragon’s first 
points of the year with ninth in the second 
race. He’d qualified fourth for race one, but 
the team hit systems issues at the end that 
meant he ran out of energy while running in 
the points. His Sunday drive was impressive, 
rising from 19th to score. 


...AND GIOVINAZZI IMPRESSES 
The Brazilian’s Dragon team-mate Antonio 
Giovinazzi (below) had his best showing too 
in a fraught maiden Formula E season, 
qualifying third on Sunday. But after a pair 
of penalties, one a drivethrough for power 
overuse, with a harsh second penalty for 
contact with Antonio Felix da Costa, 
Giovinazzi’s crew elected to retire his car 
since he was shuffled well down the order. 


POWERED BY 


ROUND 9/10, LONDON (GBR), 30-31 JULY (37 LAPS - 49.223 MILES) 


POS DRIVER TEAM/CAR TIME 
1 Jake Dennis (cer) Andretti / BMWiFE.21 46m56.557s 
2 Stoffel Vandoorne (8.1) Mercedes / Mercedes EQ Silver Arrow 02 +2.2235 
3 Nick Cassidy (NZL) Envision Racing / Audi e-tron FEO7 +12.663s 
4 Oliver Askew (usa) Andretti / BMWiFE.21 +14,904s 
5 Mitch Evans (nz1) Jaguar Racing / Jaguar l-TYPE5 +17.128s 
6 NyckdeVries (NLD) Mercedes / Mercedes EQ Silver Arrow 02 +17.3675 
7 Antonio FelixdaCosta (prt) DS Techeetah/DSE-Tense FE21 +17.733s 
8 MaximilianGunther (nev) Nissane.dams/NissanIMO3 +22.067s 
9 Lucasdi Grassi (BRA) Venturi Racing / Mercedes EQ Silver Arrow 02 +32.139s 
10 PascalWehrlein (Dev) Porsche / Porsche 99x Electric +34.347s 
11 Sebastien Buemi (cHE) Nissan e.dams/Nissan|IM03 +35.3075 
12 AndreLotterer (DEv) Porsche/ Porsche 99X Electric +35.508s 
13 Alexander Sims (csr) Mahindra Racing / Mahindra M7Electro +40.345s 
14 Jean-EricVergne (FRA) DS Techeetah /DSE-Tense FE21 +41.057s 
15 Oliver Turvey (csr) NIO 333 /NIO 333001 +41.293s 
16 Robin Frijns (Nip) Envision Racing / Audi e-tron FEO7 +44.023s 
17 DanTicktum (cpr) NIO 333 / NIO 333001 +51.947s 
18 Edoardo Mortara (cHe) Venturi Racing / Mercedes EQ Silver Arrow 02 +1m18.796s 


R SergioSetteCamara(sra) Dragon Penske Autosport /Penske EV-5 +1m06.394s-out of energy 


R_ Antonio Giovinazzi (ITA) Dragon Penske Autosport / Penske EV-5 26 laps-powertrain 


R Oliver Rowland (cpr) Mahindra Racing / Mahindra M7Electro 17 laps-accident 


R Sam Bird (cer) Jaguar Racing / Jaguar|I-TYPE5 0 laps-accident damage 


Winner’saverage speed 62.914mph. Fastest lap Dennis 1m14.429s, 64.346mph. 


QUALIFYING 1 Dennis 1m13.161s;2 Vandoorne 1m13.298s; 3 deVries 1m13.314s; 4 Sette Camara 1m13.474s; 

5 Askew 1m13.688s; 6 Gunther 1m13.780s; 7 Cassidy 1m13.852s; 8 Lotterer 1M13.917s; 9 Mortara 1m14.328s; 
10Frijns 1m14.278s; 11 da Costa 1m14.336s; 12 Bird 1m14.431s; 13 Vergne 1m14.363s; 14Evans 1m14.511s; 
15Buemi 1m14.383s; 16 Sims 1M14.591s; 17 Rowland 1m14.448s; 18 Wehrlein 1m14.602s; 19 Giovinazzi 1m14.816s; 
20 Turvey 1m14.940s; 21 Ticktum 1m15.200s; EX di Grassi. 


RACE 2(38LAPS -—50.554 MILES) 

1diGrassi49m28.805s; 2 Dennis+3.191s; 3 de Vries +4.508s; 4 Vandoorne+10.358s; 5 da Costa +13.946s; 6 Buemi 
+20.399s; 7 Frijns +20.850s; 8 Bird +21.748s; 9 Sette Camara+28.913s; 10 Wehrlein +29.685s; 11 Sims+30.611s; 

12 Lotterer+31.644s; 13 Mortara+35.147s; 14 Turvey +37.285s; 15 Gunther +1m19.833s; REvans 35 laps-electrical; 

R Cassidy 30 laps-suspension; RAskew 21 laps-mechanical; R Giovinazzi 19 laps-withdrawn; RVergne 3 laps-accident 
damage; R Ticktum 1 lap-accident; R Rowland 1 lap-accident. 

Winner’saverage speed 61.301mph. Fastest lap Cassidy 1m14.349s, 64.416mph. 


QUALIFYING 1 Dennis 1m12.535s; 2 di Grassi 1m13.619s; 3 Giovinazzi 1m12.962s; 4 da Costa 1m13.028s;5 deVries 
1m13.043s;6 Buemi 1m13.197s; 7 Cassidy 1m13.490s; 8 Gunther 1m13.497s; 9 Vergne 1m13.422s; 10 Rowland 
1m13.544s; 11 Askew 1m44.374s*; 12 Wehrlein 1m13.507s; 13 Vandoorne 
1m13.624s; 14 Evans 1m13.511s; 15 Bird 1m13.652s; 16 Ticktum 1m13.696s; 
17 Mortara 1m13.745s; 18 Frijns 1m13.748s; 19 Sette Camara 1m13.745s; 20 
Turvey 1m13.948s; 21 Lotterer 1m14.076s; 22 Sims 1m14.729s. *= grid penalty. 


NEXT REPORT 


SEOUL E-PRIX 
18 AUGUST ISSUE 


CHAMPIONSHIP 1Vandoorne 185; 2 Evans 149; 3 Mortara 144; 4Vergne 128; 
5 da Costa 116; 6 di Grassi 111; 7 Frijns 110;8 de Vries 106; 9 Dennis 98; 
10Wehrlein65. 
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RACE CENTRE BTCC KNOCKHILL 


ROKiTman Hill knocks 
loudly at Knockhill 


The West Surrey Racing newcomer has moved right into title contention 


after some absolutely stunning battles with Ash Sutton in Scotland 


om Ingram was (almost) 
bang on the money when 
T he predicted before the 

2022 British Touring Car 

Championship season that, 
with the new hybrid systems allowing the 
series to do away with success ballast, there 
could be a race weekend where one driver 
won all three races from pole position. But 
ironically, despite being a title contender 
all season, it’s not Ingram who has come 
closest to doing that. 

Before Knockhill last weekend, it was Josh 
Cook who held the record points tally for a 
race weekend — 55 at Brands Hatch, where 
he won each of the first two races. That was 
exceeded at Knockhill by Jake Hill, whose 
score of §9 points from the Scottish venue 
has propelled him right into title contention. 

Hill won just once on “The Hill} but 
arguably should have bagged another victory, 
and then, via a favourable reversed grid and 


MARCUS SIMMONS 


PHOTOGRAPHY JEP motorsport 


a neat bit of cooperation among the West 
Surrey Racing BMW squad, he repeated his 
second position from race two in the finale. 
At this, pretty much the last bastion of 
circuits that favour rear-wheel drive amid the 
periodic TOCA jiggery-pokery with engine 
boost, he and Colin Turkington reaped the 
rewards at the wheel of their 330e M Sports. 
Hill has pole-vaulted to just 14 points off the 
championship summit, while ‘Mr Consistent’ 
Turkington is now the man at the top, 
despite having just one win (and that in 
a reversed-grid race) to his credit so far 
in 2022. Wedged in between them are 
pre-weekend series leader Ingram and 
the brilliant Ash Sutton, who was the only 
serious threat to the BMW domination and 
finally claimed his first victory since joining 
the Motorbase Performance Ford Focus team. 
All five BMWs featured in the top six in 
qualifying, only Sutton breaking the Munich 
domination in second place. Hill had six 


seconds of hybrid use to take pole by 

over 0.2 seconds — a sizeable margin on 
Knockhill’s 50s lap. Sutton had 4.5s, while 
Turkington, on 3s, made the most of having 
anew set of Goodyears fitted during the 
stoppage for a late red flag to leap up to 
third. Behind him, Ciceley Motorsport 

pair Adam Morgan (fourth) and George 
Gamble sandwiched the third WSR 
machine of Stephen Jelley. 

It’s fair to apply the superlatives to Hill’s 
qualifying performance rather than his pole 
lap — one of three he recorded that were 
good enough to beat the rest. His final 
session-topper of 50.726s included not a 
single green sector. “At Knockhill, people go 
off at the chicane and Clark and drag gravel 
and crap onto the circuit,” he explained. 
“The circuit was evolving massively. The 
first run I did was good enough for pole, and 
it was fairly clean. On my second set I had 
my eye in and I was feeling confident. I was 


on a really good run, and as I landed out of 
the chicane my data said I was a couple of 
tenths up, and then I got to Clark and it was 
covered in gravel. I lost all that time, but 
then I found some back at the hairpin.” 

Sutton’s effort to be the quickest 
front-wheel-drive competitor by a full 
quarter of a second was further ammunition 
for visiting two-time BTCC champion and 
all-round Scottish hero John Cleland that he 
is the best current-day driver in the series. 
The three-time and reigning title holder 
said that the recent Snetterton test had 
provided some signposts for the right 
direction within the Motorbase camp. 
“Every change we made we were learning,” 
he enthused. “And then to roll out here at 
Knockhill, at a track that doesn’t favour us, 
lll take that [the front row]. As much as a 
win would be great, I know how strong a 
rear-wheel-drive car is around here. I’ve 
been in that seat [in the Infiniti and 


by Sutton. A job_ 
well done by both 


Subaru], so I know what you have to do.” 

And he proved that in an absolutely 
scintillating pair of races. Sutton is the 
scrapping BTCC alley cat supreme — 
generally hard but fair, knowing when to 
make his move. Hill has been in the series 
for longer, but spent much of his early years 
in shabby machinery. As a result, you can 
almost see his hackles up as he scraps away 
for that spot in the sun next to the local 
fishmonger’s slops bin. It resulted in a 
one-all draw across the first two races, 
the first of which was the best so far 
in this season’s BTCC. 

The big drawback for rear-wheel drive is 
the time taken to switch on the front tyres, 
and with a cool 16C track temperature for 
race one this was likely to be Sutton’s best 
chance of a win. Sure enough, while Hill got 
away first, Sutton was utterly lit up through 
the chicane on the opening lap, the Ford 
sideways as it latched onto the black BMW. 


tinea Llane 
Boe 
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BTCC KNOCKHILL 


Sutton drew to the outside of Hill at 

the hairpin, they ran side by side up the 

start/finish straight, and the NAPA-liveried 

machine swept around the ‘ROKiT ship’ in 

beautiful style at Duffus Dip, Hill absolutely 

fair as he squeezed in tight to avoid contact. 
But back he came... With those front 


“T was thinking 

‘for heaven's sake, 
why does he keep 
coming back at me?” 


Goodyears warmed up, Hill was on the 
attack. On the fifth lap, he got caught out 

by Sutton’s braking into the hairpin, and 
sizeable front-rear contact was made that 
crumpled the locked-up BMW’s bonnet. 
The following lap, he tried to the outside at 
the same place, and there was another bit of 
tin-top rubbing. Two tours further on, Hill 
got a great exit from the hairpin and sailed 
ahead on the top straight, only for Sutton to 
dive into a Ford-sized gap on the inside of 
McIntyre’s and reclaim the lead. Another two 
laps, another good hairpin exit, and this time 
they ran side by side into Duffus before Hill 
seized the initiative for good. And then he 
was gone up the road to a 3.6s victory. 

“T was thinking, ‘For heaven’s sake, why 
does he keep coming back at me?’” laughed 
Hill. “I would imagine for TV it was 
brilliant. I made one mistake — he caught 
me out by braking early. I did say sorry to 
him, but didn’t gain anything from it.” 
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Despite the cosmetic damage, everything 
was in working order under the skin of 
the BMW. Sutton, meanwhile, experienced 
another — lighter — punt from Turkington 
at the hairpin, and the effect of his rear-end 
assaults meant oversteer from a broken 
toelink for the rest of the race. But he clung 
on superbly. Turkington can set fur flying 
from time to time when the mood takes 
him, but he was notably cautious in not 
getting stuck in when there was a clear gap 
inside Hill during his scrap with Sutton, and 


“T used the bale as 
a reference, and 
now my reference 


had changed” 


was risk-averse with the Ford too. “I could 
have been up the inside of him [Hill] at 
Turn 3 [McIntyre’s], but I thought, ‘No, on 
you go and scrap away,” he smiled. “It was 
only one corner that I was struggling a bit, 
then you spend the rest of the lap trying 
to get that time back.” 

Sutton, who had jested that “I need to see 
a chiropractor after that one” following his 
BMW assaults, reversed the scores in race 
two. Now the track temp was nicely into the 
mid-twenties, allowing the 3 Series brigade 
a quicker tyre warm-up, and there’s no way 
that the Ford should have won this one. 
Yet a typical series of unpredictable 
BTCC events materialised. 

Hill bolted out of the blocks, and looked 
invincible, but a chain reaction resulted in 


It’s a well-worn motorsport cliche, 
but if Adam Morgan didn’t have 
bad luck he’d have no luck at all. 
Since he converted a fortunate 
reversed-grid draw to a win at 
Thruxton in May, the amiable 
Lancastrian has been punched 
from pillar to post in his Ciceley 
Motorsport BMW 330e M Sport. 
On BMW territory, Morgan 
qualified fourth at Knockhill, 
two spots above his consistently 
impressive rookie team-mate 


Will Powell’s Team Hard Cupra getting 
damaged at the chicane, and the safety car 
was called out briefly. A lap and a half into 
the restart, Hill appeared to make a mistake 
at the chicane, the BMW ran wide and into 
the gravel, and Sutton was through on the 
approach to Clark. Back came Hill, but just 
as he was lining up his attack he did it again 
at the chicane, and Turkington slipped past. 

Immediately after the race, Hill was 
mystified as to the cause, and the words 
‘suspected broken damper’ were being 
bandied about. But there was nothing wrong 
with the BMW. “When the marshals put 
the bale back on the left-hand side of the 
chicane they put it in a completely different 
place,” said Hill of the mystery’s resolution. 
“T use that as a reference, and now my 


Gamble fends off 
on the grass behind 


BTCC KNOCKHILL 


What can we Say? It’s 
Ash Sutton doing his 
Ash Sutton thing 


reference had changed so I was hitting the 
kerb in the wrong place, and when I came 
over the right-hand kerb the car was hitting 
square on the floor and bouncing me into 
the gravel. Ever since Rory Butcher taught 
me the line through there in 2019, I always 
aim for that spot, but this time it threw me 
off. But ’m happy to admit it’s my fault.” 

A couple of laps later, Turkington made a 
mistake at Duffus and this released Hill once 
again in second. “We changed the balance 
and I was just a bit more limited by the rear 
axle from mid-race on, so it’s hanging out 
a bit at the rear,’ revealed the Northern 
Irishman. “I turned into Duffus — normally 
it sort of stops there but it just kept coming.” 

Still Sutton wasn’t safe: “I went qualifying 
mode — tried to be inch-perfect, as fast 


then stoutly defended against Rory 
Butcher, for whom the circuit was 
literally a childhood playground, 
for the first half of the curtain closer 
before going clear as the Toyota ace 
fended off the BMWs behind him. 
Butcher and the Speedworks 
Motorsport team, meanwhile, 
had a very solid day with the TOCA 
customer engine with which Josh 
Cook and BTC Racing are struggling 
so badly. He paid tribute to the 
team for turning things around 


George Gamble. And then his 


a back-of-grid start and Morgan got 


the finale, Gamble did a superb job 


since free practice, but running out 


car stopped on its way to the grid 
due to the failure of a small gear in 
the throttle body. The team did a 
cracking job to get him going from 
the pitlane for the green-flag lap for 


into the points, but his bid to get 
into reversed-grid contention in 
race two was stymied when the car 
lost power and he had to do a reset. 
While Morgan climbed to 11th in 


of converting reversed-grid pole to 
his maiden BTCC win. Fifth in the 
opener, he lost ground after the 
safety car in race two and had to 
recover from ninth to seventh. He 


of hybrid made his defence difficult 
against Colin Turkington and Jake 
Hill: “He [Turkington] was catching 
me when | had hybrid, so | just 
decided to keep using it!” 


4 AUGUST 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 39 


RACE CENTRE BTCC KNOCKHILL 


as I can, but that took its toll at the end when 
the tyres just fell off a cliff. I don’t think I’d 
have lasted another lap.” Hill just had time 
for another attack. “I had to cover him off 

in the traction zones,” added Sutton, and he 
certainly did this on the run to the finish 
line. Hill drew to the outside, but the Ford 
moved across, leaving the BMW man with 
the option of a) taking to the grass and 
potentially the pitlane, b) hitting Sutton, or c) 
backing off. In the end it was a combination 
of all three, and both drivers were called to 
the TOCA bus, but no action was taken. Hill 
was initially angry, but later had cooled to 
“six of one, half a dozen of the other” To 

be fair, it was nothing out of the BTCC 
ordinary. Those scrapping cats again... 

Hill had been further hampered in this one 
with an ignition-cut problem that caused an 
intermittent misfire, but with a new ECU 
installed for race three he completed his fine 
day’s work. Cleland had done the honours 
on the reversed-grid draw, installing Gamble 
on pole and Hill and Sutton in sixth and 
seventh respectively, but an outbreak of 
fighting at McIntyre’s in front of them on 
the opening lap removed two cars from 
contention for victory in an, ahem, flash. 

Knockhill business development chief 
Gordon ‘Flash’ Shedden lined his Team 
Dynamics Honda Civic Type R up third, one 


Ingram heads Butcher and 
Z Cammish in ‘best FWD 


except Sutton’ battle 
a. 


CA 
ra le. 


EAN CATACLEAN 
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“It was a bit frosty 
then, but now I 

can say Colin isa 
fantastic team-mate” 


spot behind his brother-in-law Butcher’s 
Speedworks Motorsport-run Toyota Corolla 
and one ahead of Ingram. At this point, 
Ingram still topped the standings. He’d had 
a softly-softly weekend. With no hybrid use 
allowed in qualifying, his Excelr8 Motorsport 
Hyundai i30 N was eighth fastest on 
Saturday, and to his credit he blamed himself: 
“T probably left two, two and a half tenths 
out there, which should put us third, so I’m 
a little annoyed.” He raced to sixth, on the 
tails of Jelley and Gamble, in the opener. 
Then he took a strong fourth in race two. 
Going into McIntyre’s at the start of the 
finale, Ingram made a bid for Shedden’s third 
place, took to the grass, and the two cars 
made contact. While Shedden’s wobble cost 
him a few places, Ingram’s trip to the gravel 
plunged him down the order. He recovered 
to 12th, which was at least better than 
the unfortunate Dan Cammish, whose 
Motorbase Ford was collected by the 


Turkington, leading 
Jelley, has moved into 


the series lead 


recovering Shedden and was out on the spot. 

Hill won an early fight for fourth with 
Sutton before homing in on Turkington, 
who in turn was pursuing Butcher. With 
seven laps remaining, the BMWs swapped 
places, and with three to go Hill nabbed 
second from the Toyota. “A massive 
thank you to Colin and John [Waterman, 
Turkington’s engineer], and Dick and Carl 
[Bennetts, team boss, and Mitchell, team 
manager], bubbled Hill. “They made a call 
that if Colin let me past I could have a go.” 
It’s a far cry from the intra-team warfare in 
round one at Donington: “It was a bit frosty 
then, but now I can say he’s a fantastic 
team-mate. That gesture was very touching.” 

The other BMW, its driver benefiting from 
a pack of frozen peas placed lovingly behind 
his neck by Mrs Turkington just before the 
green-flag lap, only just failed to deprive 
Butcher of what was a deserved podium 
on the track owned and run by the Scot’s 
family. And, in turn, he just fended off the 
lurking Sutton, who saved his diminished 
hybrid allowance until late and was right 
on Turkington’s bumper by the finish. 

This pair, plus Hill and Ingram, are now 
well and truly embroiled in a title fight from 
which Cook appears to be slipping. The BTC 
Racing Honda star was absolutely supreme 
in the damp in the first free practice session, 
but languished in the speed traps from then 
on and took a best finish of eighth. “We can 
only do so much with the car, and the bits 
we have within our control we’ve done 
everything we can do,” he pondered. “Power 
is not our strength at the moment...” 

As things stand, only a wet late summer 
and autumn can give him a deserved shot 
at a first title. But it’s game on for Hill. ¥ 


P72 SUPPOR] 


Loake stars in British Formula 4 
as the series visits Knockhill 


ROUND 6/10, KNOCKHILL (GBR), 31 JULY, RACE 1 (24 LAPS - 30.406 MILES) 


POWERED BY 


POS DRIVER 


Jake Hill (cr) 

Ash Sutton (cpp) 

Colin Turkington (GBr) 
Stephen Jelley (csr) 
George Gamble (csr) 
Tom Ingram (GBR) 
Gordon Shedden (cer) 
Rory Butcher (cpr) 
Dan Cammish (Ger) 
Ricky Collard (csr) 
Tom Chilton (csr) 
Bobby Thompson (csr) 
Aiden Moffat (cer) 
Adam Morgan (cBr) 
Josh Cook (cpr) 

Aron Taylor-Smith (IRL) 
Sam Osborne (cpr) 
Rick Parfitt (GBR) 

Dan Lloyd (csr) 

Dexter Patterson (cpr) 
Will Powell (car) 

Jade Edwards (cpr) 
Ollie Jackson (GBR) 
Nicolas Hamilton (csr) 
Ash Hand (cpr) 

Michael Crees (csr) 
Jason Plato (cpr) 

Dan Rowbottom (cpr) 


Jack Butel (cpr) 


TEAM/CAR 

West Surrey Racing BMW 330eM Sport 
Motorbase Performance Ford Focus ST 
West Surrey Racing BMW 330eM Sport 
West Surrey Racing BMW 330e M Sport 
Ciceley Motorsport BMW 330eM Sport 
Excelr8 Motorsport Hyundaii30N 


Team Dynamics Honda Civic TypeR 


Speedworks Motorsport Toyota Corolla GR Sport 


Motorbase Performance Ford Focus ST 


Speedworks Motorsport Toyota Corolla GR Sport 


Excelr8 Motorsport Hyundai i30 N 
Team Hard CupraLeon 

Laser Tools Racing Infiniti Q50 

Ciceley Motorsport BMW 330e M Sport 
BTC Racing Honda Civic TypeR 

Team Hard CupraLeon 

Motorbase Performance Ford Focus ST 
Team Hard Infiniti Q50 

Excelr8 Motorsport Hyundaii30 N 

Laser Tools Racing Infiniti Q50 

Team Hard CupraLeon 

BTC Racing Honda Civic TypeR 
Motorbase Performance Ford Focus ST 
Team Hard CupraLeon 

Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra 
Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra 
BTC Racing Honda Civic TypeR 

Team Dynamics Honda Civic TypeR 


Excelr8 Motorsport Hyundaii30 N 


Winner’s average speed 87.42mph. Fastest lap Hill51.316s, 88.88mph. 


QUALIFYING 


TIME 
20m52.156s 
+3.640s 
+3.7845 
+5.979s 
+6.363s 
+6.933s 
+13.008s 
+13.984s 
+14.242s 
+14.381s 
+15.296s 
+16.120s 
+17.124s 
+18.220s 
+21.591s 
+23.599s 
+34.493s 
+34.803s 
+36.371s 
+37.039s 
+41.723s 
+42.293s 
+43.259s 
+48.873s 
-2laps 
-2laps 
-2laps 
-3 laps 


5 laps-accident damage 


1Hill50.726s; 2 Sutton 50.932s; 3 Turkington51.058s; 4 Morgan 51.092s; 5 Jelley 51.103s;6 Gamble 
51.112s; 7 Butcher 51.171s; 8 Ingram 51.182s; 9 Moffat 51.270s; 10 Cammish 51.273s; 11 Rowbottom 
51.337s; 12 Thompson 51.352s; 13 Shedden 51.358s; 14 Cook 51.373s; 15 Collard 51.413s; 16 Chilton 
51.415s; 17 Hand 51.467s; 18 Crees 51.509s; 19 Plato 51.513s; 20 Butel 51.568s; 21 Taylor-Smith 51.702s; 
22 Lloyd 51.707s; 23 Osborne 51.717s;24Edwards 51.723s; 25 Patterson 51.805s; 26 Jackson51.829s; 


27 Parfitt 52.066s; 28 Powell 52.540s; 29 Hamilton 52.617s. 


Kusik Fit 


ADR ANFLUX 


Ven pena’ 


No speed limit, but 
Cook struggled in 


a straight line 


Ladies and gents, your 
newest BTCC winner: 
_ George Gamble 


RACE 2 (26LAPS- 32.940 MILES) 

1 Sutton 23m53.655s; 2 Hill+0.141s; 3 Turkington +0.758s;4 Ingram 
+3.969s; 5 Shedden+10.196s; 6 Butcher +11.269s; 7 Gamble+11.567s; 

8 Jelley+12.425s; 9 Cammish+14.629s; 10 Chilton +15.318s; 11 Collard 
+18.137s; 12 Moffat +19.450s; 13 Cook +22.533s; 14 Patterson +22.896s; 
15 Rowbottom +23. 750s; 16 Taylor-Smith +25.655s; 17 Osborne +29.407s; 
18 Morgan +30.007s; 19 Crees +30.682s; 20 Edwards +36.071s; 21 Jackson 
+37.311s; 22 Lloyd +37.647s; 23 Butel+39.048s; 24 Hamilton +43.603s; 

25 Parfitt -1 lap; 26 Plato -2 laps; RHand 21 laps-accident; 

RThompson 12 laps-puncture; R Powell 1 lap-accident damage. 
Winner’s average speed 82.71mph. Fastest lap Turkington 51.370s, 
88.78mph. 


GRID RACE 2 Decided by result of Race 1. 


RACE 3 (24 LAPS - 30.406 MILES) 

1Gamble20m52.392s; 2 Hill +4.332s; 3 Butcher +7.357s; 4 Turkington 
+7,.883s; 5 Sutton +8.503s; 6 Shedden +8.971s; 7 Jelley +9.143s; 8 Cook 
+13.901s; 9 Chilton +16.516s; 10 Moffat +18.437s; 11 Morgan +19.101s; 

12 Ingram +19.984s; 13 Rowbottom +20.503s; 14 Taylor-Smith +27.955s; 
15 Collard +28.245s; 16 Crees +29.029s; 17 Hand+29.842s; 18 Lloyd 
+30.5415s; 19 Plato +31.510s;20 Thompson +32.591s; 21 Jackson+40.101s; 
22 Butel +40.352s; 23 Osborne +40.653s; 24 Edwards +43.273s; 25 Parfitt 
+51.425s; 26 Powell+52.814s; RHamilton 18 laps-overheating; 

R Patterson 11 laps-splitter; RCammish 0 laps-accident. 

Winner’s average speed 87.40mph. Fastest lap Hill51.410s, 88.72mph. 


GRID RACE 3 Decided by result of Race 2, with top seven reversed. 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


1 Turkington 227; 2 Ingram 222; 3 Sutton 221; 4 Hill 213; 5 Cook 204; 
6 Butcher 170; 7 Shedden 162; 8 Lloyd 131; 9 Morgan 108; 10 Jelley 107. 


NEXT EVENT 


SNETTERTON 18 AUGUST ISSUE 


It’s off to East Anglia next. And that’s where 
Ingram scored the Hyundai’s first win in 2021 
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SPA 24 HOURS 


Mercedes powerhouse 
hits the right tune 


The ASP Mercedes team has come close to victory before 


at the Spa classic, only to fall short. Not this time 


GARY WATKINS 


he Auto Sport Promotion Mercedes team finally 
buried its Spa 24 Hours hoodoo to give the German 
T manufacturer its first victory in the Belgian enduro 

since 2013. Second in 2017 and third in 2018, the 

French operation had lost a clear shot at victory with 
technical issues in each of the past two years, but this time Raffaele 
Marciello, Jules Gounon and Daniel Juncadella came out on top in 
the double-points round of the GT World Challenge Europe. 

Their Mercedes-AMG GT3 wasn’t necessarily the quickest thing 
around the Circuit de Spa-Francorchamps per se over the 24 hours 
last weekend but, as the race drew to a close, Gounon and then 
Marciello had the edge over the GetSpeed Merc it beat into second 
place. It had the upper hand, too, over the Rowe Racing BMW M4 
GT3 that had been at the top of the order at six and 12 hours when 


the first tranches of GTWCE Endurance Cup points were dished out. 


ASP’s factory entry was on a different refuelling strategy to the 
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GetSpeed car — also one of Merc’s works-backed roster, and shared 
by Luca Stolz, Maximilian Gotz and Steijn Schothorst — as the 

race drew to a finish. ASP had brought its car into the pits for fuel 
right at the end of a safety car lasting nearly an hour, whereas the 
GetSpeed car had been left out on track. That handed the advantage 
to the German team because there was only more, ultra-brief, race 
neutralisation over the final five or so hours. ASP had to make up 
that deficit on track if they were going to win. 

Marciello was able to catch and pass Stolz as the penultimate 
hour drew to a close and then pull away into a 15s lead before the 
German stopped with just over an hour to go. When the Italian 
pitted for the final time with just under 40 minutes left, he came 
out with an advantage of 25s over the chasing Merc and pushed 
on to a half-minute victory. 

GetSpeed was more ‘LostSpeed’ at crunch time at Spa. The car 
had sustained body damage in a clash in the pits shortly after 


Joy for Gounon and 
Juncadella after their 
car crosses the line 


midnight, a double whammy for the team because it also got a 20s 
penalty for an unsafe release. That was never going to be decisive in 
a race interrupted by numerous caution periods: there were 15 Full 
Course Yellow virtual safety cars, of which all but three morphed 
into the real thing. But the damage to the left-hand front corner 
robbed the GetSpeed Merc of downforce. There was a significant 
time loss in the second sector and, just as significantly, the reduced 
grip and a change in the balance had a detrimental effect on the 

life of a set of the control Pirelli tyres. 

ASP had a few wobbles along the way to its maiden Spa victory. 
Gounon was tipped into a spin at the Bus Stop by a backmarker 
making an erratic entry into the pits on Sunday morning. He 
then had side-by-side contact in Eau Rouge battling with 
the Beechdean AMR Pro car of Nicki Thiim, which sent 
the Aston Martin Vantage GT3 into a wild spin. 

Marciello had contact with Stolz battling for the lead. A little 
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SPA 24 HOURS 


It was a bad day at the office 
for two of the Volkswagen 
group brands at Spa. 
Lamborghini had a car 
that was quick enough to 
challenge, yet could do no 
better than 11th. Audi didn’t, 
and came away witha 
best result of 12th. 
Lamborghini claimed a 
first Spa pole with Andrea 
Caldarelli aboard the 
Huracan GT3 Evo entered by 
US team K-Pax, only to lose 
the result in scrutineering. 
The air pressure in the Italian 
car’s engine airbox was found 
to be different to that 
measured at the official 
Balance of Performance 
test ahead of the start of the 
season, the result of not using 
the latest spec of air filter. 
The K-Pax entry that 
Caldarelli shared with Marco 
Mapelli and Jordan Pepper 
lost its times from the 
Superpole session on Friday 
and was docked 10 grid 
places. Yet inside five hours 
the car was into the lead, 
albeit very briefly. Mapelli 
sustained a puncture almost 
immediately. The car lost 
a lap and never got it back. 
This was Audi’s annus 
horribilis at a race it has won 
four times. Two-time victor 


At least the WRT Audi 
team claimed honours 


in the Silver Cup 


WRT was there or 
thereabouts with its two 
factory R8 LMS GT3 Evo lls, 
but any chance of a decent 
result disappeared when they 
came together on the exit 

of La Source when the Jota 
McLaren randomly braked 
ahead of Charles Weerts. He 
was rammed by the closely 
following Nico Muller. The 
WRT R8 that Weerts shared 
with Dries Vanthoor and 
Kelvin van der Linde retired, 
while Muller ended up 17th 
with Frederic Vervisch and 
Valentino Rossi after eight 
minutes were lost to repairs. 

WRT still made the 
short trip home with some 
silverware courtesy of victory 
in the Silver Cup with Benji 
Goethe, Jean-Baptiste 
Simmenauer and 
Thomas Neubauer. 

The Gold Cup was won by 
the all-female Iron Dames 
Ferrari crew of Rahel Frey, 
Sarah Bovy, Michelle Gatting 
and Doriane Pin, a first in the 
GT era but not in the history 
of the race. That honour was 
claimed way back in 1996 
by Yolanda Surer, Katherine 
Rafanelli and Florence Duez, 
who finished fourth overall 
at the wheel of a Group N 
Bigazzi BMW M3. 


4 AUGUST 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 43 
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Field of 65 took the start. 
Bachler leads Marciello — 


nudge as he went around the outside of his rival at La Source sent 
him onto the asphalt runoff, but such was his pace advantage that 
he was back on terms and then ahead exactly one lap later with 
a clean manoeuvre down the inside. There were also a couple of 
five-second time penalties for track-limits infractions under a 
new draconian system introduced this year, which admittedly 
didn’t have the big effect on the race that many were predicting. 

But ASP got lucky during the small hours on Sunday with what 
could have been a result-altering hiccup. Juncadella found himself 
with a pedal assembly that wasn’t locked in place when he took over 
the car. The team’s good fortune was that the race was neutralised 
and then halted with a red flag when the Earl Bamber Motorsport 
Porsche shunted at Blanchimont before he had finished his first lap. 
Juncadella was able to fiddle with the system when the car stopped 
in the pits in parc ferme conditions. His efforts didn’t quite get it 
to lock into the correct position, but team boss Jerome Policand 
told his driver to cut his losses and leave it be. 

BMW looked to be in the pound seats during the night when the 
new M4 GT3 came alive. The lead factory Rowe Racing car shared 
by Nicky Catsburg, Augusto Farfus and Nick Yelloly had the upper 


GetSpeed Mercedes led 
the race, but fell short 
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“We were one of the quickest. 
But not in the night: the BMWs 
were in a different league” 


hand in the cooler conditions. They took maximum points at 
six hours, though only when the best of the Iron Lynx Ferraris 
had to pit just 10s before the clock struck the witching hour. 
And they were at the top of the leaderboard for much of the 
next six hours, while the second Rowe entry shared by BMW 
junior team drivers Dan Harper, Max Hesse and Neil Verhagen 
was in second position at the halfway point. 

Yet as the temperatures rose on Sunday morning, the performance 
of the BMW was blunted, not necessarily over one lap, but definitely 
over the life of a set of Pirellis. Yelloly’s final stint in the car proved 
that. He was able to close down Gounon early on, but as the hour 
progressed he started to fall back and was then hit by a right-rear 
puncture. The half a lap he had to complete on the damaged tyre drew 
a line under any chance Rowe had of repeating its 2016 and 2020 Spa 
victories, leaving Catsburg, Yelloly and Farfus sixth at the finish. 

“We were good on degradation, very consistent,” said Policand. 
“We were one of the quickest outright and probably the 
quickest over a stint today. But not in the night: the BMWs 
were in a different league.” 

BMW knew it had the pace to finish at least second last weekend, 
and Yelloly reckoned it might have been able to take the battle to 
ASP but for the puncture. “We were definitely in the fight,” he said. 
“T think when the tyres were fresh we could really do some damage 
and I was able to close on Gounon, but I’d burned through the tyres 
getting up to him. I thought if I’d been able to keep it close, Nicky 
might have been able to do something when he got in the car 
because he’s been on fire this weekend.” 

The junior team drivers ended up fifth, but would have 
had a decent shout of beating the best of the Iron Lynx 
Ferraris to the final podium spot but for a puncture of >> 


SPA 24 HOURS RACE CENTRE 
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their own, another rear-right that brought Harper into the pits 
three laps early to hand over to Hesse. The car lost fourth in 
the dying minutes to the works GruppeM Merc shared by 
Maro Engel, Maximilian Buhk and Mikael Grenier. 

Iron Lynx’s bid to repeat its 2021 victory never quite got going, or 
at least not after its two 488 GTE Evos predominantly run by a crew 
from AF Corse topped the times in opening qualifying on Thursday. 
Antonio Fuoco led the way in the first of the 15-minute mini- 
sessions in which the Pro class cars took part, which meant he 
set his mark with something over half a tank of fuel in the car. 

Iron Lynx couldn’t replicate that pace in the hotter conditions 
of the Superpole session that set the first 20 places on the grid, 
or over the full race duration. But the Ferraris were quick at night 
during the race, witness Fuoco, Davide Rigon and Daniel Serra 
just missing out on maximum six-hour points. 

A penalty on Sunday for FCY speeding for the Fuoco car and 


“He got through seven listens of 
the 1980s power ballad before 
he and ASP could celebrate” 


two punctures for the sister car shared by James Calado, Miguel 
Molina and Nicklas Nielsen ultimately removed any chance 
of a repeat victory for Ferrari. 

Porsche’s challenge yielded a best result of seventh for the KCMG 
911 GT3-R shared by Nick Tandy, Laurens Vanthoor and Dennis 
Olsen. A damaged brake line meant the car didn’t complete the 
three-round first qualifying, though Tandy made up more than 
40 positions from the back of the grid over the course of his 
opening double stint. The Hong Kong entrant looked like a genuine 
contender during the night, but the Porsche’s pace disappeared as 
the temperatures rose. All the 911 GT3-R runners had to opt for a 
conservative set-up after a series of tyre failures during the official 
Spa test: they couldn’t run as much rear camber or go as low on 
the pressures as they wanted. 

The KCMG car crossed the line in sixth place in Olsen’s hands, 
but a five-second track-limits penalty meant it dropped a place in 
the final classification. The team was for the second year in a row 
the best-placed Porsche squad, although the ART-run GPX entry 


Iron Lynx trio brought 
their Ferrari home third 
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SRO/ KEVIN PECKS 


was probably the slightly quicker. It went out after 10 and a half 
hours with an engine issue. 

McLaren took eighth with the Jota team’s 720S GT3 shared by Rob 
Bell, Marvin Kirchhofer and Ollie Wilkinson. That was one position 
down on last year, though this time it was on the lead lap rather 
than two down. It was, reckoned team boss Sam Hignett, as good as 
it was going to get for a car that wasn’t quite on the ultimate pace. 

Aston Martin filled 10th position with the Beechdean Vantage 
that Thiim shared with fellow works drivers Marco Sorensen and 
Maxime Martin. A slow lap on flat-spotted tyres after Thiim’s 
monster spin removed the car from contention, but the Aston was 
another car that didn’t have the ultimate pace to fight for the win. 

The quickest car over the duration won the 74th running of the 
Spa 24 Hours, but it was inevitably nerve wracking given ASP’s 
history. Gounon was a nervous man at the end and retreated behind 
his headphones and his favourite song, I wanna know what love is by 
Foreigner. He got through seven listens of the 1980s power ballad 
before he and ASP could finally celebrate a long-overdue victory. 


POWERED BY 


motorsport 
STATS 


GT WORLD CHALLENGE EUROPE, ROUND 3/5, SPA 24 HOURS (BEL), 30-31 JULY (536 LAPS - 2332.717 MILES) 


POS DRIVERS TEAM/CAR TIME 
1 Raffaele Marciello (TA) Daniel Juncadella (EsP) Jules Gounon (FRA) Auto Sport Promotion / Mercedes-AMG GT3 24h00m36.729s 
2 Luca Stolz (DEU) Maximilian Gotz (DEU) Steijn Schothorst (NLD) GetSpeed Performance /Mercedes-AMG GT3 +31.040s 
3 Antonio Fuoco (\TA) Davide Rigon (\TA) Daniel Serra (BRA) Iron Lynx / Ferrari 488 GT3 +46.926s 
4 Maximilian Buhk (DEU) Maro Engel (DEU) Mikael Grenier (CAN) GruppeM Racing / Mercedes-AMG GT3 +48.430s 
5 NeilVerhagen (usa) Max Hesse (DEU) Daniel Harper (GBR) Rowe Racing / BMW M4GT3 +1m01.266s 
6 Augusto Farfus (BRA) Nick Yelloly (GBR) Nicky Catsburg (NLD) Rowe Racing / BMW M4 GT3 +1m09.006s 
7 Nick Tandy (GBR) Dennis Olsen (Nor) Laurens Vanthoor (BEL) KCMG / Porsche 911 GT3-R +1m13.409s 
8 MarvinKirchhofer (DEV) Rob Bell (GBR) Ollie Wilkinson (GBR) Jota /McLaren 720S GT3 +2m13.544s 
9 Nicklas Nielsen (DNK) Miguel Molina (EsP) James Calado (GBR) Iron Lynx/Ferrari488 GT3 -1lap 

10 Nicki Thiim (DNK) Maxime Martin (BEL) Marco Sorensen (DNkK) Beechdean AMR /Aston Martin Vantage GT3 -2laps 
11 Jordan Pepper (zAF) Andrea Caldarelli (ita) Marco Mapelli (ITA) KPAX Racing / Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo -2laps 
12 Ricardo Feller (CHE) Markus Winkelhock (DEU) Dennis Marschall (DEU) Attempto Racing / Audi R8 LMS GT3 Evol -2laps 
13 Benjamin Goethe (DNkK) Thomas Neubauer (FRA) Jean-Baptiste Simmenauer (FRA) Team WRT /AudiR8LMSGT3 Evoll -3laps 
14 Giacomo Altoe (Ta) Arthur Rougier (FRA) Leo Roussel (FRA) Emil Frey Racing / Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo -3laps 
15 Marius Zug (DEU) Nicolas Scholl (AuT) Alex Aka (TUR) Juuso Puhakka (FIN) Attempto Racing / Audi R8 LMS GT3 Evol -3laps 
16 Konsta Lappalainen (FIN) Stuart White (ZAF) Tuomas Tujula (FIN) Emil Frey Racing / Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo -4laps 
17 Nico Muller (cHE) Frederic Vervisch (BEL) Valentino Rossi (ITA) Team WRT /AudiR8LMSGT3 Evoll -5laps 
18 RahelFrey (CHE) Sarah Bovy (BEL) Michelle Gatting (DNK) Doriane Pin (FRA) lron Dames / Ferrari 488 GT3 -5laps 
19 Christopher Mies (DEU) Lucas Legeret (CHE) Patric Niederhauser (CHE) Sainteloc Racing / Audi R8 LMS GT3 Evoll -5laps 
20 Louis Machiels (BEL) Stefano Costantini (ita) Andrea Bertolini (ITA) Alessio Rovera (ITA) AF Corse /Ferrari488 GT3 -6laps 
21 Baptiste Moulin (BEL) Mattia Michelotto (iT4) Marcus Paverud (NoR) Luis Michael Dorrbecker (MEX) Vincenzo Sospiri Racing / Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo -Tlaps 
22 Matt Campbell (aus) Mathieu Jaminet (FRA) Felipe Nasr (BRA) EMAMotorsport/ Porsche 911GT3-R -7laps 
23 Ezequiel Perez Companc (Arc) Sean Walkinshaw (GBR) Patrick Kujala (FIN) Oscar Tunjo (COL) Madpanda Motorsport/Mercedes-AMG GT3 -8laps 
24 Ryuichiro Tomita (JPN) Ulysse De Pauw (BEL) Arnold Robin (FRA) Maxime Robin (FRA) Team WRT /AudiR8LMSGT3 Evoll -8laps 
25 Mauro Calamia (cHE) Giorgio Roda ('TA) Marius Nakken (Nor) Mikkel Overgaard Pedersen (DNk) Dinamic Motorsport / Porsche 911 GT3-R -9laps 
26 Loris Spinelli (ita) Jonathan Hui (CHN) Chris Froggatt (GBR) Eddie Cheever (ITA) Tempesta Racing / Mercedes-AMG GT3 -9laps 
27 Frederik Schandorff (DNk) Ollie Millroy (GBR) Brendan Iribe (USA) Seb Priaulx (GBR) Inception Racing / McLaren 720S GT3 -9laps 
28 Martin Konrad (AuT) Kenny Habul (Aus) Philip Ellis (GBR) Dominik Baumann (AuT) SPS Automotive Performance / Mercedes-AMG GT3 -9laps 
29 Joel Sturm (DEU) Patrik Matthiesen (DNk) Dominik Fischli (CHE) Vincent Andronaco (DEU) Allied Racing / Porsche 911 GT3-R -10laps 
30 Piti Bhirom-Bhakdi (THA) Christophe Hamon (FRA) Tanart Sathienthirakul (THA) Earl Bamber (NZL) TP 12/Porsche911GT3-R -10laps 
31 Patrick Assenheimer (DEU) Michael Blanchemain (FRA) Axel Blom (FIN) Jim Pla (FRA) GetSpeed Performance /Mercedes-AMG GT3 -12laps 
32 Nicolas Gomar (FRA) Mike Parisy (FRA) Loris Cabirou (FRA) Ruben del Sarte (GBR) AGS Events / Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo -14laps 
33 David Perel (zar) Hugo Delacour (FRA) Cedric Sbirrazzuoli (FRA) Alessandro Balzan (ITA) AF Corse /Ferrari488 GT3 -17laps 
34 Tim Muller (DEV) George Kurtz (USA) Valentin Pierburg (DEU) Reema Juffali (Sau) SPS Automotive Performance / Mercedes-AMG GT3 -22 laps 
35 Michele Beretta (\TA) Yuki Nemoto (JPN) Benja Hites (CHL) Karol Basz (POL) Vincenzo Sospiri Racing / Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo -22 laps 
36 Samantha Tan (cAN) Nick Wittmer (cAN) Harry Gottsacker (USA) Maxime Oosten (NLD) Samantha Tan Racing / BMW M4 GT3 -26laps 
37 DonYount (Usa) Henry Walkenhorst (DEU) Jorg Breuer (DEU) Theo Oeverhaus (DEU) Walkenhorst Motorsport / BMW M4 GT3 -27laps 
38 Ross Gunn (GBR) Alex Riberas (ESP) Charlie Eastwood (GBR) Heart of Racing with TF Sport / Aston Martin Vantage GT3 -39 laps 
39 Diego Menchaca (Mex) Finlay Hutchison (GBR) Lewis Proctor (GBR) Team WRT /AudiR8LMSGT3 Evoll -39 laps 
40 Lucas Auer (AUT) Jens Liebhauser (DEU) Lorenzo Ferrari (ITA) Russell Ward (USA) Winward Racing / Mercedes-AMG GT3 429 laps-accident damage 
41 Henrique Chaves (PRT) Miguel Ramos (PRT) Alexander West (Swe) Dean Macdonald (GBR) Garage 59 / McLaren 720S GT3 394 laps-accident 
42 MichaelDinan (usa) Richard Heistand (usA) Robby Foley (usa) Jens Klingmann (DEU) Walkenhorst Motorsport / BMW M4GT3 392 laps-DNF 
43 Alessio Picariello (BEL) Niki Leutwiler (CHE) Stefan Aust (DEU) Nico Menzel (DEU) Herberth Motorsport / Porsche 911 GT3-R 382 laps-DNF 


AAD DADA DADA AA AAD A A AA A A AAA A DW 


Sven Muller (DEU) Julien Andlauer (FRA) Marvin Dienst (DEU) 

Tommaso Mosca (ITA) Casper Stevenson (GBR) Thomas Drouet (FRA) 

Jannes Fittje (DEU) Jordan Love (Aus) Alain Valente (CHE) Frank Bird (GBR) 

Sandy Mitchell (GBR) Ahmad Al Harthy (omNn) Sam De Haan (Ger) Alex MacDowall (GBR) 
Kelvin van der Linde (zAF) Dries Vanthoor (BEL) Charles Weerts (BEL) 

Brendon Leitch (NZL) Tyler Cooke (UsA) Isaac Tutumlu (ESP) Max Weering (NLD) 

Arjun Maini (IND) Hubert Haupt (DEV) Florian Scholze (DEU) Gabriele Piana (ITA) 

Nicolai Kjaergaard (DNk) Ethan Simioni (cAN) Manuel Maldonado (VEN) James Baldwin (GBR) 
Michael Christensen (DNK) Kevin Estre (FRA) Richard Lietz (AUT) 


Stephen Grove (Aus) Adrian D’ Silva (mys) Brenton Grove (Aus) Matthew Payne (NZL) 


Toksport WRT / Porsche 911 GT3-R 

Auto Sport Promotion /Mercedes-AMG GT3 

Haupt Racing Team /Mercedes-AMG GT3 

Barwell Motorsport/ Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo 
Team WRT /AudiR8LMSGT3 Evoll 

Leipert Motorsport / Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo 
Haupt Racing Team / Mercedes-AMG GT3 
Garage 59 / McLaren 720S GT3 

GPX Racing /Porsche911GT3-R 

Earl Bamber Motorsport / Porsche 911 GT3-R 


374 laps-vibration 

367 laps-accident damage 
333 laps-DNF 

333 laps-engine 

293 laps-accident 

262 laps-brakes 

256 laps-accident damage 
227 laps-DNF 

221 laps-engine 

206 laps-accident 


Sebastien Baud (FRA) Jeffrey Kingsley (CAN) Valdemar Eriksen (DNk) GetSpeed Performance /Mercedes-AMG GT3 199 laps-DNF 
Alfred Renauer (DEU) Ralf Bohn (DEU) Robert Renauer (DEU) Herberth Motorsport / Porsche 911 GT3-R 192laps-DNF 
Mirko Bortolotti (ITA) Jack Aitken (GBR) Albert Costa (ESP) Emil Frey Racing / Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo 190laps-DNF 


Nigel Bailly (BEL) Stephane Lemeret (BEL) Antonin Borga (CHE) Maxime Soulet (BEL) 

Klaus Bachler (AUT) Come Ledogar (FRA) Thomas Preining (AUT) 

Pierre-Alexandre Jean (FRA) Daniele di Amato (ITA) Lorenzo Patrese (ITA) Alberto di Folco (ITA) 
Benjamin Lessennes (BEL) Adam Eteki (FRA) Karim Ojjeh (sau) Antoine Leclerc (FRA) 

Dylan Pereira (LUX) Antares Au (CHN) Kevin Tse (CHN) Jaxon Evans (NZL) 

Christopher Haase (DEU) Mattia Drudi (iT) Luca Ghiotto (\TA) 

Fabian Schiller (DEU) Faisal Al Zubair (omn) Axcil Jefferies (zwe) Daniel Morad (CAN) 

David Pittard (GBR) Charlie Fagg (GBR) Theo Nouet (FRA) Roman De Angelis (CAN) 

Ayhancan Guven (Tur) Florian Latorre (FRA) Alex Malykhin (8LR) Julien Apotheloz (CHE) 
Nicolas Baert (BEL) Cesar Gazeau (FRA) Aurelien Panis (FRA) Gilles Magnus (BEL) 


CMR/ Bentley Continental GT3 

Dinamic Motorsport / Porsche 911 GT3-R 

Car Collection Motorsport / Audi R8 LMS GT3 Evo ll 
Boutsen Racing / Audi R8 LMS GT3 Evoll 

Herberth Motorsport / Porsche 911 GT3-R 

Car Collection Motorsport / Audi R8 LMS GT3 Evo ll 
Haupt Racing Team /Mercedes-AMG GT3 
Beechdean AMR/Aston Martin Vantage GT3 
Allied Racing / Porsche 911 GT3-R 

Sainteloc Racing / Audi R8 LMS GT3 Evo ll 


187 laps-stopped 
176laps-puncture/steering 
162 laps-accident 

153 laps-accident damage 
100 laps-accident damage 
92 laps-accident damage 
58laps-accident damage 
57laps-accident 

57 laps-accident damage 
38laps-accident damage 


In each car, first-named driver started the race. Winner’s average speed 97.155mph. Fastest lap Rovera2m17.480s, 113.962mph. 


SUPERPOLE 1 Marciello2m16.375s; 2 Bachler 2m16.446s; 3 Stolz2m16.589s; 4 Bortolotti 2m16.620s; 5 Estre 2m16.702s; 6 Drudi2m16.726s; 7 Feller2m16.755s; 8 Schiller 2m16.774s; 9 Engel2m16.865s; 
10 Fuoco 2m16.892s; 11 Altoe 2m16.918s; 12 Nielsen 2m16.932s; 13 S Muller 2m17.030s; 14D Vanthoor 2m17.061s; 15 Catsburg 2m17.069s; 16 Martin 2m17.170s; 17 Niederhauser 2m17.271s; 18 Neubauer 
2m17.347s; 19 Lappalainen 2m17.475s; EX Caldarelli2m16.221s. CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Gounon/Juncadella/Marciello 79; 2 Serra/Rigon/Fuoco 68; 3 Stolz/Schothorst 37; 4 Calado/Molina/Nielsen 37; 

5 Harper/Verhagen/Hesse 34; 6 Farfus/Yelloly/Catsburg 32; 7 Engel 28; 8 DVanthoor/Weerts/van der Linde 26; 9 Gotz 22; 10 Ledogar/Bachler 14. OVERALL GTWCE 1 Marciello 177; 2 DVanthoor/Weerts 
135.5;3 Gounon 120.5;4 Timur Boguslavskiy 98; 5 Juncadella 79; 6 Fuoco/Rigon/Serra68. 
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Rossi crosses 
Indy’s famous 
yard of bricks the 
other way to when he 
won the 500 in 


INDYCAR INDIANAPOLIS 


Rossi finally ends his wait 


After three years and nearly 50 races, Andretti Autosport’s Alexander Rossi ended 


his IndyCar losing streak, amid the countdown to his departure from the team 


ill Power has moved into the 
2022 IndyCar championship 
W lead after last Saturday’s race 
on the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway road course. But he 
is too smart to make predictions about what 
may occur in the remaining four races. As 
he put it: “Try and pick a winner each week 
and try and pick a polesitter: impossible.” 

Who had Arrow McLaren SP driver Felix 
Rosenqvist on their bingo card as polesitter 
in the series’ second race of the season on 
the 2.439-mile, 14-turn road course at 
IMS? And who of the few who called that 
correctly also picked Alexander Rossi of 
Andretti Autosport as race winner? 

AMSP did take pole for this late summer 
event last year via Pato O’Ward, and he and 
Rosenqvist occupied the third row here 
in May of this year. And with the Swede 
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DAVID MALSHER-LOPEZ 


PHOTOGRAPHY motorsport 


having scored his only IndyCar road course 
pole at this venue back in his rookie season 
with Chip Ganassi Racing... OK, so maybe it 
wasn’t such a stretch to predict him on pole. 

But this has been a bogey venue for 
Andretti Autosport, with only the mixed up 
and monsoon conditions of the previous 
race allowing Colton Herta to strut his 
magic and break the AA duck here. Yet this 
past weekend, Rossi qualified on the front 
row — which shocked even him — while 
Herta, who had a poor set of tyres in Q2 
that left him unable to graduate to the 
Firestone Fast Six, made a bold start and 
led his team-mate in an Andretti 1-2 
approaching half distance. And now Rossi 
has ended his 49-race, three-year wait to 
score his eighth IndyCar win. 

Lap 1/Turn 1, defined the nature of much 
of what happened in this IndyCar race. 


While Rosenqvist and Rossi got away 
cleanly from the rolling start, O’Ward and 
Power on the second row were less 
fortunate. O’Ward was stymied temporarily 
by Josef Newgarden elevating himself from 
fifth to third with a bold dive down the 
inside, which also transgressed IndyCar’s 
regulations regarding the pit-exit line. Just 
as cars exiting pits cannot cross the white 
line with their left-side tyres, cars on track 
can’t cross it with their right-side rubber. 
Newgarden clearly had. 

Under the caution that came on lap three 
of 85 to bumpstart the spun-and-stalled car 
of Dalton Kellett, race control shifted the 
two-time champion’s Team Penske machine 
back two places, now behind not only 
Rosengqvist and Rossi but also Herta and 
Christian Lundgaard (Rahal Letterman 
Lanigan Racing), who had qualified sixth. 
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From ninth on the grid, Herta had got a fine 
draft on the long pitstraight to go up the 
outside at Turn 1, braking late. His efforts to 
remain on track had caused him to bump 
into Power, which knocked the Penske car 
hard enough to send the 2014 champion’s 
right-front into O’Ward’s left-rear, causing 
the AMSP car to spin, and obliging Power 

to stand on the brakes before slewing 
around the stricken car. 

Herta wasn’t penalised — just one of those 
typical three-into-two-won’t-go situations 
— and emerged from Turn 1 in fourth, which 
became third with Newgarden’s penalty. 
When Rossi tried to outbrake Rosenqvist for 
the lead at Turn 1 on lap six, he ran long and 
wide, allowing the Swede to not only reclaim 
the lead, but also Herta to pass around the 
outside of Turn 2 to claim second. 

A lap later he was into the lead and Rossi 
was up to second: Rosenqvist was suffering 
a dragging brake that crippled his top speed 
on the Indy road course’s two long straights, 
and so he did well to eventually finish ninth. 

So through the first half of the race, the 
battle for victory was all about Herta and 
Rossi, with Lundgaard third. Scott 
McLaughlin in the third Penske Dallara- 
Chevy, which had qualified only 15th, began 
on Firestone’s alternate tyres when the 
traditional frontrunners had all started on 
the unfancied primaries, and moved into the 
lead on lap 14 as those ahead of him peeled 
off to get onto their reds. The New Zealand 
sophomore ran until lap 23 before pitting for 
blacks in order to keep that primary stint as 
short as possible in this three-stop race. 


INDYCAR INDIANAPOLIS 


7 
Emotional Rossi 
celebrates his first 
win in three years 


Pack racing: Rosenqvist © 
~ and Rossi lead the 
tight bunch at Turns 1/2 


In their second stint, Herta maintained an 
arm’s length advantage over Rossi and 
Lundgaard and, when they stopped again 
on lap 36, this status quo was maintained. 
But then, after striking the kerb at Turn 8 
on lap 42, suddenly Herta’s car cried 
enough, its engine still working but 
apparently no longer sending any drive to 
its rear axle. Was this a legacy of his clash 
with Power that had caused his right-rear 
sidepod to detach and shudder at the rear? 
Had he struck the kerb too hard? “It was 
in the drivetrain; we don’t have the full 
explanation yet,” said team owner 
Michael Andretti. 

That left Rossi in control. While 
Lundgaard — who made his IndyCar debut 
at this track less than a year earlier and 
startled everyone with fourth on the grid — 
more or less halved his deficit to the leader 
from 4.5 seconds to 2.3s when Rossi got 
caught up behind Kellett, Rossi was equal to 
the task of holding on and then extending 
the gap. Lundgaard said he had nothing like 
the traction of the Andretti cars, causing 
him to overheat his rear tyres, but he was 
relieved to deliver an excellent second to 
RLLR that has looked lost for much of 2022. 

The final podium slot went to Power but, 
as ever, his tale was not a simple one. After 
that initial clash at Turn 1, the #12 Penske car 
was down in 11th and, while he battled with 
rookie David Malukas on lap two, the pair 
were sent off the track by an overambitious 
passing attempt by Helio Castroneves at 
Turn 7, dropping Power to 16th. 

The Kellett-caused caution allowed 


While Marcus Ericsson has lost the 
championship lead to Will Power, he 
and six-time champion team-mate Scott 
Dixon were relieved to remain firmly in 
the title hunt after a torrid qualifying 
session for Chip Ganassi Racing left 
them fighting from the rear. 

Ericsson suffered an engine issue 
before setting even one qualifying lap 
on Friday, obliging him to start from 
25th, while a couple of miscues on the 
#9 pitstand meant Dixon got stuck in 
traffic and without optimal wing 
settings, so he wound up down in 
20th position on the grid. 

Yet come the race, Dixon clawed 
his way up to eighth, while Ericsson 
took the flag in 11th. 

Dixon told NBC: “With how close 
the competition is and how many 
times we’ve run on this track, we 
shouldn’t have had the fumble we did 
in qualifying because starting 20th 
makes it almost impossible... But we’re 
still only 38 points back and a good 
string of tracks coming up for us.” 

“| think it was a good day for us,” 
added Ericsson. “Obviously it was 
damage limitation after what happened 
to us yesterday. | would’ve liked to keep 
the [points] lead, but we’re still close to 
Will and we go to Nashville where we 
won last year. We’re still in the mix, 
we still have a good shot to win 
this thing in Laguna.” 

Reigning champion Alex Palou 
started seventh and finished 10th, but 
even he is only 52 points behind Power 
with over 200 left to play for over the 
remaining rounds. Never count out a 
great driver and a great team, however 
fractious their relationship. 
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Power tops the standings, 


but it’s still all to play for 
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MILLER 


_ Herta on the sidelines | 


Power to duck into the pits to swap his 
primaries for alternates. Although this 
obliged him and another early-stopper, 
O’Ward, to go into fuel-save mode to get 
back on-strategy with the other 
frontrunners, they took up first and second 
places, five seconds apart, as the others 
pitted. They dropped to 19th and 23rd after 
their second stops on lap 30 but, when 
Meyer Shank Racing’s Simon Pagenaud 
ran out of fuel on track five laps later and 
brought out a full-course caution, the 
majority of the field pitted and Power 

and O’Ward didn’t need to. 

That allowed Power to cycle up to fourth 
and, despite having to fuel save, he was fast 
enough to remain there until gaining third 
when Herta retired. He had the pace but 
not the fuel to beat Lundgaard given that 
fractious opening lap that forced him off 
strategy, but he staved off team-mates 
McLaughlin and Newgarden to the finish to 
claim his seventh podium of the season. 

“Relief, I think is the main word,” said an 
emotional Rossi, who in September will 
depart Andretti Autosport after seven years 
to join Arrow McLaren SP. “We’ve had some 
race wins that we’ve thrown away, for sure, 
and we’ve had some weekends where we’ve 
just not had the pace, for whatever reason...’ 

An Andretti driver isn’t going to win 
this year’s championship, but having 
Rossi, the unlucky Herta and Romain 
Grosjean finish in the top 10 could 
salvage some respectability. 
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Lundgaard, here 
leading Rosenqvist, 
finished a fine second 


GALSTAD 


ROUND 12/16, INDIANAPOLIS (USA), 30 JULY (85 LAPS - 207.315 MILES) 


POS DRIVER TEAM/CAR TIME 
1 AlexanderRossi (usa) Andretti Autosport/Dallara-Honda 1h48m39.1825s 
2  ChristianLundgaard(pnx) RahalLettermanLanigan Racing/Dallara-Honda +3.5441s 
3 Will Power (Aus) Team Penske / Dallara-Chevrolet +14.8481s 
4 Scott McLaughlin (vz1) Team Penske / Dallara-Chevrolet +15.9694s 
5  JosefNewgarden (usa) Team Penske / Dallara-Chevrolet +18.4253s 
6 RinusvanKalmthout (np) Ed Carpenter Racing/Dallara-Chevrolet +22.9626s 
7 Graham Rahal usa) Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing /Dallara-Honda +23.3542s 
8 Scott Dixon (NZL) Chip Ganassi Racing /Dallara-Honda +23.6130s 
9 FelixRosenqvist (swe) Arrow McLaren SP / Dallara-Chevrolet +24.4659s 
10 Alex Palou (Esp) Chip Ganassi Racing /Dallara-Honda +27.6401s 
11 Marcus Ericsson (swe) Chip Ganassi Racing /Dallara-Honda +35.0774s 
12 PatoO’Ward (mex) Arrow McLaren SP / Dallara-Chevrolet +43.0641s 
13. David Malukas (usa) Dale Coyne Racing with HMD / Dallara-Honda +50.1868s 
14 Callum lott (cer) Juncos Hollinger Racing / Dallara-Chevrolet +51.9201s 
15 Takuma Sato (JPN) Dale Coyne Racing with RWR/ Dallara-Honda +57.1069s 
16 Romain Grosjean (FRA) Andretti Autosport /Dallara-Honda +59.0527s 
17 Conor Daly (usa) Ed Carpenter Racing / Dallara-Chevrolet +1m00.1316s 
18 DevlinDeFrancesco(can) Andretti Steinbrenner Autosport / Dallara-Honda +1m01.7880s 
19 Helio Castroneves (BRA) Meyer Shank Racing /Dallara-Honda +1m03.4684s 

20 Jack Harvey (cer) Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing /Dallara-Honda +1m04.5997s 

21 Dalton Kellett (can) AJ Foyt Enterprises /Dallara-Chevrolet -llap 

22 Jimmie Johnson (usa) Chip Ganassi Racing /Dallara-Honda -llap 

23 Kyle Kirkwood (usa) AJ Foyt Enterprises /Dallara-Chevrolet -llap 

24 Colton Herta (usa) Andretti Autosport with Curb-Agajanian / Dallara-Honda 42 laps-drivetrain 

25 Simon Pagenaud (Fra) Meyer Shank Racing /Dallara-Honda 34 laps-out of fuel 


Winner’s average speed 114.483mph. Fastest lap Pagenaud 1m11.4537s, 122.882mph. 


Q3 1Rosenqvist 1m10.2265s; 2 Rossi 1m10.5030s; 

3 0’Ward 1m10.6092s;4 Power 1m10.6224s; 

5 Newgarden 1m10.6968s; 6 Lundgaard 1m10.7280s. 

Q2 Power 1m10.0277s; Rosenqvist 1m10.0781s; 
Newgarden 1m10.1156s;Rossi 1m10.1295s; O’Ward 
1m10.1574s; Lundgaard 1m10.1805s; 7 Palou 1m10.2074s; 
8van Kalmthout 1m10.3100s; 9 Herta 1m10.3532s; 10 Daly 
1m10.5135s; 11 Malukas 1m10.5636s; 12 Pagenaud 
1m10.7624s. 

Q1-GROUP 1 Daly 1m10.3822s; Newgarden 1m10.4240s; 
Power 1m10.5616s; O’Ward 1m10.6084s; Lundgaard 
1m10.7718s; Pagenaud 1m10.7911s; 13 Harvey 
1m10.8564s; 15 McLaughlin 1m10.9067s; 17 Rahal 


1m10.9093s; 19 Ilott 1m11.1195s;21 Kirkwood 
1m11.2156s;23 Johnson 1m11.7710s. 

Q1- GROUP 2 Rosenqvist 1m10.1220s; Herta 
1m10.1641s; van Kalmthout 1m10.1821s; Palou 
1m10.3786s; Rossi 1m10.3844s; Malukas 1m10.6239s; 
14DeFrancesco 1m10.7073s; 16 Castroneves 1m10.7560s; 
18 Sato 1M10.8276s; 20 Dixon 1m10.8938s; 22 Grosjean 
1m11.0244s;24 Kellett 1m12.0060s; 25 Ericsson notime. 


CHAMPIONSHIP 

1 Power 431; 2 Ericsson 422; 3 Newgarden 399; 4 Dixon 
393;5 O’Ward 385; 6 Palou 379; 7 McLaughlin 350; 

8 Rossi 318; 9 Rosenqvist 299; 10 Herta 285. 
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Pourchaire 


looms as points 


leader slumps 


FIA FORMULA 2 
HUNGARORING (HUN) 
30-31 JULY 

ROUND 10/14 


Theo Pourchaire has reignited the 
FIA Formula 2 title fight with just four 
rounds remaining, closing the gap to 
Felipe Drugovich to 21 points after a 
stunning feature race win in Hungary. 
The ART driver lined up fourth on 
Sunday, having qualified 0.4s off Ayumu 
Iwasa’s pole time, but a great start secured 
him second by Turn 3, having opted for 
the soft compound tyre. Running behind 
Marcus Armstrong, he was 1.6s adrift by 


lap seven, with Iwasa in hot pursuit in third. 


Drugovich, who started third but was 
running in fourth for MP Motorsport, 
was the first to pit for medium tyres on 
lap seven, as did Jehan Daruvala (Prema), 
exiting into 19th place. The move prompted 
the top three to pit the following lap, with 
Pourchaire and Iwasa emerging in front of 
Armstrong, the New Zealander missing out 
courtesy of Hitech’s location in the pitlane. 
The front two also emerged ahead of 
Drugovich, Pourchaire running 16th 
and in the net lead. 

Drugovich passed Armstrong the 
following lap for net third, with Enzo 
Fittipaldi (Charouz) pitting, albeit a lap 
later than he requested, as Frederik Vesti 
took the lead on the road for ART. 

A quick stop for Fittipaldi put him back 
out behind Pourchaire but ahead of Iwasa, 
igniting a battle for net second. Pourchaire 
passed some of those yet to stop, including 


Jack Doohan scored his 
second sprint win of 2022 
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Third win of the season 
has given a boost to Theo 
Pourchaire’s F2 title hopes 
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David Beckmann for seventh place on the 
road, while Drugovich closed in on Iwasa. 

But Armstrong took net fourth back from 
Drugovich on lap 23 of 37, the championship 
leader struggling with the medium tyres, as 
Pourchaire ran clear out front from lap 29. 

Vesti closed on Drugovich in the closing 
laps, eventually passing him at Turn 14 
on lap 31, before Hitech’s Juri Vips did 
the same at Turn 2 the following lap. 

Richard Verschoor was next to pass, 
demoting the championship leader to ninth, 
while up ahead Vesti passed Armstrong just 
two laps from the end to take fourth. 

Vips followed suit on the penultimate lap 
to secure fifth, with his team-mate settling 
for sixth, as Carlin’s Liam Lawson made 
it past Verschoor for seventh. 

Pourchaire crossed the line 3.6s ahead 
of Fittipaldi, who had started ninth, with 
pole starter Iwasa in third. 

Jack Doohan, who started 10th, retired 
early on having suffered a mechanical issue. 
It marked a stark contrast to the Virtuosi 
driver’s Saturday sprint, where he cruised 
to victory after holding off Vips to cross 
the line five seconds clear. 


Wa 
a F 


\ 


’ 
t= 


FIA FORMULA 2 
HUNGARORING (HUN) 
Race1 Jack Doohan 
Virtuosi Racing 
Race 2 Theo Pourchaire 
ART Grand Prix 


FIA FORMULA 3 
HUNGARORING (HUN) 
Race1 Caio Collet 

MP Motorsport 
Race 2 Alexander Smolyar 


MP Motorsport 
motorsport 


q@ STATS 


For full results visit motorsportstats.com 
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The Australian had lined up on pole for 
the reversed-grid race, briefly losing the 
lead to second-place starter Fittipaldi off 
the line before retaking the lead by Turn 2. 

Racing was neutralised until lap four 
after Dennis Hauger (Prema) and Logan 
Sargeant made contact at Turn 1, ending 
both drivers’ races and forcing Pourchaire 
to take evasive action, dropping him to 16th. 

But the restart was Doohan’s, releasing 
the pack early before charging towards 
Turn 1, leaving Vips and Fittipaldi behind, 
the latter applying pressure on his rival. 

By lap 22, the gap from Doohan to Vips 
was around one second, but the Australian 
quickly pressed ahead to reopen the gap 
to 1.8s by the end of the lap. 

Unable to catch the leader, Vips was left 
to fend off Fittipaldi, whose worn medium 
tyres meant he was unable to pass and 
he settled for the final podium spot. 
MEGAN WHITE 


HUNGARORING (HUN) 
ROUND 6/9 


Alexander Smolyar cruised to his first win 
of 2022 at the Hungaroring, starting from 
pole position in the feature to complete 

a weekend double for MP Motorsport. 

The Russian was dominant in damp 
conditions to cross the line 5.6s ahead and 
take his first win since Paul Ricard in 2021. 

Zane Maloney (Trident) and Ollie 
Bearman tussled throughout, but the 
Barbadian kept the Prema driver at bay, 
the pair separated by a photo finish. 

A surprise fourth-place finish came for 
Zak O’Sullivan, whose Carlin team made 
the risky move of pitting for slick tyres 
on lap 17 of 24, which allowed the Briton 
to charge having started 22nd. 

Juan Manuel Correa, who also took the 
gamble, had similar success, finishing 
sixth for ART having rejoined in 18th. 

Jak Crawford had got a strong launch 
for Prema, moving from sixth to fourth 
by Turn 1, having passed ART’s Gregoire 
Saucy and Kush Maini, while team-mate 
Bearman almost took second but held 
back behind Maloney. Championship 
leader Isack Hadjar dropped through 
the pack in his Hitech-run car, a poor 
start hampering his progress from 10th 
before having to take evasive action 
at Turn 2, leaving him in 19th. 

Arthur Leclerc started ninth following 
a five-place grid drop for contact with 
Crawford in Saturday’s race, and made 
a slow start, losing out to David Vidales. 
He retook ninth before charging past Caio 


Collet with 10 laps to go, making his way 
up three more places in as many laps 
before taking sixth from title rival 
Victor Martins five laps from the end. 
Once Correa and O’Sullivan pitted 
while both running outside the points, 
they were unstoppable. The Briton made 
it into the top 10 on the penultimate lap 
before passing both Martins and Saucy 
in one corner, with Correa taking sixth 
behind Crawford. Maini was seventh, 
with Leclerc, Collet and Martins next. 
MP Motorsport’s first win of the 
weekend came courtesy of Collet on 
Saturday in similarly damp conditions. 
Poleman Oliver Goethe struggled at 
the start of his first F3 race, with Franco 
Colapinto quickly taking the lead as 
Hadjar and Collet followed him through. 
Collet took second on the first safety 
car restart, getting the better of Hadjar 
at Turn 1. He then set his sights on 
Colapinto up the road. 


WORLD OF SPORT 


Alexander Smolyar led 


all the way for his first 
F3 win of the season 


Despite a tussle on the second restart, 
Collet remained in second until a mistake 
from Colapinto at Turn 2 on lap 10 
allowed him to make his move. Clear at 
the front, he pushed the gap to 2.7s after 
one lap before crossing the line 8.8s ahead 
of his Van Amersfoort rival. Hadjar’s tyre 
struggles led him to fall behind Maini, 
who finished third, before dropping 
further behind Crawford and Leclerc. 

But chaos ensued on the last lap, with 
the Prema team-mates making contact at 
Turn 12 as the Monegasque attempted a 
move down the inside for fifth, dropping 
Crawford down the order. Leclerc and 
Martins then touched as Leclerc went 
wide, leaving Martins with nowhere to go. 

Hadjar took advantage to finish fourth, 
while Martins held on for sixth, but 
Crawford was 20th, with Leclerc in last. 
Martins left Hungary level on points with 
Hadjar at the top, nine ahead of Leclerc. 
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Powell held off 

the charge of the ® 


recovering Chadwick 
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Powell ends Chadwick’s winning spree 


HUNGARORING (HUN) 
ROUND 5/8 


Alice Powell halted Jamie Chadwick’s 

W Series domination with a controlled 
drive and a late defence from the reigning 
champion to win in mixed conditions 

at the Hungaroring. 

This year’s title tussle looked to be 
effectively over after Chadwick’s five 
consecutive victories to start the season, 
and seven in total counting back to 2021, 
but it was the driver who last beat 
Chadwick who broke her run. 

Powell grabbed the initiative with her 


Beganovic 
returns to 
top of podium 


SPA (BEL) 
ROUND 7/10 


Dino Beganovic has long led the Formula 
Regional European Championship by Alpine, 
but he had gone two months without 
winning prior to last Friday’s race at Spa. 
The Ferrari junior took pole, resisted an 
opening-lap attack from title rival Gabriele 
Mini, then pulled away and was four 
seconds clear when the race reached an early 
conclusion that initially went in Mini’s 
favour. Mini had suffered a puncture that 
caused him to lose second place, but a spin 
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first pole of the year while Chadwick 
struggled to fifth place, partly blamed on 

a brake-bias switch error during qualifying. 
Last season’s W Series runner-up was also 
given a slice of fortune when the race 
started behind the safety car after 
torrential rain soaked the track. 

Chadwick wasted little time carving up 
the order, aided by a hectic start by Nerea 
Marti, who half-spun behind the safety car 
to lose position to Marta Garcia, which left 
her exposed to Chadwick’s charge at Turn 3 
once green-flag racing began two laps later. 
Marti was then swallowed up by the pack 
and pitched into another spin by Belen 
Garcia. This gave Chadwick space to go after 
the three frontrunners, and she picked off 


for Victor Bernier led to race-ending red 
flags. On countback, that put Mini back in 
second behind Beganovic. But scrutineering 
revealed a missing plate in the gearbox oil 
pump of Mini’s car and he was disqualified. 
Sami Meguetounif therefore inherited 
the runner-up spot, and an elated Dudu 
Barrichello (son of Rubens) scored his first 
series points with third in his Arden car. 
Mercedes Fi junior Paul Aron claimed race 
two pole, but quickly lost the lead to Alpine 


Marta Garcia two laps later up the inside 
at the first corner. 

At mid-race Chadwick repeated that 
move on Beitske Visser to take second, 
but her assault on Powell was paused by 
a second safety car period triggered by 
Bianca Bustamante’s crash at Turn 9, the 
Filipina eventually stopping with damage 
at pit entry. Racing resumed for four 
more laps, to test Powell with a restart 
and defence against Chadwick’s charge. 
She executed it perfectly to take victory. 

Chadwick still extended her 
championship lead to 75 points and can 
seal a third consecutive crown at the 
next round in Singapore in October. 


Beganovic leads Mini 


protege Hadrien David who, like R-ace 
team-mate Gabriel Bortoleto, was equipped 
with a new engine. Bortoleto also passed 
Aron, and second became a maiden win for 
the Brazilian when on-the-road victor David 
was handed a one-place penalty for passing 
Aron under safety car conditions. 


~%} motorsport.tv 
Relive this race at Motorsport.tv 


VAN DERGRAGT/DUTCH PHOTOAGENCY 


Van Gisbergen at The Bend Is the maestro again 


AUSTRALIAN SUPERCARS 
THE BEND (AUS) 

30-31 JULY 

ROUND 8/13 


Shane van Gisbergen is now a round clear 
in the Supercars standings thanks to a 
clean sweep at The Bend SuperSprint. 

The trip to South Australia was expected 
to be a chance for the Ford teams to close 
the gap to van Gisbergen’s Triple Eight-run 
Holden based on recent form — Mustangs 
had scored 10 wins in the past 11 races there. 

On Saturday it was indeed a Mustang that 
drew first blood, but not one anybody saw 
coming. Zak Best stunned the field to grab 
pole in just his second Supercars start. 

But the shock result quickly turned into 
controversy when it came to light that Best 
and fellow wildcard Jordan Boys were on 

a different, allegedly faster, tyre batch. 

Best went on to lead the early stages of 
the first race, before being overhauled by 
van Gisbergen at Turn 3 on lap 11. Once 
in front, the Kiwi ran long before making 
his mandatory stop, resuming with a 
comfortable lead as he streaked to victory 
from Will Davison and Chaz Mostert. 

The tyre batches were equalised overnight, 
Tickford drivers Cam Waters and Thomas 
Randle locking out the front row for race 
two. But Randle stalled on the line and was 


Reddick beats 
short-cutter 
Chastain 


NASCAR CUP 
INDIANAPOLIS (USA) 
31 JULY 

ROUND 22/36 


Tyler Reddick claimed the win in a 
chaotic and at one point confusing 
NASCAR Cup Series race on the 
Indianapolis road course. 

Reddick started on the pole and his 
Richard Childress Racing Chevrolet crew 
worked a masterful strategy to get him up 
front in the final stage. He was leading 
the way on the final restart in overtime 
and cleared for the lead in Turn 1. But 
Ross Chastain, who overshot Turn 1 and 
drove off on the access road, returned 
to the track ahead of Reddick. 

Reddick eventually ran Chastain down 
to reclaim the lead on the final lap and 
capture the victory, the second of his 
career, and both coming in his last five 


Van Gisbergen battles 
with Waters - and water 


collected by Andre Heimgartner, both cars 
destroyed on the spot and the drivers taken 
to hospital to be treated for minor injuries. 
The race was red-flagged and then restarted, 
after which it was another cakewalk for van 
Gisbergen, who cruised to victory ahead 

of Mostert and James Courtney. 

The finale was a wild wet affair, Waters 
and van Gisbergen staging a thrilling battle 
before the Red Bull Holden star took control. 
From there he cruised to an 8.7-second win 
from Waters and recently re-signed Erebus 
Holden driver Brodie Kostecki. 

ANDREW VAN LEEUWEN 


VINLOVE/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


starts. After the race, NASCAR penalised 
Chastain for his move and dropped the 
TrackHouse Racing Chevrolet to 27th. 

“T couldn’t believe he got ahead of me,” 
said Reddick. “I was kind of waiting to see 
if he was going to have a penalty because 
I didn’t want to move him out of the way 
and make his race worse than what it was. 
Hats off to Ross for trying to do that, but 
really glad it didn’t end up working out 
because I’d have been pretty upset.” 

Austin Cindric was credited with 
second in his Team Penske Ford, 
Harrison Burton a career-best third, 
Todd Gilliland a career-topping 
fourth and Bubba Wallace fifth. 

JIM UTTER 


W SERIES 
HUNGARORING (HUN) 
Alice Powell 


FORMULA REGIONAL EUROPEAN 
SPA (BEL) 
Race1 Dino Beganovic 
Prema Powerteam 
Race 2 Gabriel Bortoleto 
R-ace GP 


AUSTRALIAN SUPERCARS 

THE BEND (AUS) 

Races 1, 2 & 3 Shane van Gisbergen 
Triple Eight Racing 
(Holden Commodore ZB) 


NASCAR CUP 

INDIANAPOLIS (USA) 

Tyler Reddick 

Richard Childress Racing (Chevrolet Camaro) 


GT4 EUROPEAN SERIES 
SPA (BEL) 
Race 1 Loic Villiger/Antoine Leclerc 
Code Racing (Alpine A110 GT4) 
Race2 Erwan Bastard/Roee Meyuhas 
Sainteloc Racing (Audi R8 LMS GT4) 


BRAZILIAN V8 STOCK CARS 
INTERLAGOS (BRA) 
Race1 Matias Rossi 

A Mattheis Vogel (Toyota Corolla) 
Race2 Felipe Fraga 

Eurofarma RC (Chevrolet Cruze) 


First FRECA podium 
for Barrichello Jr 


For full results visit motorsportstats.com 
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WEB DIRECTORY 


FIEDS WEB DIRECTORY 


RACE RADIO 


KENWOOD ANwtotel= 


Pe Professional Team Radio 


System For All Budgets 


INSURANCE 


FEPOLLECTORS com #1 FOR F1 MEMORABILIA 
Pe mm SAT 


We buy Ly ll OMP YB RAC] N G 


4 AYRTON SENNA specialists 
| a i763 2148 | WWW.YBRACING.COM 
INSURANCE 


Insurance for Drivers 
and Race Teams 


RACE PREPARATION 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS RACE PARTS 


PARE DRY sume SUMP 
|— ) [a OE 5 YSTEMS 

ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC. 
www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com WWW.DRYSUMP.COM (916) 652-5282 


RACE PARTS 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


Crp Part Een Sagnchare” 
erformance and Tuning Parts PYc0.u ve 
Leading performance brands online 


www.part-box.com 


RACE PARTS 


Passionate About Motorsport 


www.jjcraceandrally.com 


TO ADVERTISE IN AUTOSPORT Ben Fullick 
Bi CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CONTACT T: +44 (0)7884 117 237 


RV SALES AND SERVICE 


MOTORSPORT LEGAL ADVICE 


OUR ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER E: ben.fullick@motorsport.com 


56 AUTOSPORT.COM 4 AUGUST 2022 


MARKETPLACE 


EVENTS 


ae I (4, - 
14 AUGUST 2022 


BOOK ONLINE IN ADVANCE TO SAVE UP TO £19 ~=—- FOR TICKETS AND UPGRADES 


D .r a. 


RACE PARTS 


MARKETPLACE 


SYT650G 
Leaded /Super Unleaded 
300 Ltr/Hr @ 3 Bar 


‘ \ a ie 
~ yy 2 
SYT620EM =~», ~~ SYT342G 
/ Leaded 1, Leaded / Super Unleaded 
340 Ltr/Hr @ 3 Bar 340 Ltr/Hr @ 3 Bar 


In Tank Fuel Pumps & Kits 


AUDI * BMW * FORD * HONDA 
LANCIA * LOTUS * MAZDA. MINI 
. MITSUBISHI + NISSAN + PEUGEOT 
SYT420G SUBARU *« TOYOTA * VW SYT340EM 


Leaded / Super Unleaded / Leaded 
300 Ltr/Hr @ 3 Bar 340 Ltr/Hr @ 3 Bar 


GLENcoeE ~ 
Tel: +44 01784 493555 www.glencoeltd.co.uk Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk 
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MOTORSPORT JOBS 


CLASSIFIEDS MOTORSPORT JOBS 


motorsport A 
JOBS — 


No. 1 Mechanic 
Argenti Motorsport 


Argenti Motorsport are looking for an experienced mechanic 
to operate in British and European F4 Championships. 


Applicants should have the following attributes: 


Motorsport experience 

Working within a team 

Ability to travel 

Ability to operate in a fast paced environment 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Fabricator / TIG Welder 


Primary Designs 


Primary Designs are leaders in the design and manufacture 
of world-class high performance exhaust systems and are 
proud of our associations with world championship winning 
Formula 1 teams and world record breaking supercar 
manufacturers. 


You would be joining a well-established, successful, and 
proactive organisation who are recognised as being 

at the forefront of technology in exhaust design and 
manufacturing. 


As part of our continued investment in people and future 
expansion plans, we are recruiting self-motivated people to 
join our highly skilled team of engineers. 


Skilled Exhaust Fabricator / TIG Welder 
(Motorsport and high performance exhaust systems) 


* We are looking for skilled Fabricator/TIG Welders, suitable 
applicants are likely to have experience with exotic 
materials such as Nickel Alloys (Inconel), Titanium and 
Stainless steel. 

You will preferably have previous exhaust manufacturing 
experience in the Motorsport and specialist Automotive 
industry. 

Candidates must be self- motivated, capable of working 
with minimum supervision and as part of a team. 

We offer a good salary, pension scheme and other 
benefits. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport = 
JOBS MSV 


Circuit Manager - Snetterton 
MSV 


We are currently looking for a new Circuit Manager here at 
Snetterton in Norfolk. This prestigious position provides an 
exciting opportunity to head up the team at one of the UK's 
premier motorsport venues, reporting directly to our Group 
Operations Manager and Chief Executive. 


The requirements: 


* You will need to be a bright and exceptionally driven 
individual who can also motivate the team around you to 
perform consistently at a high level. 

Meticulous attention to detail and strong organisational 
skills are essential, along with the ability to cope with 
tight deadlines and fast changing situations. 

You must have a good commercial awareness and 

be able to make informed decisions and reasoned 
recommendations for revenue generating opportunities. 
Producing pre-event budgets and post-event returns will 
be your responsibility so strong IT skills are a must have, 
especially Excel. 

Building and developing effective relationships is critical 
to success. This includes within MSV and externally with 
a variety of organisations. 

Whilst motorsport experience is a great asset it is not 
essential. However, experience of managing large public 
venues or events, maintenance of extensive grounds and 
facilities, and undertaking civil engineering projects would 
be advantageous. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS Eurore 


Internship Within Quality Management 
Toyota Gazoo Racing 


Your tasks: 


developing, updating and maintaining TGR-E process 
landscape 

moderating meetings with specific departments to align 
and document meeting minutes 

identifying workflow optimization potentials 

taking over of daily administrative tasks 


The successful candidate will: 


be an enrolled Industrial Engineering student or a student 
of a similar study course 

have experience with a process modelling software 
(preferably Viflow) 

have the capability and willingness to Understand various 
processes (administrative and technical) 

have self-contained working skills 

be a strong interactive communicator with english 
language skills in spoken and written 


What we offer: 


* attractive benefits packages e.g. canteen and free on-site 
sym 

* achallenging, fulfilling internship in a multi-national 
company within a familiar atmosphere - driven by 
fascination and passion 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


moto rsport Want to advertise a motorsport job? 
JOBS If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 


please contact james.robinson@motorsport.com or call or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 
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motorsport 
JOBS 


lea 


Senior Director - Premium Service - Las Vegas 
Formula One 


Reporting into the VP, Ticket Sales and Service, you will: 


Develop a high-performing team, with a commitment 

to build a culture that encompasses the business 

culture with core values of creativity, hard work and 
professionalism at all times 

Develop and execute onboarding, training, and ongoing 
management programs 

Collaborate with the VP, Ticket Sales and VP, Strategy & 
Business Development to develop and execute customer 
service and concierge strategies for all customers of the 
LVGP 

Collaborate with the Director, Business Operations and 
Strategy to develop technology tools to reach clients 
utilizing an efficient, omni-channel approach 

Provide regular Updates to leadership on delivery 
timelines, customer sentiment, operational challenges and 
other key milestones 

Develop and oversee retention strategies and timelines 
Create and implement cross selling and upgrade 
strategies 

Collaborate with the Sr. Director, Premium Sales to ensure 
efficient and effective hand-off of accounts from sales to 
service 

Develop and consult on communication strategies to 
ensure proper guest education in advance of the race 
weekend. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


HR Business Partner 
Aston Martin Fl Team 


Responsibilities: 


Conducts regular meetings with respective departments, 
consulting with line management HR guidance when 
appropriate. 

Analyse trends and metrics in partnership with the whole 
HR Team to develop solutions, programs and policies. 
Manage complex employee relations cases 

Translate business requirements into effective HR 
practices across the business, delivering people solutions 
aligned to business objectives 

Responsible for recruitment, performance management, 
implementing HR initiatives and you will advise, guide and 
support all staff and managers 

Work with Recruitment and Talent Management to 
identify resourcing requirements and solutions 

Manage onboarding plans for new starters 

First point of contact for ER issues 

Support, develop and coach managers to manage ER 
issues in line with internal policies and HR best practice 
Support and manage the talent profile of employees 
within the business 

Identify requirements for development plans 

Maintain in-depth knowledge of legal standards and 
reduce risks related to daily management of employees 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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motorsport 
JOBS 


HR Business Partner 
Aston Martin Fl Team 


Responsibilities: 


Conducts regular meetings with respective departments, 
consulting with line management HR guidance when 
appropriate. 

Analyse trends and metrics in partnership with the whole 
HR Team to develop solutions, programs and policies. 
Manage complex employee relations cases 

Translate business requirements into effective HR 
practices across the business, delivering people solutions 
aligned to business objectives 

Responsible for recruitment, performance management, 
implementing HR initiatives and you will advise, guide and 
support all staff and managers 

Work with Recruitment and Talent Management to 
identify resourcing requirements and solutions 

Manage onboarding plans for new starters 

First point of contact for ER issues 

Support, develop and coach managers to manage ER 
issues in line with internal policies and HR best practice 
Support and manage the talent profile of employees 
within the business 

Identify requirements for development plans 

Maintain in-depth knowledge of legal standards and 
reduce risks related to daily management of employees 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Graduate Aerodynamicist 
Mercedes Fl Team 


We are looking for curious graduates who are passionate 
about aerodynamics to join our Department, working on the 
development of our Formula One cars. 


You will work collaboratively as part of a small team, 
applying your thoughtful and curious nature to stimulating 
challenges relating to aerodynamic development. 


By interpreting trends and developing our understanding, 
you will create innovative engineering solutions to real 
problems. As a valued member of our Aerodynamics 
Department, your ideas and skills will make a tangible 
contribution to the Team, both on and off the track. 


Your responsibilities will include: 


Developing aerodynamic concepts 

Interpreting trends, for example from our state-of-the-art 
CFD and wind tunnel facilities 

Improving our understanding of flow structures 
Collaborating to create innovative solutions 

Enhancing the tools you and your colleagues use to find 
performance 

Surfacing and design of components 

Meshing and post-processing CFD 

Planning and running test programmes 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


moto f sport Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


JOBS 


If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 
please contact james.robinson@motorsport.com or call or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 
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Mini Festival Hopkirk to be remembered at Brands 


“AUTOSPORT 


CLUB RACING eHISTORICS e FEATURES N A : j O N A L 


Glorious Gold Cup action 


Entertaining races at refreshed Oulton event 


GRANFORS GRASPS GB3 SCOTTISH SUCCESS FOR SPA OUT, ALGARVE IN 
LEAD AT SILVERSTONE PEARSON IN MINIS FOR BRITISH GT 


| worors 00000 
Vb ACADEMY 


— 


Make Your Childhood Dreams a Reality. 


The National Motorsport Academy’s online motorsport engineering degrees allow you to study flexibly from 
anywhere in the world, making them the degree of choice for top-flight engineers in F1, WEC and WRC. 

All courses have been designed by motorsport engineers for motorsport engineers so you can be sure that 
your qualification is industry relevant and up to date. 


The world of motorsport is fast-paced which is why we make our courses as flexible as possible. 
Choose your own start date and fit your studies in around your work and family life. 


Don’t put your career on hold! Accelerate your chances of promotion, bring your skills up to scratch or retrain 
with the National Motorsport Academy's online motorsport engineering qualifications. 


Motorsport Engineering Motorsport Engineering 
Final Year Top-Up 


Advanced Motorsport 
Engineering 


Get your motorsport career on 

track with the world’s first online 
degree designed for motorsport 
engineers. 


Take your existing skills and 
qualifications and make them 
motorsport ready with our 1 year 
Top-Up Degree. 


Become a Master of Motorsport 
Engineering with the world’s only 
online, motorsport specific 
Postgraduate degree. 


All degrees awarded by our academic partner Oe Vonvor University. motorsport.nda.ac.uk 
Make your Childhood Dreams a Reality. +44 (0)1159 123456 
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Spa dropped in favour 
of Algarve Circuit 


BRITISH GT 


The British GT Championship will visit 
the Algarve Circuit in Portugal next season 
for a three-hour race, while the annual Spa 
event has been dropped from the calendar. 

The 2023 calendar was announced last 
week, and features a new overseas trip 
for the first time since 2013, when the 
championship visited Zandvoort in 
Holland. Since 2014 the championship 
has raced in Belgium (apart from in 2020, 
when it was lost to the pandemic) the 
event often coinciding with the 24 Hours 
of Spa a week or two later, but this 
won’t be the case next year, although 
a return is already planned for 2024. 

“There was a little feeling that we 
needed a change,” said Stephane Ratel, 
founder of organiser SRO. 

“We have been coming here [to Spa] for 
along time, so I thought it was time to do 
something different. I know some teams 
will not be happy, but the majority seem 
to be. In mid-July the Algarve is a nice 
place to be, but 2024 we will come back 
to Spa — Algarve is a one-off.” 

Four-time British GT champion Jonny 
Adam, who will make his 100th appearance 
in the championship at the Brands Hatch 
meeting next month, believes the addition 
of the Algarve Circuit is a positive having 
driven at the venue several times before. 


He said: “Spa is a unique circuit and it’s 
one that most people relish to drive but 
the championship has made the decision 
to have a bit of a change in the calendar. 

“The weather in July is going to be good 
in Portugal, it’s held an F1 race there and 
it’s a really nice layout. It’s so open in 
places and there’s a mix of high-speed 
and low-speed corners. 

“T think once people go there for the 
first time it will become apparent what 
a good circuit it is.” 

Martin Plowman, who runs and 
drives the Paddock Motorsport McLaren 
entry, believes that customers will be 
disappointed to not race at Spa. 

“From a personal point of view, I love 
Portimao, it’s a great track when I tested 
there a few years ago,” he said. 

“But I think from a customer point 
of view they are disappointed about Spa 
being dropped, I think it’s quite a negative 
thing to lose that. For them, racing at Spa 
was the crown jewel and as a driver you 
were excited about racing there.” 

As well as the visit to the Algarve on 
15-16 July, the traditional three-hour race 
at Silverstone will take place on 6-7 May. 

The season will start at Oulton Park 
with other meetings including Snetterton, 
Brands Hatch and Donington Park (x2) 
planned for the seven-round calendar. 
STEFAN MACKLEY & GARY WATKINS 


IN THE HEADLINES 


KEEN DRIVES GT4 MERC 


British GT frontrunner Phil Keen was 
in GT Cup action last weekend at 
the wheel of a GT4 Mercedes-AMG, 
having raced the model for the first 
time earlier this year in the 24 Hours 
of Portimao. Alongside Jon Currie in 
both 50-minute races at Silverstone, 
the pair achieved a best result 

of eighth in the GTH class in 

the opening race. 


CHAPMAN MISSES OUT 


Mini Challenge racer Hannah 
Chapman was forced out of her 
home races at Knockhill last 
weekend after a hefty crash at the 
chicane in practice badly damaged 
her Hybrid Tune-run car. She is now 
working to raise the budget to get 
the car fixed and return to the grid 
later in the year. “It’s heart-breaking 
when it’s my home race and all my 
family, friends and sponsors were 
coming to watch and support me,” 
she said. “But I’m not ready to give 
up, and | want to fight as hard as 

| can to get back out there.” 


CARS ON SHOW AT FESTIVAL 


The Firle Beacon Rally, Sprint and 
Supercar Festival opened for the 

first time last weekend on the Fire 
Estate in East Sussex. The inaugural 
two-day festival of cars combined 
vintage, rally and supercars all in one 
place, with guests given the chance 
to see over 200 different machines. 


FLEMING’S RADICAL DEBUT 


Karting ace Tom Fleming made his 
car racing debut in the Radical SR1 
Cup at Silverstone (below), taking 
two second places and robbed 

of a third due a mechanical. The 
19-year-old was third in last year’s 
IAME British Karting Championship 
and is a title contender again this 
term. His SR1 also carried the FF 
Corse team logo, his dad a friend 
of the team’s John Lowry. “They 
agreed that | should do some races 
this year to get licence signatures 
and hopefully next year | will race for 
them in a GT Ferrari,” said Fleming. 
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Four of the most iconic racing 
saloons of the 1970s were 
among a five-car salute to 
renowned racer Tony Sugden 
at Oulton Park, where a full grid 
of the Classic Sports Car Club’s 
Special Saloons and Modsports 
competed for the trophy 
named in his honour at 
the Gold Cup event. 

The 90-year-old — who until 
recently drove the series pace 
car — was unfortunately unable 


Wilson takes podium on slicks 
and wings debut in F2 March 


Even with a lot of padding in the cockpit 
my backside was coming off the seat 


to be there, having undergone 
emergency surgery in 
Doncaster on Friday. Numerous 
contemporary racers including 
Gerry Taylor and Dave Ellis 
enjoyed the retrospective, 
curated by Dave Smith. 

Demon Tweeks founder Alan 
Minshaw was blown away by his 
reunion with the DAF V8 of 
which he was the third owner 
— Sugden also raced both 
as DAF and Volvo with BDG 
engine — immaculately restored 
by Andy Wilson and returned to 


period Manchester Liners livery. 
Dave Taylor brought his 
ex-Mick Hill/Doug Niven/Jeff 
Wilson VW Beetle-Chevrolet 
and Joe Ward his long-owned 
ex-Gerry Marshall DTV 
Vauxhall Firernza ‘Baby Bertha} 
both of which appeared 
alongside the DAF (driven 
by ex-Fi racer Mike Wilds) 
at the CSCC’s series launch 
at Mallory Park in 2011. 
A big banger of another sort, 
the ex-Peter Day Fiat 500 that 
used an 800cc two-cylinder 


MICKWALKER 


engine in the later 1970s was 
also in the spotlight, brought 
along by Cheshire hillclimber 
Tan Medcalf who runs a 
Swiftune BMC engine as 
Day retains the original unit, 
which initially powered a Mini. 
The fifth car outside the 
Oulton Park Exhibition was the 
Porsche-engined Skoda clone 
of club speed eventer Richard 
Turnock. The Belgian Mazuin- 
built chassis wears the ex- 
Sugden 1988-90 body. 


Sam Wilson’s aspirations widened last 
weekend having made his slicks and 
wings debut in the Historic Sports Car 
Club’s Aurora Derek Bell Trophy race 
at the Oulton Park Gold Cup meeting. 

The Historic Formula Junior ace, 
who finished second in both headline 
HGPCA Gold Cup races at the event in 
Clinton McCarthy’s ex-Innes Ireland/ 
Jim Clark Lotus 18, took up the 
unexpected opportunity in Will 
Tomkins’ F2 March-BDG 732. 

“Will had been threatening to let me 
drive it for a while, but I didn’t fit it. 
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over the top of Clay Hill,” said Wilson, 
who still took second from the back 
of the grid in race two. 

“Going straight into the race my first 
impression was that it had brakes like 
I’d not experienced. I was disappearing 
into the footwell in the braking zones, 
but with a proper seat [and funds] 

I could get addicted to this.” 

With the car sporting a Wheatcroft 
Racing Roger Williamson tribute livery, 
49 years to the week after the British 
ace’s death in the 1973 Dutch GP 
at Zandvoort, the outing was 


From the back of the grid 
Wilson finished second 


emotional on several levels. 

“My dad was chief mechanic for 
‘Wheatie’ at his Donington museum for 
years,” said Wilson. “We’re Leicester 
lads too, so to race a car in Roger’s 
colours made it extra special.” 
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Gilbert (inset) crashed 
Lamborghini in testing 
ahead of GT Cup round 
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Serious injuries for Gilbert after 
Silverstone testing accident 


GT CUP 


Topcats Racing owner and GT Cup driver 
Warren Gilbert is recovering in hospital 
after a testing accident at Silverstone left 
him with serious injuries last week. 

The Lamborghini Super Trofeo driver 
was testing on Friday ahead of last 
weekend’s GT Cup meeting when he lost 
control approaching the Club chicane. 

He made heavy contact with a Porsche 
coming through the chicane, which left 
him unconscious and with serious injuries 
including 10 broken ribs, a fractured pelvis 
and spleen as well as a collapsed lung. 

He was transferred to hospital and 
his wife Charlotte confirmed he would 
remain there for the next week or two. 

“Tt was just the tiniest mistake, he just 


caught a wheel on the grass and it spun 
him around and unfortunately there 
was another car going into the chicane,” 
she said. “He made contact at about 
1230mph with his driver’s side door. 

“We’ve been racing 30 years and he’s 
never had an accident like this before 
and you realise that we’re all susceptible 
to accidents but we never imagined 
it would happen to Warren.” 

She said they they have received 
hundreds of messages of support, and 
Gilbert intends to return to racing. 

“T never knew he was this popular,” she 
added. “He said, ‘When can I get back out’ 
but I don’t think we will be doing anything 
for the rest of the season as he needs 
to recover for the next 8-12 weeks.” 
STEFAN MACKLEY 


Fores eyes racing return after crash 


CASTLE COMBE 


Alex Fores plans a return to 
racing following a crash at 
Castle Combe last month, 
which left him in hospital. 
The 22-year-old, an F3 Cup 
runner-up in 2020, was 
competing in the Classic 
Sports Car Club’s Magnificent 
Sevens race alongside Steve 
Lansley when he lost his brakes 
heading into the final corner, 
Camp, when going for a pass. 
His Caterham CSR made 


heavy contact with a metal gate 
on the exit of the corner, used 
for vehicles to gain access to 
and from the assembly area, 
and he was transferred to a 
hospital in Bristol with internal 
tears on his lungs and liver. 

“Tt was a big one and I’m 
just recovering now,’ he said. 
“The move I was making, it 
eventually would have been 
for the lead but when I went 
to brake nothing happened. 

“T couldn’t thank the 
marshals and medical crew 


enough, they were great with 
me, and I definitely hope more 
racing opportunities will 
come up this year.” 

Graham Marshallsay, CEO 
at the Castle Combe Circuit, 
confirmed that a review of 
the incident was under way. 

He said: “We are currently 
reviewing exact details of the 
incident at Camp during the 
CSCC race meeting and wish 
the driver involved a speedy 
and complete recovery.” 
STEFAN MACKLEY 


SHORT'S GB4 DEBUT 


Marcus Short enjoyed a successful 
GB4 Championship debut last 
weekend at Silverstone, finishing all 
three races and setting competitive 
times. The 17-year-old, son of 
endurance racer Martin Short, took a 
best result of fifth from the meeting 
with Hillspeed. “It’s so different to 
anything | have done before,” he 
said. “Obviously | would love to do 
more but being realistic it’s going 
to be very hard with the budget.” 


GRANT'S FERRARI QUEST 
GB4 driver Chloe Grant has been 
named as a participant in the 

FIA Girls on Track - Rising Stars 
programme, which could lead to a 
Ferrari Driver Academy spot. The 
Graham Brunton Racing driver is 
one of six drivers selected by the 
commission to progress to the next 
stage of the programme at the Circuit 
Paul Ricard in France. Four will then 
be presented with the opportunity 
to participate in the FDA Formula 4 
Scouting Camp in November, with 
the winner joining the FDA. 


STRONG BMW GRID 


Over 30 entries have been received 
for the first Ultimate BMW race 
organised by the BMW Car Club at its 
Sommerfest event at Donington Park 
this weekend. Unlike the club’s 
regular championship, this open race 
has no restrictions on engine sizes 
and tyres and the 45-minute one/ 
two driver contest is designed to 
attract cars that struggle to find 

races they are eligible for. 


PANHARD BACK ON TRACK 


A Panhard Junior debuted at Golden 
Gate, California, in 1954 and believed 
imported from France by Bing Crosby 
for son Gary, returned to racing after 
35 years at Oulton Park last weekend. 
Owned and restored by engineer 
Paul MacDougall, the 851cc flat-twin 
engined front-wheel-drive machine 
was driven in the Griffiths Haig 
Trophy races by kart and XR2 

racer Ryan Morgan (below). 
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SUMMERS BREAKS 
WISCOMBE PARK 
HILL RECORD 


BRITISH HILLCLIMB 


The knife-edge battle between 
Wallace Menzies and Alex 
Summers for the British 
Hillclimb title continued at 
Wiscombe Park last weekend 
with a run-off victory apiece as 
another hill record was broken. 
Summers was in stunning 
form on Saturday to not only 
win the opening run-off, but 
also slice a fifth of a second 
from the hill record held by 
Menzies since July 2019. 
Summers qualified fastest, 
so was last go in the run-off and 
knew that Menzies had turned 
a 33.20s to set the bar high. But 
Summers was supreme and 
powered the DJ Firestorm across 
the meadow and up through 
the trees in a stunning 32.948 
to record the first sub-33s climb 
at the Devon hill. Trevor Willis, 
Matt Ryder and Scott Moran 
were all in the mid-33s while 
best of the under two-litre cars 
was Paul Haimes in a 34.938. 
By the merest of margins, 
the pendulum swung back to 
Menzies on Sunday when he 
also broke the 33s barrier with 
a mighty 32.95s climb. Moran 
ran him close with a fine 32.98s 
and all eyes were on Summers 
for the final run of the weekend. 
It was good, but not quite good 
enough and a 33.16s left him 
third. Ryder, Willis and returnee 
Sean Gould were next up, while 
Richard Spedding was the 
leading small-engined runner. 
With dropped scores factored 
in, Menzies leads Summers by a 
point with six rounds still to go. 
PAUL LAWRENCE 


The Se7en S-Class cars will 
get separate grid for first time 


STEVE JONES 


Standalone Se7en S-Class races 
and Hopkirk Trophy at Brands 


MINI FESTIVAL 


The Mini Se7en S-Class will have 
standalone races for the first time as 
part of this weekend’s Mini Festival 
at Brands Hatch, while there will be a 
special trophy awarded at the event in 
tribute to Mini legend Paddy Hopkirk. 
The Mini 7 Racing Club’s entry-level 
category was created in 2006 and designed 
to be a cheaper alternative to the Se7en 
cars that it has shared a grid with. But, 
with the capacity on Brands Indy limited 
to 34 cars, organisers wanted to make the 
most of the strong interest in the division 
and give drivers their own races. 
Twenty entries have been received 
for the pair of 20-minute contests, 
while there is another 20 for the Se7ens. 
A combined grid of Mini Miglia and 
Libre cars, meanwhile, is at capacity. 
“We’ve got over 70 cars across three 
grids,” said the M7RC’s Colin Peacock, who 


added he believes the social side of the 
club — with a barbecue and disco planned 
on Saturday night at Brands — is an 
important factor. “I think it shows people 
like to race with a club that’s friendly.” 

Marshals at the event will also award 
a special trophy to honour Hopkirk, who 
passed away last month. The Northern 
Irishman was forever linked with the Mini 
brand after taking its first international 
victory on the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally and 
the new trophy will recognise the driver 
who races in a spirit that best represents 
Hopkirk. A minute’s applause in memory 
of Hopkirk will also be held during the 
Sunday lunchtime grid walk. 

As well as the three M7RC grids, the 
10th edition of the Mini Festival is also due 
to feature a collection of special machines 
battling in the Fastest Mini in the World 
races, along with contests for Mighty 
Minis and pre-1966 historic Minis. 
STEPHEN LICKORISH 
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Missing parts and ignoring flags 


Brilliant on-track action is overshadowed by off-track controversy — 


in scrutineering and the stewards’ room — in GB3 at Silverstone 


STEFAN MACKLEY 


rouched downat the front of the car, it wasn’t 

entirely clear at first what this writer was supposed 
C to be looking for. But, after being pointed towards 

the front of the plank, a thin metal strip could 

be seen sitting on the leading edge. 

It was a small piece of metal weighing no more than a few grams 
that, after qualifying for the GB3 Championship at Silverstone last 
weekend, became a major talking point, and could well prove 
crucial to the outcome of this year’s title battle. All three Hitech 
GP-run machines, including that of championship leader Luke 
Browning, were missing this particular part and were excluded 
from qualifying, placing them at the back of the grid for the 
first two races in Northamptonshire. 

What was clear after speaking with team bosses and drivers 
throughout the paddock was that no one felt that running without 
the part would offer any real performance advantage, although the 
theory was the car could be run lower to the ground. 

Browning himself declared that using the part would have actually 
been of benefit, and explained that the reason it was missing was 
because, when it had been requested from championship organiser 
MotorSport Vision earlier in the season, it wasn’t available. Giles 
Butterfield, MSV group operations and engineering manager, 
confirmed at some stage earlier in the season the part wasn’t 
available — new-for-2022 cars and supply issues the root cause — 


“The disqualification was 
rescinded, but not because it 
was proven they had backed off” 


but that, ahead of qualifying last weekend, it was. In any event, no 
technical query form had been provided by Hitech stating that the 
part — required under the regulations — was not on the cars. 

“Technically the cars don’t comply and in that situation there’s 
a process anda procedure and we all are bound by that,” Butterfield 
says. “It’s the same from Formula 1 down, ifthe car isnon-compliant, 
the driver andthe team both suffer. 1 don’t believe it was malicious 
[not torun the part] but unfortunately that doesn’t matter.” 

Butterfield also confirmed that, while no official protest was 
submitted, it’s understood that one team raised the issue with 
scrutineers, although this was confirmed not to be Fortec 
Motorsports, whose driver Joel Granfors took the lead of the 
standings across the weekend by 11.5 points. 

For the neutral, it has blown the championship wide open with 


just two rounds remaining, while Browning’s haul of 21 points from 
the back of the grid could yet be pivotal. 

It wasn’t the only off-track decision that proved controversial, 
with race-two winner Tom Lebbon stripped of the victory and 
disqualified along with Roberto Faria and Nick Gilkes for setting 
their fastest sector three times while a yellow flag was out at 
Brooklands to recover Zak Taylor’s stricken car. 

The decision was appealed, both Lebbon and his Elite team 
claiming that on mini-sectors he’d backed off through the yellow- 
flag zone. In the end, the disqualification for Lebbon and the other 
two drivers was rescinded, and instead a five-place grid penalty 
applied for the next race at Brands Hatch. But not because it was 
proven that they had backed off through the yellow-flag area, but 
because“the Incident Officer at Brooklands was not able to state 
that marshals were trackside on the lap in question” 

This raises many questions. Firstly, why did the clerk of the 
course believe that marshals had been in the area in the first place? 
And secondly, surely whether marshals are out on circuit should 
have no bearing on the severity of the punishment. 

A driver is most likely going to be unaware heading througha 
yellow-flag zone for the first time what the situation is, whether 
there’s acar stranded in the middle of the circuit, marshals in 
the gravel or if it’s just a piece of debris on the track. The very 
definition of a yellow flag means danger ahead, slow accordingly 
and be prepared to stop. 

This leads me onto the bigger issue. While three drivers set their 
fastest sectors in that location, it’s unlikely that the majority of the 
remaining drivers backed off considerably, possibly doing so by just 
atenth ofa second. But how can it be deemed acceptable that, as long 
as a driver hasn’t gone quicker than before, possibly even by as little 
as one thousandth of a second, it’s not worthy of punishment? 

And if the difference between a disqualification or grid penalty 
is determined by the presence of a marshal, surely competitors, not 
only in GB3 but all championships, must be expected to reduce 
their speed tenfold ifthe Orange Army are trackside. Iappreciate 
that deciding exactly how slow is safe is a grey area and, in the heat 
of the moment during a race, drivers are not going to give an inch 
knowing their competitors will be doing the same. 

But on the one-year anniversary of marshal Robert Foote’s death 
at Brands Hatch, it all seemed pretty insulting to suggest that it’s 
acceptable for drivers to carry on at unabated speeds provided 
they don’t set their session-best time. 

The safety of everyone, including drivers and marshals, is a 
priority, and it’s why the management of speeds through yellow 
flags should now be a priority for the sport’s governing body.” 


© P74 sILVERSTONE GB3 REPORT 
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Martin and Wilson enjoy thrilling Gold Cup battle 


HSCC GOLD CUP 
Andy Willis (ex-Graham Hill BRM P48-7) 
and Charlie Martin (Cooper T'53) were the 
big winners as two sensational Historic 
Grand Prix Cars Association races revisited 
Oulton Park’s glorious past, characterising a 
new-look Gold Cup. Sunday’s mesmerising 
catchweight battle between Martin in Paul 
Waine’s 2.5-litre Cooper and Sam Wilson in 
Clinton McCarthy’s 1500cc Lotus 18, second 
in Saturday’s damp opener, went all the way. 
In a thrilling final lap, Wilson “threw it 
down the inside” into Shell Oils, but clipped 
the grass and slewed sideways exiting the 
Hislops chicane. With momentum sapped, 


Wrigley was class of the field, 
taking impressive F2 double 
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Wilson placed his car centrally up Clay Hill, 
whereupon Martin charged past with two 
wheels on the grass. “Charlie drove really 
well and I got it wrong, but was over the 
moon to beat Andy Middlehurst and Nick 
Fennell in V8 25s,” said Wilson. 
Derbyshire’s Matt Wrigley had won 
Historic Sports Car Club F2 races, but 
not “the double”, so to achieve that at 
scenic Oulton, previously his bogey 
circuit, brought the poleman delight as 
he scorched the Jim Simkin-prepared 
Toleman March-Hart 782-12 — Rad 
Dougall’s 1979 Thruxton winner — to 
lights-to-chequer victories in the tributes 
to 1972 British F2 champion Niki Lauda. 
Matthew Watts’s Martini-BMW 
MK19/22 challenge was derailed on 


wet-tyred Saturday’s opening lap when 
Mark Hazell’s March 782 hit his rear corner 
under braking for Hislops. Hazell was out 
on the spot, but Watts limped to the pits. 
Mark Dwyer (March-BDG 742) inherited 
second when rising star Samuel Harrison, 
who shot his 1600cc FAtlantic Lola-BDA 
T240 from seventh to second inside a lap, 
slowed with a loose rear wheel. 

Sunday’s leg, restarted after Graham 
Adelman’s ex-Vittorio Brambilla March 732 
was in the wars again, was straightforward 
for Wrigley. He outran Dwyer and Watts, 
from the back. Martin Wood (March-BMW 
782) beat Atlantic winner Chris Porritt 
(ex-Alo Lawler Chevron B29) to fourth this 
time. Frenchman Robert Simac’s Pre-’72 
F2 rout continued in his March 712, but 
Paul Bason’s ex-James Hunt 712 was 
arrested by the Knickerbrook gravel 
when its throttle jammed open. 

Donning a new Howden Ganley lookalike 
helmet honouring his 1963 Gemini Formula 
Junior racer mentor, Horatio Fitz-Simon 
dominated the capacity grid Jim Clark Cup 
races in the ex-Tommy Reid Lotus 22. 
Poleman Philipp Buhofer (Team Lotus 27) 
led Saturday’s chase, shadowed by Nick 
Fennell’s Hasu Racing 27, Jean Vinatier’s 
1963 Nogaro winner. Fennell grabbed 
Sunday’s silver after a protracted tussle with 
Tim Child (Lotus 22) and Buhofer. Peter de 
la Roche wrung fourth and eighth from his 
front-engined Lola Mk2, while Madrid’s 
Martin Aubert (Lotus 20) and Stuart Roach 


Race 1 Andy Willis (BRM P48-7) 

Race 2 Charlie Martin (Cooper-Climax T53) 

N \ TR 7 : 

Races 1 & 2 Matt Wrigley (March-Hart 782) 
| 


Races 1 & 2 Horatio Fitz-Simon (Lotus 22, below) 


;UARL TROPHY 
Steve Nuttall (Chevron-BMW B8) 


Nigel Greensall/John Spiers (TVR Griffith) 


Races 1 & 2 Richard Wilson (Maserati 250S 2432) 


ete parsvehire (Morgan Super Aero) 


Tom Walker (Amilcar-Hispano Special) 


David Dickenson (Ford Lotus Cortina) 


Dan Williamson (Ford Falcon Sprint) 


Race 1 L Mike Bletsoe- Brown fcnetron! BDG B27) 
Race 2 Neil Glover (Chevron-Chevrolet B37) 


> TONY SUGDEN TROPHY 
Races 1 & 2 Andy Southcott (MG Lenham Midget) 


(Alexis Mk3) shared D2 honours, but 
nobody has yet unseated defending 
champion Nic Carlton-Smith (Kieft) in C2. 
The colourful sight of Chevron ‘GTs’ 
and Lenham spiders plunging through 
Cascades on lap one of Saturday’s soggy 
Guards Trophy race was as close as it got. 
As at Donington Park, nobody could match 
Mancunian Steve Nuttall. Ben Tusting 
jostled dad Rob’s Lenham back to second 
ahead of David Forsbrey and novice Dan 
Balfour in B8s. Class winner Peter de la 
Roche (Lotus 23B) was fifth ahead of Neil 
Glover/Mark Dwyer (Lenham). Mark Hales 
finished Peter Thompson’s TVR Griffith 
strongly, wresting GT gold from historic 
Maserati specialist Sam Smith (Lotus Elan). 


NATIONAL REPORTS CLU| 


E Ric Wood Motorsport’s latest startling evocation of the Group 5 1.7-litre Ford 
Cant hbo built by Zakspeed for Klaus Ludwig, Klaus Niedzwiedz and others to contest the DRM 
from 1978-83 was a Special Saloon & Modsports crowd-pleaser. Powered by a BDT-type engine, the 
tubeframe-chassised monster was debuted at the Goodwood Festival of Speed. Teething problems 
on its circuit debut prompted retirement, but will soon be sorted and the car’s potential realised. 


LLIS’S BRM = Debuted by Graham Hill in the 1960 Oulton Park Gold Cup - third behind 
stirling Moss aad Jack Brabham - the wishbone rear-suspended ‘Mark 2’ V8 became Tony Brooks’s 
InterContinental Formula car. Bought in 1962 by Tony Griffiths, it joined Tom Wheatcroft’s collection 
for £1080 in 1966. American Charles McCabe acquired the car from Barrie Baxter this year. Preparer 
Hall & Hall’s Andy Willis drove it for the first time on Friday, and won the first HGPCA race from pole! 


———— 


ee 


AL MASERATI The second of two successively serial-numbered four-cylinder 250S models 
supplied by Maserati to Jim Hall and Carroll Shelby’s Texas motor emporium in 1958, this chassis was 
2.5-litre engined from new, whereas earlier examples were upgraded. The Fantuzzi-bodied car was 
raced by both American legends, before it was sold to the UK. Current owner Richard Wilson adores 
campaigning it and demonstrated its nimble handling in winning both Griffiths Haig Trophy races. 
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With the track now dry, Ford V8-engined 
TVRs claimed four of the top seven places 
in the subsequent Cheshire Classic TT 
(Masters Gentleman Drivers) race. Nigel 
Greensall handed John Spiers a big 
advantage, which even Mike Whitaker 
couldn’t erode. Dan Eagling in Mark 
Halstead’s Ginetta G4R, and Mark Shaw 
(Elan) suppressed Thompson/Hales to fifth. 

Two months on from Silverstone’s debut, 
a largely different group of Griffiths Haig 
Trophy 1950s drum-braked sportscars 
contested the double-header. There was no 
catching Richard Wilson, who controlled his 
Maserati 250S with deft flicks of opposite 
lock in wet and dry conditions. Cliff Gray 
(Frazer Nash) pipped John Chisholm (Lola 
Mki) for second on Saturday, when Tony 
Bianchi’s Cadillac V8-engined Allard 
Farrellac looked a handful. Behind Wilson, 
Bianchi and Chisholm, the dice for fourth 
in the finale between Gray and James 
Owen (Elva Mks) went Gray’s way. 

Vintage Sports-Car Club members 
entertained the audience. Once past Mark 
Brett’s Ballamy-Ford V8, Sue Darbyshire 
snared the Egerton Cup in her Morgan 
three-wheeler. Adam Moody (Riley TT 
Sprite) finished in Brett’s wake. Sounding 
like a World War I dogfight, albeit on the 
ground, Tom Walker thudded his Amilcar 
chassis — its 11.6-litre Hispano-Suiza V8 
engine from a French SPAD aircraft — to 
a narrow Range Cup victory over Justin 
Maeers’s mere 6.1-litre GN Parker. 

Renault Clio Cup veteran David 
Dickenson (Lotus Cortina) mastered 
an exceedingly slippery track to top 


NATIONAL REPORTS 


Thunderous win for Walker 
as VSCC added variety 


Saturday’s superb Historic Racing Drivers 
Club Jack Sears Trophy Pre-’66 Touring 
Car field. Fellow Irishman Michael Cullen 
and Ben Colburn chased in Cooper Ss, 
humbling a phalanx of Cortinas. Top early 
car was the Dorlin brothers’ Austin A4o, 


with Knickerbrook spinner Ross Hyett and 


Grant Williams best of six rorty Jaguars. 
Dan Williamson led Sunday’s dry 
Alan Mann Trophy Masters Pre-’66 set 
throughout in his meaty Ford Falcon. 
Pursuer Dickenson was clear of Richard 
Dutton/Neil Brown, with Nigel Greensall 
closing in aboard John Spiers’s Cortina. 
Stars of the show were Mini aces Cullen 
and Nick Swift, who traded places non- 
stop over the hour. Cullen took the flag, 


but a five-second jump-start penalty 
reversed their order! 

The anticipated Fi vs F5000 vs F2 tussle 
in the thin Aurora Derek Bell Trophy field 
lost Chris Perkins’s Surtees TS14 to oil 
pressure issues in qualifying, but Chevron 
stalwarts Neil Glover (B37) and Mike 
Bletsoe-Brown (B27) scrapped until the V8’s 
clutch failed on Saturday. Austrian Martin 
Friedl (Brabham BT 40) and Mike Lane 
(Chevron B49) chased B-B back. With 
components sourced from Derby, Glover 
outgunned Sunday’s survivors, led by Sam 
Wilson on a mightily impressive impromptu 
slicks-and-wings debut in Will Tomkins’s 
Roger Williamson tribute F2 March 732. 


MICK WALKER 


Double winner Andy Southcott’s ‘MG Lenham 
Midget’ - a Mike Johnson-built tubeframe 
chassis powered by a 2.7-litre Millington engine 
- bears little resemblance to BMC’s base model. 
Nor do many of its wackier rivals in the Classic 
Sports Car Club’s popular Special Saloons & 
Modsports series, from which 30 competitors 
arrived to chase the Tony Sugden Trophy. 
Oulton legend ‘Suggy’, 90 and in hospital, 
would have appreciated Southcott’s 
commitment in seizing pole with a stunning 


1m45.848s (91.55mph) shot. Brands Hatch victor 
Danny Morris (Spirit of RPM Peugeot 309 Cosworth 
turbo) overcame clutch dramas to qualify second 
ahead of Simon Allaway’s Lotus Esprit, the Escorts 
of Jack Gadd (RSR Mk1-Millington) and Dan Minton 
(Mk2-BDG), and David Matthias’s Sierra RS500. 

The diverse field spanned Jack Harper’s 
Triumph Spitfire-Honda, the Warburton family’s 
indecently rapid VW Golf GTI, Tony Davies’s 
Transpeed Firenza, Joe Ward’s ex-Gerry Marshall 
‘Baby Bertha’, Tom Carey’s Honda CRX-BDA (rebuilt 


since its Thruxton fire), hairy Anglia 105Es, 
Suzuki SC100 clones, more conventional 
Midgets and Australian Roy Davis’s Triumph 
2000 with four-litre straight-six Ford power, 
to Ric Wood’s Zakspeed Capri evocation. 

After the sonorous pack was unleashed from 
a rolling start for the opening race, Southcott 
gradually shook off Morris, Allaway and Minton. 
Matthias, Gadd, Carey and Malcolm Harding 
(Escort) formed a group, through which Carey 
and Harding jostled to the front. 

Southcott and Morris started race two from 
row six, thus Allaway, Carey and Harper led 
initially. Southcott was ahead by lap three, then 
Morris passed Carey into Old Hall for second. 
Suddenly Southcott slowed, having planed his 
underfloor/venturi off over a kerb, and Morris 
was with him. As the MG pitted and Morris 
sizzled past, red flags flew for Gadd, beached 
in Lodge’s gravel since lap four. Reprieved, 
Southcott was declared victor from Carey, 
Morris, Matthias, Harper and Chris Warburton. 


MG Midget driver just 
defeated Morris’s Peugeot 


> 
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RICHARD STYLES 


Lead battles 
galore across 
750MC event 


SNETTERTON 
750MC 
30-31 JULY 


A pair of slick pitstops enabled Carl Swift 
and Robert Baker to control the nearly- 
three-hour Club Enduro contest and record 
their third victory of the season. 

“Tf you are serious about winning, then 
you must pit during caution periods,” said 
Swift, a strategy that gave the Cupra Leon 
TCR crew a big advantage. They held 
on despite a late safety car wiping out 
much of their lead, with Andy Marston, 
driving his BMW M3 solo, holding off 
the Audi RS3 TCR of William Beech/ 
Mark Grice for second. 

A demon start and a neat pass on 
Alastair Topley allowed Shaun Traynor to 
challenge Toyota MR2 race leader Aaron 
Cooke into Brundle on the penultimate lap 
of the opener. But his attempt failed, and 
promoted Daniel Silvester instead. Silvester 
and Traynor then traded the lead of race 
two, but Cooke slipped past both three 
laps from home to complete the double. 

John Village’s superior cornering ability 
wasn’t quite enough to overcome the pure 
power of Christian Pederson’s Austin 7 in 
the opening Historic 750 Formula event, 
while Hugo Pickup secured victory in the 
Handicap race after changing the head 
gasket on his Austin 7 Ulster. The Austin 
Centenary Race celebrated the iconic 7 
model, and Simon Gallon hunted down 
early leader Tim Roebuck to claim the win. 

Victory in the opening Locost race went 
to Craig Land, who narrowly pipped Martin 
West on the run to the chequered flag by 
0.04 seconds. Slippery conditions greeted 
the field for race two, and Land showcased 
his superiority with a comfortable victory 
from West with Tom Parker, who had 
started on the 11th row, charging up to third. 

The deployment of the safety car just as 


Hands gave chase to 
Pollard in Formula Vee 
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Swift and Baker came out 
on top in Club Enduro 


the pitlane opened meant there was a rush 
to complete the compulsory stop in the 
Roadsports race. But Rob Boston (Lotus 
Elise), Brett Evans (BMW M3) and Josh 
Lawton (Honda Civic) elected to complete 
one more lap before their stops and 
formed the podium at the finish. 

A post-race penalty for a clash with Pete 
Bove’s Darvi 88P cost Oliver Collett victory 
in the opening 750 Formula contest, but he 
made light work of tricky conditions to 
win race two from Mark Glover’s similar 
Racekits Falcon, which had inherited the 
race-one win. A fraught weekend for Bove 
ended with him passing Glover to seal 
his 50th category victory in race three. 

Peugeot 205 GTI-mounted Stewart 
Place controlled the opening Classic Stock 
Hatch race from start to finish, chased by 
the similar car of Chris Dear. Place later 
cantered to the double, while Dear had 
to fight hard for second from the Ford 
Fiesta XR2 of Pete Morgan and Ben 
Bateman (Vauxhall Nova GTE), who 
entertained with constant place changes. 

Daniel Hands (AHS Dominator Mk2) 
gave valiant chase of Formula Vee winner 
Craig Pollard (WEV) after he was passed 
on the Bentley Straight on the opening 
lap. Pollard eased to a second victory as 
Hands again chased in vain. 

Paul Collingwood dominated the first 
Sport Specials race in his Eclipse SM1, 
while Clive Hudson kept a trio of cars 
behind to claim second with his similar 
machine. Collingwood wasn’t headed in 
race two either while Paul Boyd (Eclipse 
SM1) displaced Hudson for second. 

A thrilling battle between Christian 
Walker and Sam Callahan for victory in 
the Porsche Trophy race ended on the 
penultimate lap when Callahan retired with 
a broken throttle pedal, leaving his rival to 
take a comfortable victory with father Jon. 
LEWIS BEALES 


CLUB ENDURO 
Carl Swift/Robert Baker (Cupra Leon TCR) 


TOYOTA MR2s 
Races 1 & 2 Aaron Cooke (Roadster) 


HISTORIC 750 FORMULA 
Race 1 Christian Pederson (Austin 7) 
Race 2 Hugo Pickup (Austin 7 Ulster) 


AUSTIN 7 CENTENARY RACE 
Simon Gallon (Pigsty Special) 


LOCOST 
Races 1 & 2 Craig Land (below) 


ROADSPORTS 
Rob Boston (Lotus Elise) 


750 FORMULA 

Race 1 Mark Glover (Racekits Falcon) 
Race 2 Oliver Collett (Racekits Falcon) 
Race 3 Pete Bove (Darvi 88P) 


CLASSIC STOCK HATCH 
Races 1 & 2 Stewart Place (Peugeot 205 GTI) 


FORMULA VEE 
Races 1 & 2 Craig Pollard (WEV) 


SPORT SPECIALS 
Races 1 & 2 Paul Collingwood (Eclipse SM1) 


CALM ALL-PORSCHE TROPHY 
Jon Walker/Christian Walker (Boxster S) 


RICHARD STYLES 


For full results visit: 750mc.co.uk 
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TOCA SUPPORTS KNOCKHILL 30-31 JULY 


Strong start for Loake helped 
him to his first 2022 victory 


Loake among three F4 winners 


BRITISH F4 


Three different drivers shared the 
victories in British Formula 4 as 

Alex Dunne’s championship lead took 
another minor dent at Knockhill. 

Carlin’s Ugo Ugochukwu took a double 
pole in damp but drying conditions, but 
the McLaren junior was bested by fellow 
front-row starter Joseph Loake on the 
run down to Duffus Dip. Loake, who 
insisted that the earlier conditions had 
aided his qualifying effort, seemed 
equally surprised by his subsequent 
trouble-free run to victory, the JHR 
Developments driver’s first of the season. 

Ugochukwu’s race unravelled as the 
contest wore on. While defending heavily 
from squabbling title rivals Dunne and 
Oliver Gray, he went off at the chicane and 
dropped out of the points, leaving Dunne 
and Gray to inherit second and third. 

The chicane proved to be something 
of a hotspot for trouble over the course 
of the weekend, and it claimed reversed- 
grid polesitter Adam Fitzgerald before 
the second race had even begun, the 


Irishman spinning on the lap to the grid. 
In his absence, Loake’s JHR team-mate 
Georgi Dimitrov made it two wins on the 
spin for the Derbyshire squad, fending off 
local lad Oliver Stewart’s early challenge 
through Duffus and McIntyres before 
building an eventual five-second margin. 
The chicane would spell trouble for 
several drivers over the course of the 
race, including Stewart, and it was a 
wheel dipped into the gravel there by 
Aiden Neate that eventually allowed 
Eduardo Coseteng through for second 
at Clark. Neate later came under fire 
from the battling quartet of Louis Sharp, 
Dunne, Gray and Daniel Guinchard, but 
held his nerve to round out the podium. 
At the second time of asking, 
Ugochukwu was peerless from pole, but 
it was a stall for Hitech driver Dunne 
alongside that made the headlines. Gray 
couldn’t get close enough to strike at his 
Carlin team-mate, but second means he 
thins the gap in the standings to 41 
points with 12 races left to run. Loake 
took third to complete his strongest 
weekend of the campaign to date. 


Martin closes on Jewiss’s lead 


PORSCHE CARRERA CUP GB 


Will Martin closed to one point off Kiern 
Jewiss by winning the second Porsche 
Carrera Cup GB race in Scotland. 

Martin’s Richardson Racing team-mate, 
stand-in driver Josh Malin, was slow off the 
line, allowing Adam Smalley and Martin to 
pass. The pair then battled for the entire 
race, never more than a second apart, until 
Smalley was given a 5s penalty for a track- 
limits infringement, handing the win to 
Martin. Smalley was frustrated but could 
take solace from setting a new lap record. 
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Gus Burton won the shortened first race 
of the day after a collision off the line 
brought out red flags on the first lap. 
Third-placed Matthew Graham was slow 
away and, with the pack unsighted as they 
sped down to the first turn, he was hit by 
Ryan Ratcliffe, setting off a chain reaction. 
Thankfully, no one was hurt but it 


eliminated five cars from the restarted race. 


It was then the Century Motorsport 
machine of Burton that led the way ahead 
of Team Parker Racing man Jewiss who, 
knowing his rival wasn’t in championship 
contention, let him take the win as he 


Double delight 
for Knockhill 
local Pearson 


MINI CHALLENGE 


Ronan Pearson lives just a few miles 
from the Knockhill track at which he 
works as an instructor. And the Excelr8 
driver put that local knowledge to 
excellent use last weekend to take two 
Mini Challenge wins, and only narrowly 
missed out on making it a hat-trick. 

Pearson’s victories in the opening 
two races were contrasting triumphs. 

He was comfortable in the first, 
winning by seven seconds over fellow 
Scot Joe Tanner, aided by Dan Zelos 
retiring with a suspension problem. 

But he had to work much harder in 
race two, spending the majority of the 
contest with team-mate Jason Lockwood 
right in his shadow after he passed 
Tanner early on. Lockwood could never 
quite mount a full attack, so Pearson 
clung on to take his second success. 

“T’m a little bit speechless and 
quite emotional,” said Pearson 
afterwards. “To do the double 
on home soil is incredible.” 

Things could have been even more 
incredible in the partially reversed-grid 
race — Pearson was challenging Alex 
Denning for the victory after early leader 
Max Coates had a driveshaft failure. But 
the race finished under the safety car, 
preventing a possible treble. 

Further back, points leader Sam 
Weller’s best result was third, but he still 
extended his advantage to 51 as his rivals 
hit strife. Alongside Zelos’s woes, Jack 
Mitchell suffered a car failure off the line 
in the opener, ruining his weekend. 


Penalty for Smalley enabled 


Martin to win Knockhill finale 
7 
a Zz 


PORSCHE 


focused on the title battle. Charles Rainford 
and Josh Stanton also celebrated with two 
wins apiece in the Pro-Am and Am class 
respectively to extend their leads. 

TOM BAKER 


Advantage Rowledge in title race 


GINETTA JUNIOR 


The Ginetta Junior pendulum has 

swung firmly in Josh Rowledge’s favour 

after a weekend of hugely contrasting 

fortunes for him and fellow title 

contender Harri Reynolds at Knockhill. 
While Rowledge excelled with two wins 

and a second place for 100 points, Reynolds, 

who had finished every race in the top five 


While Reynolds had a tough event, 
Rowledge scored 100 points 


NATIONAL REPORTS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


prior to the weekend, collected just seven 
with a double DNF and a lowly 14th. 

It was Maurice Henry who won the 
opener in Scotland, taking the lead from 
polesitter Sonny Smith at the hairpin 
on lap one and leading home Rowledge. 

The points leader shot into a lead of 
over three seconds in race two, but was 
soon checking his mirrors as Joe Warhurst 
hunted him down, just 0.3s separating 
the pair at the flag. 

Last year’s runner-up Liam McNeilly 
scored his long-awaited first podium of the 
season from 12th on the grid in that one, 
and challenged Rowledge for the race-three 
win. After running nose to tail for multiple 
laps, an attempted move coming out of 
McIntyres resulted in contact between the 
two, which gave Rowledge the breathing 
room needed to win. Will Macintyre, who 
holds title aspirations of his own, joined 
them on the podium. 

SIMON PAICE 


Kellett’s unbeaten run is over 


GINETTA GT4 SUPERCUP 


James Kellett continued his sensational 
start to the Ginetta GT'4 Supercup 
season with two wins at Knockhill, 
although a final-race incident tainted an 
otherwise supreme weekend in Scotland. 

Kellett topped the timesheets once 
again in qualifying, and he took lights- 
to-flag victories in the opening two races 
with Aston Millar following him home in 
both. That made it seven wins in a row 
for Kellett, beating Tom Sharp’s 2011 
record of most consecutive overall 
wins in the series. 

The reversed-grid finale was a very 
different story, however. Mechanical 
retirements for front-row starters 


Kellett kept Millar at bay in first two contests 
but was disqualified for race-three tangle 


Henry Dawes and Tom Emson elevated 
Millar to the race lead. But Kellett was 
determined to complete his hat-trick 
and made a move into the hairpin, with 
contact to the rear of Millar spinning 
him around and ending his race. 

After the surreal sight of Kellett 
standing on the podium on his own, 
his celebrations were cut short when 
he was removed from the result due 
to the Millar incident. 

With no Gs6 Pros therefore classified, 
it was Am-class duo Wes Pearce and 
Colin White who occupied the top 
two places on the results sheet, with 
Luke Reade third as he completed 
a G55 class treble. 

SIMON PAICE 


RACE RESULTS 


BRITISH FORMULA 4 

Race 1 (all 25 laps) 1 Joseph Loake; 2 Alex 
Dunne +2.247s; 3 Oliver Gray; 4 Louis Sharp; 

5 Eduardo Coseteng; 6 Aiden Neate. Fastest 
lap Dunne 48.426s (94.18mph). Pole Ugo 
Ugochukwu. Starters 15. 

Race 2 1 Georgi Dimitrov; 2 Coseteng +5.079s; 
3 Neate; 4 Dunne; 5 Gray; 6 Sharp. FL Coseteng 
48.395s (94.24mph). P Adam Fitzgerald. $ 15. 
Race 3 1 Ugochukwu; 2 Gray +2.275s; 3 Loake; 
4 Sharp; 5 Neate; 6 Coseteng. FL Ugochukwu 
48.356s (94.32mph). P Ugochukwu. $ 15. 
Points 1 Dunne 271; 2 Gray 230; 3 Ugochukwu 
179; 4 Neate 167; 5 Sharp 158; 6 Loake 127. 


MINI CHALLENGE 

Race 1 (22 laps) 1 Ronan Pearson; 2 Joe 
Tanner +7.119s; 3 Jason Lockwood; 4 Sam 
Weller; 5 Alex Denning; 6 Max Coates. FL 

Pearson 54.583s (83.56mph). P Pearson. S$ 27. 
Race 2 (22 laps) 1 Pearson; 2 Lockwood 
+0.339s; 3 Tanner; 4 Denning; 5 Weller; 6 Coates. 
FL Weller 54.476s (83.72mph). P Pearson. S 27. 
Race 3 (15 laps) 1 Denning; 2 Pearson +2.526s; 3 
Weller; 4 Lockwood; 5 Gergo Racz; 6 Jack Mitchell. 
FL Dan Zelos 54.519s (83.66mph). P Coates. S 27. 
Points 1 Weller 477; 2 Lockwood 426; 3 Pearson 
419; 4 Mitchell 370; 5 Denning 360; 6 Coates 321. 


PORSCHE CARRERA CUP GB 

Race 1 (20 laps) 1 Gus Burton; 2 Kiern Jewiss 
+2.267s; 3 Will Martin; 4 Adam Smalley; 5 Josh 
Malin; 6 Theo Edgerton. FL Jewiss 48.607s 
(93.83mph). P Burton. S 23. 

Race 2 (32 laps) 1 Martin; 2 Smalley +4.367s; 

3 Malin; 4 Jewiss; 5 Burton; 6 Edgerton. FL 
Smalley 48.602s (93.84mph). P Malin. $ 19. 
Points 1 Jewiss 62; 2 Martin 61; 3 Smalley 57; 4 
Matthew Graham 41; 5 Edgerton 37; 6 Burton 34. 


GINETTA JUNIOR 

Race 1 (10 laps) 1 Maurice Henry; 2 Josh 
Rowledge +0.786s; 3 Sonny Smith; 4 Joe 
Warhurst; 5 Liam McNeilly; 6 Aqil Alibhai. FL 
Henry 1m01.463s (74.20mph). P Smith. $ 22. 
Race 2 (20 laps) 1 Rowledge; 2 Warhurst 
+0.290s; 3 McNeilly; 4 Zac Meakin; 5 William 
Macintyre; 6 Alibhai. FL Warhurst 1m01.178s 
(74.55mph). P Rowledge. S$ 22. 

Race 3 (20 laps) 1 Rowledge; 2 McNeilly 
+1.413s; 3 Macintyre; 4 Warhurst; 5 Meakin; 
6 Alibhai. FL Warhurst 1m01.115s (74.63mph). 
P Rowledge. $ 22. 

Points 1 Rowledge 353; 2 Macintyre 308; 

3 Harri Reynolds 268; 4 Warhurst 231; 

5 Alibhai 231; 6 McNeilly 222. 


GINETTA GT4 SUPERCUP 

Race 1 (18 laps) 1 James Kellett; 2 Aston 
Millar +1.149s; 3 Tom Emson; 4 Henry Dawes; 

5 Darren Leung; 6 Wesley Pearce. FL Kellett 
50.179s (90.89mph). P Kellett. S 18. 

Race 2 (21 laps) 1 Kellett; 2 Millar +0.327s; 

3 Emson; 4 Dawes; 5 Pearce; 6 Leung. FL Kellett 
50.027s (91.17mph). P Kellett. S 18. 

Race 3 (16 laps) 1 Pearce; 2 Colin White 
+0.617s; 3 Luke Reade; 4 James Taylor; 5 Blake 
Angliss; 6 Conner Garlick. FL Pearce 51.502s 
(88.56mph). P Dawes. S 18. 

Points 1 Kellett 241; 2 Millar 202; 3 Emson 160; 
4 Dawes 121; 5 Josh Rattican 90; 6 Reece 
Somerfield 86. 


For full results visit: tsl-timing.com 
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Granfors grabs 
GB3 points lead 
from Browning 


SILVERSTONE 
MSVR 
30-31 JULY 


A hat-trick of podiums at Silverstone 
launched Joel Granfors to the top of 

the GB3 Championship standings, while 
an off-track decision had a dramatic 
effect on the title battle. 

The Swede trailed championship rival 
Luke Browning by 30.5 points heading into 
the weekend, with the Briton securing pole 
for Saturday’s opening 10-lap encounter. 
But Browning and his Hitech GP team- 
mates were stripped of all qualifying times 
due to a technical infringement on their 
machines (see Opinion, p67), handing 
Granfors the perfect opportunity to move 
himself to the head of the points. 

Arguably the fastest driver across the 
weekend, though, was Carlin’s Callum 
Voisin, the teenager promoted to pole for 
the first race and already occupying the 
position on outright pace for race two. But 
in both races he fluffed the start, with 
Fortec Motorsports racer Granfors taking 
a lights-to-flag victory in the opening 
encounter after Voisin also dropped behind 
Carlin team-mate Javier Sagrera. An outside 
move at Stowe on lap six eventually secured 
Voisin the runner-up spot, with fellow 
Carlin driver Roberto Faria also demoting 
Sagrera on the penultimate tour. 

Browning, meanwhile, had initially surged 
through the order, climbing 10 spots on the 
opening lap from the back of the grid, and 
he eventually finished 10th. He achieved 
11th in the sequel, with the aerodynamic 
wake putting overtaking at a premium. 

Voisin’s poor start in race two allowed 
Elite Motorsport’s Tom Lebbon to lead 
from the front row, while Granfors and 
Sagrera again moved ahead of Voisin 
before the end of the first lap. 
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But Voisin was handed a small reprieve 
when the safety car was deployed following 
a collision between James Hedley IHR 
Developments) and McKenzy Cresswell 
(Chris Dittmann Racing) at Village. 
Cresswell was tipped into several rolls and 
was declared unfit for the final race, while 
Hedley was disqualified from the results. 

At the restart, Voisin repeated his 
race-one pass on Sagrera, before getting 
a better run through Copse and taking 
second from Granfors a lap later. 

Thereafter, Voisin shadowed Lebbon 
and was close enough to make a move to 
the outside into the sharp right of Village 
on the final tour. Despite running off track, 
he got a better exit from the Loop, but his 
front wing made contact with the right-rear 
tyre of Lebbon’s car. In a dramatic finish, 
Lebbon took the flag with a deflated tyre, 
followed by Voisin, minus front wing, and 
Granfors — the trio covered by just over 
0.5 seconds. More drama was to follow 
when Lebbon was initially disqualified for 


Burgess (left) takes the 
lead from Loggie off the 


line in first GT Cup race 


setting a fastest sector time through a 
yellow flag zone, before he was reinstated. 

Overtaking around Silverstone’s Grand 
Prix layout may have been difficult, but that 
didn’t prevent some sensational racing in 
the fully reversed-grid contest. Marcos 
Flack (Douglas Motorsport) jumped from 
sixth into the lead on the opening lap and 
cleared off into the distance while, behind, 
Faria eventually proved best of the rest. 

But Granfors starred. He climbed from 
18th on the grid to the final step of the 
podium to leave Silverstone with an 
11.5-point advantage from Browning, who 
took fifth in the final race from 20th. 

A fuel-surge issue for his Radical RXC 
prevented Steve Burgess from claiming a 
Saturday double in the GT Cup, after taking 
victory in a sprint race heavily restricted by 
an early safety-car period. GT Cup debutant 
Hugo Cook and Marcus Clutton benefited 
from Burgess’s strife in the 50-minute 
encounter to win in their Mercedes GT3. 

Simon Orange’s McLaren 720S GT3 took 
Sunday’s sprint race victory after starting 
with slick tyres on a damp but drying track, 
while early leader Burgess pitted behind the 
safety car to change to the more appropriate 
rubber and climbed back to second. 

Ian Loggie’s Mercedes-AMG looked 
on course to win the second 50-minute 
endurance race, having jumped from 
fourth to first in the pitstop phase, 
but he lost the lead on the penultimate 
lap through traffic. Michael O’Brien, 
sharing with Orange, took the spoils 
after closing a 9s gap in the final stages 
of the race, while Cook/Clutton completed 
the rostrum. Burgess, who again led 
early on, was fourth. 

STEFAN MACKLEY 
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GB3 
Race 1 (10 laps) 1 Joel Granfors; 2 Callum Voisin 
+1.116s; 3 Roberto Faria; 4 Javier Sagrera; 

5 John Bennett; 6 Tom Lebbon. Fastest lap Voisin 
1m53.635s (115.96mph). Pole Voisin. Starters 23. 
Race 2 (10 laps) 1 Lebbon; 2 Voisin +0.448s; 

3 Granfors; 4 Sagrera; 5 Faria; 6 Matthew Rees. 

FL Voisin 1m54.077s (115.51mph). P Voisin. $ 23. 
Race 3 (10 laps) 1 Marcos Flack; 2 Faria +6.176s; 
3 Granfors; 4 Voisin; 5 Luke Browning; 6 Rees. 

FL Nico Christodoulou 1m55.024s (114.56mph). 

P Ayrton Ori. S 22. 

Points 1 Granfors 369.5; 2 Browning 358; 

3 Voisin 292; 4 Faria 274.5; 5 Max Esterson 255.5; 

6 Lebbon 242.5. 


GT CUP 

Race 1 Steve Burgess (Radical RXC) 

Race 2 Hugo Cook/Marcus Clutton 
(Mercedes-AMG GT3) 

Race 3 Simon Orange (McLaren 720S GT3) 
Race 4 Orange/Michael O’Brien 

(McLaren 720S GT3) 


GB4 
Races 1, 2 & 3 Nikolas Taylor 


PORSCHE CLUB/911 CHALLENGE 
Race 1 Kevin Harrison (996 C2) 
Race 2 Peter Morris (997 C2S, below) 


MONOPOSTO CHAMPIONSHIP 
Race 1 Tony Bishop (Dallara F307) 
Race 2 Lee Cunningham (Dallara F301) 


RADICAL CHALLENGE/SR1 CUP 
Races 1, 2 & 3 James Lay (SR3) 


7 RACE SERIES 
Race 1 Anthony Barnes (Caterham 420R) 
Race 2 Phil Jenkins (Caterham 420R) 


For full results visit: tsl-timing.com 


Victory in race one went 
the lead at the start 
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TAYLOR’S PERFECT GB4 WEEKEND 


It was a terrific weekend for Fortec 
Motorsports at Silverstone. As well as Joel 
Granfors’s trio of podiums and the series 
leadership in GB3, there was a hat-trick for 
Nikolas Taylor in the GB4 Championship. 

The huge haul of points elevated the 
teenager back to the top of the standings 
after dropping down the order following a 
retirement during the previous round at 
Snetterton. Taylor’s exit had been good 
fortune for Max Marzorati, who arrived at 
Silverstone at the top of the standings 
despite having yet to take a win. 

The Hillspeed driver then inherited pole 
for race one when team-mate Megan 
Gilkes was demoted three places for 
causing a collision at the previous round, 
while Taylor could only manage fifth. 

For the opening half a lap of race one, 
Marzorati firmly defended from fellow 
front-row starter Jack Sherwood but, 
entering Abbey for the first time, the 
Elite Motorsport driver pulled off an 
incredible overtaking move around 
the outside to take the lead. 

It proved to be shortlived. Jarrod 
Waberski, running third, clipped the back 
of Marzorati into the braking zone of 
Village, sending the Kevin Mills Racing- 
run machine briefly into the air before 
launching completely over the top of 
Sherwood in front. Both Waberski and 
Sherwood were eliminated, with Waberski 
handed a three-place grid drop for 
his involvement in the collision. 

The safety car was deployed, by which 
time Taylor had managed to pass both 
Gilkes and Marzorati through the chaos 
to lead, with Gilkes pitting to replace 
a punctured tyre under the caution. 

At the restart it was team-mate Marzorati’s 
turn to lose pressure in his right-rear 
tyre courtesy of the Waberski contact, 
and he pitted from second place as 
the race went green. 
This offered Taylor some breathing 


: ~ 
Marzorati now sits 21 


points behind Taylor 


Three wins from three 


races for Fortec’s Taylor 


space to the chasing Tom Mills, with the 
winning margin at the flag 2.6 seconds. 
Behind, Gilkes recovered to third - she 
passed Logan Hannah for the position on 
the final lap when the Graham Brunton 
Racing driver spun coming through Abbey. 
Marzorati, meanwhile, finished ninth to 
record his worst result of the season. 

The sequel proved to be less dramatic, 
Taylor grabbing second from Gilkes off 
the line before getting a switchback on 
poleman Marzorati through Stowe, after 
which he managed the gap to his title rival. 
Waberski recovered from his grid penalty 
to take the final step on the podium after 
a side-by-side battle with team-mate Mills 
through Brooklands and Luffield on the 
final lap, while Gilkes shadowed the pair. 

Taylor’s struggles in qualifying 
helped for the reversed-grid race, which 
he started from seventh position ahead of 
his more competitive rivals. This became 
clear by the end of the opening lap, 
when he took the lead from Chloe Grant 
exiting Luffield around the outside 
before beating Marzorati to the flag 
by more than 10s to record his eighth 
win of the season. 

“| watched Joel [Granfors, in the GB3 
reversed-grid race] and thought, ‘If he can 
do that, | can do that,” said Taylor, who 
leads the standings by 21 points with 
two rounds remaining. 

STEFAN MACKLEY 
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McCullough edges towards title 
with another FF1600 brace 


500MRCI 


David McCullough has been almost 
unstoppable in Northern Ireland Formula 
Ford this year with nine victories from 
10 starts. The latest back-to-back wins 
came at what was billed as ‘The Jam-packed 
July Race Meeting’ at Kirkistown, where 
the 500 Motor Racing Club of Ireland 
laid on a massive 17-race programme. 
Despite uncertain weather, the racing was 
entertaining and largely incident-free. 
Theoretically, McCullough and his Van 
Diemen RFo1 can still be caught before 
the end of the year, but few people would 
bet against him at this stage. With the 
returning David Parks — absent for the 
previous few rounds — scoring two 
second-place finishes in his rebuilt Ray, 
McCullough’s closest title rival Alan 
Davidson had to be content with a brace of 
thirds, despite the best efforts of Brandon 
McCaughan to drop him further back. 
Davidson, meanwhile, is now further 
ahead of his rival in the all-Mondiale 
battle for the Pre-’90 section, although 
McCaughan did have the consolation of 


Larkham’s Radical was another 
double winner in Roadsports 


setting fastest lap in the damp second race. 

Sportscars provided the feature class 
this time, and both Roadsports events 
(the second suffering from some distinctly 
damp conditions) went the way of points 
leader Steven Larkham and his Radical 
PRo6. Reigning champion, and Steven’s 
uncle, Jim Larkham had a bad day, retiring 
his PRo6 from race one with transmission 
issues, leaving John Stewart (PRo6) and Ray 
Moore (Crossle 9S) to fill the top places. 

The one-litre bike-engined NI Sevens 
— which had their own ‘exclusive’ races 
this time — entertained with Trevor Allen 
(Vortex) beating Mark Francis (Locost) 
to the flag in their first race, while Francis 
turned the tables on his rival in the 
second, slightly soggy, encounter. 

More sportscar action came from the 
Historic brigade, featuring a tasty field 
of ageing and not-so-ageing machinery. 
Victory in race one went to the continuation 
Crossle 9S of Ray Moore from the younger 
42S of Bernard Foley, both of whom were 
well clear of Jackie Cochrane’s rumbling 
Sunbeam Tiger. The second race fell to the 
BMW-powered Crossle 9S of David Kelly, 
with Cochrane and Foley next in line. 

An interestingly large grid featuring 
Ford Fiestas, Mazda MX-5s and Minis 
resulted in successive wins for Francis 
Allen among the Mazdas and Jack Irvine 
in the world of Minis, Irvine getting in 
among the Mazdas to very good effect. 

The real action, though, involved the 
Fiestas, where the usual gaggle of hard- 
charging hatchbacks exchanged mirrors, 
places and paintwork for much of the 
time. Victories went to Derek Graham 
and Mark Stewart, who managed to 
break free, but there were others involved, 
notably Michael Graham, Paul Stewart, 


Races 1 & 2 David McCullough 
(Van Diemen RFO1) 


Races 1 & 2 Steven Larkham (Radical PRO6) 


Race 1 Trevor Allen (MNR Vortex) 
Race 2 Mark Francis (Locost) 


Race 1 Ray Moore (Crossle-Ford 9S) 
Race 2 David Kelly (Crossle-BMW 9S) 


Races 1 & 2 Francis Allen (MX-5) 
Races 1 & 2 Gerard O’Connell (SHP Escort) 


Races 1 & 2 Richard Kearney 


Neville Anderson and Megan Campbell, 
who kept the crowd entertained with their 
attempts to simultaneously overtake 

each other lap after lap. 

Gerard O’Connell’s SHP Escort 
Millington romped away from the field 
in both Saloons and GT outings to claim 
GT honours ahead of the SHP Supercars 
of Charlie Linnane and Alan Watkins. The 
more ‘normal’ saloons — joined by some 
Irish Touring Car runners on this occasion 
— were topped by the Honda of Stephen 
Traub in race one, ahead of Alan O’Neill’s 
Mazda RX-7. Race two was dominated 
by Peter Baxter’s SEAT, which had retired 
from the earlier encounter, ahead of Traub, 
Stuart Curran and O’Neill. 

Elsewhere, Richard Kearney dominated 
both Formula Sheane encounters, while 
Chris Dunne and Richie Adams scored a 
second and a third apiece. 
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A talented but flawed Englishman 


BOOK 

A RACE WITH INFAMY: 
THE LANCE MACKLIN 
STORY 

Jack Barlow 

RRP £20 


The 1955 Le Mans 

24 Hours is known as 
possibly the darkest 
day in the history of motorsport, because 
more than 80 spectators lost their lives 
in a horrifying accident. 

The names of Pierre Levegh, whose 
Mercedes-Benz 300SLR was launched 
into the crowd, scything down spectators 
and killing the Frenchman, as well as 
Lance Macklin, whose Austin-Healey 
was hit, have gone down in infamy. 

The Briton is the subject of a new book, 
recounting not only the tragic incident 
at the Circuit de la Sarthe but the entire 
life of a charismatic but flawed man. The 
early chapters of the book follow Macklin’s 
upbringing, the arm’s-length relationship 
he had with his parents, and in particular 
the shadow he felt cast under by his father 
Noel, something that followed him 
throughout his life. 

His father was founder of both the Invicta 
and Railton car companies, but ironically 
forbade his son from competing. Not until 
after the war, when Macklin served in the 


78 AUTOSPORT.COM 4 AUGUST 2022 


Navy with relative distinction, 
and the death of his father did 
he get behind the wheel. 

Driving an eight-litre Bentley and 
impressing at the Spa 24 Hours in 1948 
earned him a works drive with the 
Aston Martin team, for which he took 
two class wins at Le Mans, including an 
outright podium in 1951. Macklin joined 
the HW Motors concern for much of the 
early 1950s and competed in 13 world 
championship races, although reliability 
prevented any meaningful results. 

During this period, he became friends 
with Stirling Moss and other drivers, 
including Peter Collins (team-mate at 
HWM) and Mike Hawthorn, who would 
ultimately play a pivotal role in Macklin’s 
life and that day at Le Mans. 

What becomes apparent is that Macklin 
had the talent to match some of the very 
best drivers of the era, his CV including 
those results at Le Mans, as well as an 
outright podium and class win at the 1951 
12 Hours of Sebring, a notable solo drive in 
the 1954 Mille Miglia, and perhaps his 
greatest achievement — victory at the 
Daily Express International Trophy in 1952. 

But his lack of concentration during 
an event meant he was never capable of 
matching the very best consistently, while 
his lack of a work ethic, or “laissez-faire” 
attitude, didn’t help and certainly 


hindered him in later life. 

The chapter of most interest for many 
will be the one that recounts the Le Mans 
accident, which goes through the chain of 
events that led to the disaster. There are 
incredible recollections in the immediate 
aftermath, some of which unsurprisingly 
contradict, but what comes through is 
Macklin’s anger with Hawthorn and 
the disbelief at how many people 
had been killed and injured. 

The blame is very much laid at 
Hawthorn’s door (in this writer’s opinion 
correctly, since he had abruptly pulled into 
the pits) for the accident, and even before 
this chapter the book serves to paint the 
1958 F1 world champion in a dark light. For 
example, refusing to acknowledge a son 
getting a young French girl pregnant because 
“she should have been more careful”. 

Thereafter there’s no specific mention 
of Macklin and any potential stigma 
regarding the accident, other than stating 
that when speaking to people it was 
often the first thing brought up. 

In a cruel twist of fate, he was involved 
in another accident months later in the 
Tourist Trophy where two drivers were 
killed, and after that his racing career ended. 

The later chapters of the book recount 
the rest of his life, from moving to Ireland 
in the wake of a promise from a “shady 
Dutchman” to make millions, followed by 
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In action at the 
1953 Belgian GP 
for small HWM team 


moves to New Zealand and Spain, via failed 
business ideas and inventions, before his 
death in 2002 at the age of 82 “as a pauper”. 
The later chapters are comparatively 
dull compared to the previous motor racing 
anecdotes, but it does bring all of Macklin’s 
flaws to the fore. A husband who openly 
admitted to having affairs with other 
women, and a father who effectively 
smuggled two of his children out of 
the UK to start a new life in New Zealand. 
It’s difficult to feel much sympathy for 
Macklin by the end of the book — a man 
who grew up surrounded by wealth, but 
squandered talent and opportunities in the 
pursuit of women and a good time — even 
if he was the innocent party in motor 
racing’s most infamous accident. 
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F1 Hungarian Grand Prix review 
Jy | 

af) Max Verstappen charged to victory at the Hungarian Grand Prix from 

10th on the grid, despite a mid-race spin, as Ferrari’s strategy left 

Charles Leclerc and Carlos Sainz bemused once again. Joining host 

Martyn Lee to discuss the race are Luke Smith, Jess McFadyen and 

Kevin Turner, who pick apart what’s going wrong at Ferrari, how 

Red Bull oversaw Verstappen’s victory charge and much more. 


World Rally 
Championship 
Round 8/13 
Jyvaskyla, Finland 
4-7 August 

iTV) BT Sport 2, 
Thu 1800, Sat 0700, 
BT Sport 4, Sat 1430, 
BT Sport 1, Sun 0730, 
BT Sport 3, Sun 1100 
GQ Highlights 

BT Sport 3, Fri 2330, 
BT Sport 2, Sat 2130, 
Sun 2000, Red Bull 
TV, Fri 2100, Sat 
2100, Sun 2100, 
ITV4, Wed 2100 


Round 13/16 
Nashville, USA 

7 August 

£XI Live Sky Sports 
F1, Sun 2000 


Round 8/11 
Nashville, USA 
7 August 


Round 7 
Anneau du Rhin, 


WHAT’S ON 


France 

6-7 August 

TV) Eurosport 2, 
Sun 1400 


Round 4/7 
Nurburgring, 
Germany 
6-7 August 

0; 
on Motorsport.tv, 
Sat 0800, Sat 1150, 
Sun 0740, Sun 1150 


Round 4/8 
Fuji, Japan 
7 August 
2 
on Motorsport.tv, 
Sat 0630, Sun 0530 


Round 10/12 
Road America, USA 
7 August 


Round 23/36 
Michigan, USA 

7 August 

TV) Premier 
Sports 2, Sun 1930 


Round 21/33 
Michigan, USA 
6 August 


Round 12/20 
Silverstone, UK 
7 August 

TV) ITV, Sun 
1225, BT Sport 2, 
Sun 1230 

GH Highlights 
ITV4, Mon 2000 


UK 
MOTORSPORT 


Oulton Park HSCC 
6 August 

70s Roadsports, 
Classic Clubmans, 
Classic F3, Historic 
FF1600, Historic 
Roadsports, Historic 
Touring Cars & 
Modsports 


Castle Combe 
CCRC 

6 August 

CCRC (FF1600, GTs, 
Hot Hatch, Saloons), 
Civic Cup, TCR UK 


Snetterton 
ECR/MSVR 

6 August 

Equipe GTS, Equipe 


Libre, Equipe Pre 
’63/50s, MGBCV8 


Brands Hatch 
MSVR 

6-7 August 

Fastest Mini, Mini 
Miglia, Mini Se7en, 
MSVR Allcomers, Pre- 
’66 Minis, Production 
GTls, Super Mighty 
Minis/Mighty Minis, 
Toyo Tire Racing 
Saloons, United 
FF1600, Z Cars 


Croft BARC 

6-7 August 

2CVs, Caterham 
Graduates (Sigma 
135/Sigma 150/ 
Sigmax), CNC Sports/ 
Saloons, JSCC, 
Pickups 


Donington Park 
750MC 

6-7 August 

116 Trophy, 5Club 
MX-5s, Armed Forces 
Challenge, BMW Car 
Club, Clio Sport, 
F1000, Hot Hatch, 
Sports 1000, 

Type R Trophy 

| 


via 750mc.co.uk 
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FINISHING STRAIGHT 


FROM THE ARCHIVE 

The Ferrari F2007s of Kimi Raikkonen 
and Felipe Massa and the McLaren 
MP4-22s of Fernando Alonso and 
Lewis Hamilton arrive at La Source in 
grid formation at the start of the 2007 


Belgian Grand Prix at Spa. Hamilton is 
about to be pushed wide by his bullish 
team-mate, but rejoins without losing 
position. A shadow had been cast over 
McLaren in Belgium, since three days 
earlier it had been excluded from the 


constructors’ championship in 

the midst of the spy controversy. 
Events on track couldn’t claim to be 
as headline-grabbing - Raikkonen, 
Massa, Alonso and Hamilton finished 
the race in their qualifying order. 


For classic Formula 1 DVDs head to 
dukevideo.com/f1 
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TIMO BERNHARD 


MY FAVOURITE... TEAM-MATE 


Romain-Dumas 


hey called us 
the twins in 
the American 
Le Mans 
Series,” says Timo 
Bernhard of his long and 
fruitful partnership with 
Romain Dumas, “because we were 
the same height. I always said he had 
the prettier face, he thought otherwise!” 
It’s rare that two drivers enjoy such 
prolonged success in as many different 


cars and settings as Bernhard and Dumas. 


Together, they notched four Nurburgring 
24 Hours victories between 2007 and 
2011, as well as winning the Le Mans 24 
Hours (2010) and Sebring 12 Hours (2008) 
outright and claiming ALMS class titles 
in 2007 and 2008 (both LMP2). The 
partnership started fittingly too, with 
Petit Le Mans GT spoils on their first 
time paired together in 2003. 

That longevity means Dumas narrowly 
shades Mark Webber, with whom 
Bernhard won the 2015 World Endurance 
Championship, although he stresses only 
“by a fraction of a percentage over Mark”. 
Bernhard praises the ex-Formula 1 man as 


s& - 
_Hamilton: 2009 vs 2022 


ANALYSING TWO DIFFERENT SEASONS OF TOIL 
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a team player, whose 
presence gave “this 
feeling we get extra”. 

— “With Romain it was 

“a a very similar feeling,” he 
explains. “Probably because 


. of the number of years, and 


also the different championships 
and types of cars, I would pick Romain.” 
Bernhard and Dumas were loaned 
by Porsche to Audi’s Ris5 programme 
as a package and, while the German 
believes “we could have delivered as 
well individually”, it was their strength 
as a team that stood out. Where Dumas 
“drives by feeling” and is able “to adapt 
quick, to also live with a bit of a free 
style”, Bernhard was the more analytical. 
They complemented each other to the 
extent that they would use the same seat. 
Their long partnership was split by 
Porsche motorsport boss Andreas Seidl on 
the 919 Hybrid LMP1 programme, the end 
of an era Bernhard recalls “was definitely 
not easy”. They were reunited in 2018 
to share a 911 RSR at Le Mans, but their 
race was curtailed by suspension issues. 
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NEXT DAY DELIVERY 


Sunoco and R race fuels, Driven Racing Oil lubricants, R racing brake fluids, 
ISC Racers Tape, Zestino drift tyres, BMC Air Filter, Freezetone racing coolant, 
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